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Of God's Withdrawings from his 


People, and their Exerciſe un- 

der them. 

Preached before the Sacrament of the 

Lord's Supper, from N 
Jer. xiv. 8. 


O the Hope of Iſrael, and Saviour thereof in 
a Time of Trouble; why ſhoaldſt thou be as a 
* Stranger in the Land, and as a Way- faring 

Man, that turneth aſide to tarry for a Night, 
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2 The Happineſs of being in Cove- 
nant with Gd. | 
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Preached before the Sacrament, from 
Pa. cxliv, 15. laſt Clauſe, 
— is that People whoſe God is the 
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the right Improvement of tlie 
Pay of Grace. | 9 5 
Preached before the Gianna from 


HB. lik 7, 8. 
Wherefore; as the Holy Ghoſt ſa aith, To Day; f | 


ye will hear his Voice harden not Jour 
. Hearts, as in the Provocation, Rc. 
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1 The Belicycr's Dignity i in being an if 
Heir of God. = 
Freached after the Sacrament, from. 


GAL. iv. 7. 


1 Whorfre, thou aut nad more a Servant; bi 2 
20 San; and if a Son, then an Heir — 
* * Chriſt. 


8 E R M 0 N V. 
The fainting Believer Sangha 
for his Work. 


3 Preached after the Sacrament, from 
N 9 Ll Is A AH xl. 29. 0 IT. — 


K 3 Paver to the Faint; and u them + 
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ERMON EL 
1 Being a Faſt-Day's Sermon 
Before the LORD's Su PPER. 
Of GOD's Withdrawings from his 


* People, and their Exerciſe under 
© them. 5 


Vn 0 2 — — 


2»äů —i 


O the Hope of Iſrael, and Saviour thereof in 
* Time of Trouble, why ſhouldſt thou be as a 
Stranger in the Land, and as a Way-faring 
Man, that turneth aſide to tarry for a Night 2 


HEME, 
4 
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HIS Chapter was penned in 
Time of a great Dearth in the 
Land of Judah, occaſioned by 
a grievous Drought and Want 
of Rain, which fell out about 
SE 7 the latter End of King Fofiah 
; . his Reign: Which Ta | 
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+. the Prophet pathetically la- 
ments, and takes as a Token of God's with- 
drawing his gracipus Preſeuce fen em Whese: 
4 4 | upon, 


ct 


upon, Verſe J. he makes a moſt Humble Confefn- 
an of Sip, in Name of the Church, diſclaims any 
hing of Worth or Merit in themſelves, and 
pleads only the Glory of God's Name. 
The Prophet's Scope in the Text and Contett, 
isto deprecate M Judgments, and particulay 
that terrible. one, of his withdrawing is ere 
rom his Church fnf People. (ſays he Va, 
8.) ſhouldft thou be as a Stranger in the Land? an 
E.. Leave us not. So that he ſeems to paſs from 
che Conſidetation of tlie Stroke of Drought, to 
that of God's withdrawing his Preſence from 
them. Whence we may obſerve, that God's 
People dread and deprecate the withdrawing of his 
tracions Preſence" more, than the Removal of all theis 
Creature-Comforts, or auy other Tudgment whatſorn- | 
Zr 
More particularly, in the Text we have, two, 
The gracious Titles he gives to God, as the 
Grounds on which he pleads for his gracious 
Favour and Preſence, O the Hope of Iſrael! i. e. 
the Object of Yſrael's, Hope, whoſe Word and 
Promiſe is the only Foundation of their Hope: 15 
The Saviour of Tiracl in Time of Trouble, i. e. The 
Helper and Deliverer of Iſael in former Times 
of Diſtreſs. And then from theſe Grounds he 
goth, in the ſecond Place, humbly. plead and ex, 
poſtulate the Matter with God, in àa twofold Que- |; 
Rion. 1. in ſonldſt thou be as a Stranger in iu 
Land? i. e. Why ſhouldſt thou behave to us at 
this Time as a Stranger, in keeping at a Diſtance |: 
Kequaintance and Cofreſpondehee with us? 2. 
y Ponldſt thou be ch a Way-faring Man, that 
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nt at do tarry for a'Night * i. e. Why ſhowle 
. . Wel- 


{a4 8 "x "from his People, we. 3 
Welfare, like a Traveller that comes Into an Inn, 
"i and never en ires into the Aﬀaits of it? Or, 
"I 185 ſhouldſt't ou pay ſuch ſhort and tranſient 
its, as if thou-waſt weary of Fus, and ready 
to bose for go 99d, and all? 
F Doctrine. That as ſometimes it leg God 0 
withdraw himſelf, for behave as a- Stranger to his 
Fburch and People; fo there is nothing. in the World 
Pat wil be ſuch Matter of Exerciſe and Trouble 
ſo the ſerious Seekers of God, an Juch a Diſpen- 
ation. 
As this is plainly founded on POM Text, fo alſo 
& is evident from many other Places of Scripture, 
nd the Practice of rhe Saints therein recorded 
a Job xxiii. 3. 8, N. Tſal. xiii. LEY 2. Pit 
"xvii, _— 
In handling this, Doctrine, I ſhall ſerve the 
TS towing Method. 1. Premiſe ſome Things for 
the better g e el it. 2dly, Shew when 
it may be ſaid, that the Lord ere from, 
and behaves as a A er to his Peopl 3d), 
Por what Reaſons and Swans he lk to 
ſo. 4thhy, When it may be ſaid, that People are 
. duly exerciſed about this melancholy Diſpenſati- 
on. 5thly, Whence ir is, that this Diſpenſation 
is Matter of ſuch Exerciſe and Froubſe to the 
ſerious Seekers of God. .6thly, I ſhall make ſome 
r i of the whole. 
begin with the Firft, viz. To p premiſe "WS 
1 Tas for the bettet onderſtanding « of this' Do- 
Stine, and for prevetitir Miſtakes. * 
= 1. Doves God doth at any „ide Wick: 
1 draw from his People, yet we muſf remember, he 
never takes away his Wein 8 a n Seen 
a * 3 
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4 Of God's Withdrawing SrRM. 1 

adh, Howeyer God may withdraw the ſenſi- 
ble and comforting Influences of his Spirit from 
his People; yet he never withdraws his Spirit 
from them, as to his real Preſence and Inhabita- 
tion, for the Preſervation and Support of their 


7 * 


ſpiritual Life, Jahn xiv. 17. 
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3dly, God's Withdrawings from his People are 
never either total or final, but only in part, and 
for a Time, Heb. xiii. 5. Iſai. liv. 7, 8. God ne- 
ver leaves his People altogether, but is ſtill graci? 
ouſly preſent with them one Way or other; if not 
in reſpe& of Comfort, yet he is with them in re- 
ſpect of Grace; if not in a way of Quickening, yet 
Till in a way of Support; if not in enlivening 
their Afections, yet it may be in enlighining their 
Underſtandings ; if not in giving ſenfible Enjoyments, © 
yet in giving hungry Defires . 80 that the Lord is 1 
ill with them ſome Way or o tler. 
4thly, There are various Degrees of God's 
withdrawing himſelf from his People; with ſome + 
of them the Day is only dark and cloudy ; with 
others it is Twilight, neither dark nor light; but 
with many it is Night: With ſome, the Sun not 
Stars have not for many Days appeared; but 
with others (according to their Apprehenſion) 
r Wh 4 
5thly, We ſhould diſtinguiſh betwixt God's 
withdrawing from his People in point of Comfort, 
| Two do not ſtill go together; for the firft may 
be where the ſecond is not. A Believer may be 
deprived of the Shinings of God's Love and Fa- 
vour, when yet Faith may be lively, Deſires 
Rrong, the Heart tender, and Grace in a vigo- 
rous Condition ; but oft-times God withdraws} 
in point of Grace, as well as in point of Com- 


fort; 
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SRM. I. from his People, &c. 5 


fort: I do not mean in reſpect of the Habit of 


Grace, for this can never be rooted out, where 


it is once planted; but only in reſpect of the Ex- 
ereiſe 7 ſome particular Degrees of Grace: 
Theſe may be loſt, ſo as the Soul becomes weak, 
and ſometimes very feeble and languid in Duty; 


the Breath grows cold, the Pulſe beats low, and 


the Things that remain ſeem ready to die. Rev. 
WE 5 5 

II. The ſecond Thing propoſed, was to ſhew 
when it may be ſaid that the Lord withdraws, 
and behaves as a Stranger to his People. 

1. When he withholds his wonted Acts of 
Kindneſs from them ; ſees them in Trouble, and 
ſteps not in for their Relief, as in former Times. 
Of this the Church complains, ſa.” lxiti. - 15. 
Fhere is thy Zeal and thy Strength? The ſounding 
of thy Bowels, and thy Mercies toward me, are they 
now reſtrained? He ſuffered their Enemies to 
gather Strength, to riſe up and oppreſs them, 
and bring them very low; and did not ſeem to 
regard their Cry, nor ſhew his Mercy or Power 
in helping them; but withdrew his Hand, and 
behaved as a Stranger that was not concerned 
about them. It was on this Account that Gideon 
reckon'd God to be withdrawn from rael, when 
the Angel of the Lord appeared to him, Fudg. 
vi. 12. and ſaid, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty 
Man of Valour. But Gideon was ſo much taken 
up with the diſtreſt Caſe of the Church in gene- 
ral, that he waves the Conſideration of his own 
particular Caſe, and ſays, Ver. 13. Oh my Lord, 
if the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen 
us? And where be all his Miracles which our Fathers 
zold us of ? q. d. If the Lord were not with- 
drawn, and become as a Stranger to us, ache e 
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their Plots for this purpali 
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he Load. behaves as 4 Stranger td gur 
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press 
our 


when he lets Enemies comb 


are in Hazard of being ſtißt poiſon d 
put to ſeek our ſpiritual Bre l 
ezx Lives, becauſe of the Swohdαο 
Lam. v. 9. This hath been t e 0 3 or E 
People in this Land; now indeed wenger ou 
cad at an eaſier Rate, but alas! we e n 
Prize it, nor grow by it. May not Gôùd be 
provoked then to withdraw it, or ſend us to the 
Wildernefs again to ſeek it. 
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3 dh, When tho' the Lord continues pure Or- 


ances and Sacraments with his People, yet 
denies the wonted Bleſſing and Benefit thereof to 
them, yea blaſts them; according to that ſad 
Word, Mal. ii. 2. , ye wil! not hear aud lay it to 
Hears, I will even curſe, your Bleſſings; yea, I have 
eur ſed them already. This we fear is 
many; they have the Word and Sact 
God's: Spirit dath not concur with th 


their-Souls do not thrive under the! 
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Sea. I. frombis ; Paple 8 Kr. 7 
pbplies, when Miniſters are ſtraitned in Preing 
and People are ſtraitned in Hearing; when we 
that are ſent to you, feel much Co dneſson our 
- own Hearts, and have a Number of cold Hearts 
to deal with, and a Live-coal is not brought 
+ from the Altar to kindle the Fire. 

»”  4thly, When the Lord frowns on his People 
my in the Courſe of his Providence, denies them 
= outward Mercies, and denounces Temporal 
Strokes and Calamiries, yea actually brings them 
on, whereby his People are brought very low; 
1 they look to God for Pity, but no Relief comes; 

their Diſtreſs is long continued, and their Trials 

lengthned out. So when Zion's Captivity was 
prolonged, ſhe cried out, Jſa. xlix. 14. The 
4 Lord hath forſaken me, and my Lord hath forgos- 
ken me. 
. - _ 5thly, The Lord behaves as a Stranger to. his 
People, when he tryſtes them with dumb and ſi- 
lent Rods; Trials whereof they undetſtand not 

the Language, and whereby they reap no Benefit. 

This was the Caſe of God's People, Iſa. lvii. 17. 

For the Iniquity of his Covetouſueſs was I wroth, 

and ſmote him: I hid me and was wroth ; and he 

went on frowardly in the Way of his Heart. Tho 

Ood's Rod ſhould have led him to ſee his Sin, 

and lay to Heart the Cauſe of the Controverſy, 


vet he took no notice of it, but went on in his 
former Courſe: Many, tho* God's Hand be lift- 
ed up, they will not ſee; They are not bettered 
by his Diſpenſations. _ 
= © 6thly, When the Lotd denies Acceſs to his 
People in Duty, and bteaks off his wonted Cor- 
reſpondence with them.: They come 85 Gocks 
ordinary tryſting places with hisPe ople, Ordin 
, both public and pri hate, bit he © not 
dere; 


8 Of | God” F Mithdr awnings SER M. * * 
there; they ſeek him, but ſtiil they miſs him, ſo © 
as they are put to cry with that holy Man, Fob © 
xxiii. 3. O that I knew where I might find him. O0 
that I knew the Place, the Duty, the Sermon: 
the. Sacrament, where I might find him; there I 9 
would go and ſeek him; I try Prayer, (ſaith the 
poor Soul) but that brings me not to him; for 
awhen I cry and ſhout, he ſhutteth out my Prayer, as 
Lam. iii. 8. Alas! I get not Acceſs to God as 
formerly, he carries now to me as an Alien; fol- 
when I come and knock, I find nothing but a 
mut Door and a ſilent God. In a Word, the 7% 
Lord withdraws, and behaves as a Stranger to 
his People, when he witholds the Manifeſtations 
of his Countenance, the Operations of his Spi- 
rit, and the ſpecial Communications of Light 
and Life, which he uſeth to allow to them that 
love him. " 
III. The next Thing was to enquire into the 
Grounds and Reaſons, why the Lord deals ſo 
with his People. I grant, the Lord may thus 
withdraw from them out of his abſolute Sove- 
reignty; but commonly he doth it for the Cor- 
rection of Sin, ſa, lix. 2. As N 
Iſt, When they are guilty of groſs Sins and *( 
ſcandalous Outbreakings, ſuch as caſt a Re- 
proach upon Religion, and the good Ways of 
the Lord, 7/a. i. 13, 14. This is plain in Da- 
vid's Caſe, ſee 2 Sam. xii. 14. compared with f. 
Pſal. li. 11. ' " 
24h, When they turn Earthly-minded, and 81 
prefer the Delights of Senſe to precious Chriſt, ſe 
then he withdraws, ſa. lvii. 17. They that 51 
have a ſtrong Reliſh for the Fleſt-pors of Egypt, 
are not fit to taſte the hidden Manna. When the 7 
Eadarens came that Length as to Peet; Uri 
| wine 
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2 Swine ro Chriſt's Preſence, he turned his Back, 
and departed from their Coaſts, Marth. viii. 
'* _ 3dly, When we turn flothful and formal in 
Duty, and do not ſtir up our ſelves to ſeek God's 
Face, then he withdraws, as is plain from Iſa. 
iv. 7. Cant. iii. 1. If yon put off God with 
Bodily Exerciſe, he will put you off with empty 
Ordinances and dry Breaſts : If you ferve him 
not with hour Spirits, he will deprive you of his 
Spirit. Wherefore, if you would have he Lord 
10 be with you; ye muſt ſhake off 'Sloth, Arife 
und be doing; according to 1 Chron. xxii. x6, 
* 4thly, When we negle& or {light the Media- 
for, by whom we have Acceſs and Nearneſs to 
God, we proyoke the Lord to withdraw and 
turn a Stranger to us. And this we do, Imo, 
When we do not look to Chriſt for Strength to 
perform Duty, but truſt to our own Strength for 
doing it. 2dly, When we make a Saviour of 
bur Duties, and put them in Chriſt's Room; 
and this we ate prone to, eſpecially when we 
attain to any Freedom or Enlargement in Daty. 
All is well now, think we, God is well pleaſed, 
this will render us acceptable to him, and attone 
for former Guilt; and thus the glorious Media- 
or is forgot, and the Idol S exalted in his 
Place; which is moſt diſpleaſing to Gd. 
Ft iy, When we miſcarry under ſignal Mani- 
feſtations and Pledges of God's Loving Kind- 
neſs; turn unthankful, remiſs, and untender in 
our Walk, after he hath taken us into his Pre- 
ſence-Chamber, and ſet us under the Banner of 
zghis Love. We are told how Solomon ſadly mif- 
Carried, even after the Lord had appeared t him 
Tuice, for which the Lord was provoked to 
e B withdraw 


10 Uf Gods Witharawings Szxm. Lf 
withdraw from him, 1 Kings xi. 9. And has not 
the Lord appeared to ſome of you at Commu- 
nion Seaſons, oftner than once or twice, and yet * 
grievouſly have ye miſcarried after all? Great 
Cauſe have ye to mourn on this Account, and 
beg that the Lord may not plead a laſting Con- 
troverſy with you for it. Ws 
6thly, When we ſin under, and after great Af 
flictions of Trials appointed to reclaim us, God is 
provoked to leave us, Iſa. lvii. 17. Has not 
God ſmitten ſome of you, and brought you into 
the Furnace, ſo that ye melted under his Hand? 
But when in Pity he delivered you again, ye ſoon 
forgat his Dealings, and turned to your old 
Ways. Is it any Wonder that he frown and be- 
have as a Stranger to you ? | 
7thly, God is provoked to leave us, when we 
do not entertain the Motions and kindly Touch- 
es of his Spirit, on our Hearts; the Spouſe no- 
glected theſe, ſo that her Beloved withdrew, 
rurned a Stranger to her, and it coſt her much 
Travel and Sorrow ere ſhe got his Countenance 
again, Cart. v. 2, 3, 6, 7. 
8thly, When we grow hardened and impeni- 
tent under Provocations, ſo as we have neither a 
due Senſe of our own Sins, nor of the Sins of 
the Land we live in, Hof. v. 15. J will go aud 
return to my Place, till they acknowledge their Oſ- 
Fences, and ſeek my Face. Ah! Was there ever 
more Guilt lying on a Land, and leſs feeling of 
it, than amongſt us this Day? 1 
IV. The Furth Thing, was to ſhew when it 
may be ſaid that People are rightly exereiſed un- , 
der ſuch a Diſpenſation, as this of the Lord's 
withdrawing, and behaving as a Stranger to 
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K 8 ERM. I. from hes People, &c. | 11 
a 1. We may be ſaid to be rightly exerciſed un- 
er er it, when we are truly ſenſible of our Loſs, 
and of our Sins as the procuring Cauſe thereof; 

d and hence are brought heartily to mourn and 
1. lament after the Lord, as the Prophet doth in the 
Text and Context, and as 1ſrae! did in the Days 

. ot Samuel, 1 Sam. vil. 2. h 
'- -# 24ly, When we place all our Comfort and 
Jappineſs in the Favour and-Preſence of God, 
* and are unſatisfied with all other Comforts 
without this, count all worldly Things but Loſs 

and Dung; look on Sun, Moon, Health, Wealth, 
Jonours, Pleaſures, Houſes, Relations, yea Life 
and Breath, as moſt empty and comfortleſs 
Things without God; ſo did the Prophet in the 
Text, when he addreſſes him with this Title, 

'© the Hope of Iſrael! g. d. All our Hopes are in 
thee, and we are poor miſerable and hopeleſs 
” Creatures without thee. And ſo did the Pſal- 
5 miſt, when he ſaith, Pſal. Ixxiii. 25. Mom have 
: 12 Heaven but thee, and there is none upon Earth 
1 that I deſire beſides thee. 
. + 3dly, When we are at Pains to engage our 
” Whole Hearts, and all the Powers and Faculties 

f of our Souls, to ſeek after a withdrawing God; 
, with my whole Heart have I ſought thee, ſaith Da- 

. vid, Pſal. cxix. 10. And becauſe our Hearts are 

© gcceitful, and ready to ſtart aſide from this 

c Work, we ſhould be laying Ties and Engage- 
ments on them to be fincere and fervent about 
this Work, for God takes ſpecial Notice of ſuch 
: ho do ſo ; Fer. xxx. 21. Who is this that engageth , _ 
1 Sis Heart to approach unto me? | FIRE 
5/2 4thly, When we diligently lay hold on all Op- 
Portunities, and uſe all appointed Means 2 
„ inding an abſent God; like the Spouſe, that 
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122 of God's Mithdrawings . SERM. I. þ . 
ſought her Beloved about all the City, both in 
the Streets and Broad-ways, Cant. iii. 2. In all 
Duties and Ordinances, both private and pu- 
blick, our Souls ſhould folow hard after him, 
and purſue him cloſely (as it were) from one Or- 
dinance to another, Pſal, Ixiii. 8. 
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5thly, When we wreſtle with him in Prayer for 
his gracious Return to us, and fill our Mouths . 
with Arguments in pleading with him, as the' 
Prophet doth in the Text and Context; 1. He 
pleads the Glory of his Name, do it for thy Name 
Sake. 2. He pleads their hopeleſs and helpleſs 
Caſe without him, who was the Fountain of all 
Help and Comfort; O the Hope of Iſrael, and 
Saviour thereof. 3. He pleads the former Expe- 
riences they had of his Kindneſs to them in their _ 
helpleſs Condition; O Saviour of Iſrael in the _ 
Time of Trouble. 4. He pleads his Power; it 
was very eaſy for him to relieve them, whatever 
Straits they were in; why ſhould'ſ# thou be as a _ 
Man aſtonied, a mighty Man that cannot ſave. 5. 
He pleads the outward Symbols and Pledges o 
his Preſence he had given them, his Temple, 
his Ark and Oracles : Thou, O Lord, art in th 
Midſt of s. 6. He pleads the Covenant- Relat 
on they ſtood in to him; M' are called by thy + 
Name. Upon all which Accounts, we beſeech 9 
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thee leave us not. | 
6th, We are duly exerciſed under God's With- 


drawings, when we hold on in our cloſs Purſuits | 
after him, notwithſtanding of Diſcouragemen 
and Diſappointments, like Mary Magdalene, Job, 
xx. who would not leave the Sepulchre when 

others left it, but ſearched it over and over 

Again, yea waited on with Patience, ſtill Iock- 
ing for him, till at length ſho found her Belovedy 


2 * 
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Thus. was the Pſalmiſt exerciſed, Pſal. xxv. 15» 
16. Mine Eyes are ever towards the Lord. Turn 
- "theeunto me, and have Mercy upon me, for I am de- 
„ſolate and afflicted. e 5 
FJtbh, When, we are unſatisfy'd with the beſt 
Means and Ordinances, unleſs we find God in 
| om David was not content with his enjoying. 
the Tabernacle, the Ark, Sacrifices, the Paſs- 
orer, and others of God's pure Ordinances ; 
but in Midſt of all, his Heart and Fleſb cried out 
for the living God, Pſal. Ixxxiv. 2. Hypocrites, 
if they have the outward Means, are well ſatiſ- 
fyed; for God's Preſence and Abſence is all one 
to them: But ſincere Believers will not be put 
off ſo, if God be not in the Ordinances, nothing, 
can pleaſe them, not the moſt powerful Sermons, 
e tho an Angel were to preach them; nor the moſt 
t lively Communions, cho' a glorified Apoſtle 
r ſhould come and diſpenſe them. The Abſence. 
a of God is ſuch a great Want to them, that no- 
5. thing in Heaven or Earth can fill up, but himſelf. 
V. The ffth Thing, is to ſhew, whence it is 
e, that the Lord's withdrawing and behaving as a 
„Stranger to his People, is ſuch a Matter of Exer- 
-  ciſe and Trouble to them, © : 
I. Becauſeof the incomparable Sweetneſs and 
h Advantage they enjoy in his gracious Preſence, 
while they have it; for this is the Sum and Com- 
* 4 pend of all Bleſſings, and hath all good Things 
s wrapt up in it. The Divine Preſence brings 
„ Light and Life, Health and Strength, Peace 
h. and Comfort, yea compleat Satisfaction to the 
u precious Soul that doth enjoy it; no Woiader 
et then, that the People of God' ſhould be ſo much 
concerned for the Want of it; for then they may 
dy cry. opt with Micah, and with juſt Ground too, 
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They have taken away my God; and what have 1 


more? Judg. xviii. 24. 3 
II. Becauſe of the Effects and Conſequents of * 
God's withdrawing from the Soul ; which being 
very fad and melancholy, are Matter of great 
Exerciſe and Trouble to God's People: As for 
Inſtance, 1. There follows uſually on it, a great 
Darkneſs upon the Spirit; as when the Sun goes 
down, Darknefs covers the Face of the Earth ; 
fo when God withdraws, thick Clouds do vail the | 
Face of the Underſtanding, and the whole Soul; f 
fo that the poor diſconſolate Soul is bewildred, 
knows not his Way, nor what Courſe to take, 
but is made to complain, as in Lam. iii. 2. He 
hath brought me into Darkneſs, and not into Light. 
Alas! faith he, I know not where IT am, nor 
how it is with me; I know not God's Mind o 
Will toward me; I fee not any comfortable Sign, 
neither know I the Time how long ; I meet with 

many dark Providences, dark Ordinances, dark 
Communions, all is dark to uma. 1 
| 24lz, Not only Darkneſs, but much Deadneſ _ 
and Stupidity alfo ſeizes upon the deſerted Soul, 
Why are our Spirits ſo dead in Prayer, in Hear- 
ing, and ſo dead in Communicating ? Is it not 

- becauſe the Lord is withdrawn 2 What theſe 
two Siſters ſaid to Chriſt, Johr xi. Lord, if thou 
had'ft been here, my Brother had not died; may 
well be ſaid by ſuch a poor Soul, Lord, if thon 
hadſt been here preſent in ſuch a Duty, in ſuch a 

Sermon or Communion, my Heart had not been 
ſo dead; for why, as Moſes ſaith, Deut. xxx. 20. 
He is thy Life; ſo when our Life withdraws, we 
are dead, and all Things are dead to us. 4 
3ah, There follows alſo an Unſpiritedneſt and 
Diſability for Duty: The Soul has neither Heart 

| _ hoy 


nor Hand for Prayer, for Reading, Hearing» 
= Communicating, i hey Selt-Examination, 
or any Duty. Deſerted Heman ſaith, I am as 4 
Man that hath no Strength, Plal. Ixxxviii. 4. Da- 
vid's Complaint is much the ſame ; P/al. xl. 12. 
| Mine Iniquities have taken hold on me, I am not able 
40 look up. His ſpiritual Strength was ſo waſted, 
that he was ſcarce able either to ſpeak or look 
to God. Now, what is the Cauſe of all our 
Weakneſs and Incapacity for Duty? Oh! the 
Lord is withdrawn. It is a true Word, our Sa- 
Liour ſaith, Joh. xv. 5. Without me ye can do notlung. 
It were happy for us, that we were more ſenſible 
of this Truth, for we are moſt apt to truſt to 
our own Strength, and think ſtill we can do well 
enough for our ſelves; like Samſon, when he had 
_ ſinned away both his God and his Strength, yet 
he went forth to ſhake himſelf as at other Times, 
but wiſt not that the Lord had departed from him. 
So many are inſenſible of the Lord's Departure, 
they go to Communions, and think to ſhake 
"themſelves as at other Times, but Oh! there is 
a Benummedneſs and Weakneſs that has ſeis'd on 


their Spirits, they cannot lift up their Souls ro 
Sol at his Table. is. bo 

'  4thhy, There uſually follows, on God's with- 
drawing, great Witheredneſs and Barrenneſs on 
the Souls of his People, their Leaf fades, their 
Fruit drops, and they quickly turn like the 
Mountains of G:/boa, on which there is neither 
Dew nor Rain. John xv. 6. If a Man abide not 
n me, he is caſt forth as a Branch, and is withered, 
Ir is his gracious Preſence only that can make us 


© fat and flouriſhing in the Courts of our God. 

> S$thly, We become expoſed and liable to mani- - 
+ fold Dangers and Enemies; for when God with- 
draws, 


lancholy to think of going through that Valley 
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draws, our Defence withdraws too. Hence Moſes © 
comforts 1frael againſt their Enemies, Numb. xiv, * 
9. Te need not fear them, (ſays he) for their Defence 
is departed from them; the Lord is with us. The 
Lord's Preſence is his Peoples Defence againſt all- 
the Aſſaults of their Enemies, whether from with- q 
in or from without, againſt the Pgwer of their 
Luſts, the Policy of the Devil, and Cruelty of the 1 
Wicked: But if their Fence be removed, they are 
expoſed to them all. 
 6thly, Another Effect, which is Matter of ſad io 
Exerciſe, is, great Trouble and Anxiety of Mind 
for former Unkindneſs and Ingratitude to God. 
Hence the Eſalmiſt ſaith, Pſal; Ixxvii. 3. I re- 
membred God, and was troubled. Formerly he had 
remembred God, and was comforted ; his M- 
ditation of him was ſweet, but now it was far 
otherwiſe: Oh! ſays he, I now remember my 
Unkindneſs to him that was ſo good to me; my 
Conſcience upbraids me for my unſuitable Car- 
riage: Is this thy Kindneſs to thy Friend? Where 
are all thy former Purpoſes and Reſolutions ? thy 
Promiſes and Vows made at Sacraments? Are 
they all come to this? Oh ! thou haſt ſinned thy 
God and Friend away from thee! It was the 
Thoughts hereof that brake Peter's Heart, and 
made him weep ſo bitterly. b = 

7thly, There follows on it very melancholy :: 
and unwelcome Thoughts of Death and Judg- : 
ment. When God is preſent with the Believer, he 
can ſay, as in Pſal. xxiii. 4. Tho" 1 walk through X 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death, I will fear no 
Evil; for thou art with me. But O! it is me- 


without him, and of appearing before him while 
A ai 2 * 
? 
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he frowns, and behaves as a Stranger or Enemy to 
us. 1 1 
38%, Sometimes there follows a revived Senſe 
of Wrath, old Wounds begin to open and bleed 
:afreſh ; the deſerted Soul is driven back to the 
Foot of Mount Sinai, and begins to hear its 
hunders and Curſes renewed, tho he once 
thought they had been all filenced by the Blood 
of C riſt. Thus it was with Heman, Þf. laxxviii. 
is. Thy Wrath lieth hard upon me, &c. ; | 
Laſth, The Fears of utter Rejection is another 
Conſequent that oft proves Matter of ſad Exer- 
ęeiſe to the deſerted Soul. Alas! I fear my Caſe 
mall never be better, that my Sky never break, 
nor my Clouds diſfipate ; that I never recover 
God's Preſence again, but be baniſhed eternally 
from it; ſo with the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. Ixxvii. 9, 
0. Has God forgotten to be graciom? Hath he in 
Anger ſhut up his tender Mercies ? &c. And Pſal. 
£xix. 8, O For ſałe me not utterly. 
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Application 
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- Uſe I. Of Information. 1. Hence we may 
be informed, that there are but few true Seekers 
of God among us, ſeeing there are few to whom 
God's Withdrawing is Matter of much Exercife 
Sr Trouble; few mourning on this Account, 
Aike the Prophet, and ctying, V art thou ſuch 
n Stranger to my Soul? any are troubled for 
other trifling Loſſes, but few that ean ſay with 
David, P ſal. xxx. 7. Thou didſt hide thy Face, and 
„ 24h, We may fee the Miſery of thoſe who ate 
pac from — ao like to be — 

a 6! 
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of his Preſence for ever, Pſal. lxxiii. 27. Unre- 
newed Perſons deſire not God's Preſence here, 
but ſay to him, Depart from us, Fob xxi. 14. and 
alas! their Choice is their Judgment, and ſhall be 
ſo for ever; for the Judge's Sentence againſt them 
will be, Depart from me, &c. If the Epheſians 
ſorrowed molt of all for that parting Word of fc 
Paul to them, Ne ſhall ſee my Face no more, Acts a 
xXx. 38. how much more will ſuch a Word from 
Chriſt's Mouth at the laſt Day be piercing and 
Heart- breaking to the Ungodly for ever? 5 
zah, How ſad muſt the Caſe of thoſe be, from 
' whom God withdraws, not to return again? 
The Spirit of God comes, and ſtrives for a Time Ui 
with many; but, when reſiſted and grieved, he! 


goes away; and when he once goes away from 
an unconverted Soul, he ſeldom returns to ſtrive 
any more. When the Spirit of the Lord departed 
from Saul, he came not again, but an evil Spirit 
in his Place, 1 Sam. xvi. 14. | Ft 
4thly, Believers ſnould not conclude that God. 
has calt them off, becauſe he is as a Stranger to them © 
for a Time; for this hath been the Lot of the 
deareſt of God's Children, yea even of his own |! 
Beloved Son himſelf, when in this World. 'E 
__ Uſe II. Of Reproof. 1. To thoſe who are ſo t 
great Strangers to Religion, and the State of *þ 
their own Souls, that they know not what God's 
Preſence or Abſence is; and ſo indifferent are 
many about this Matter, they never enquir'd to 


? 
; 


this Day, whether God be a Stranger or Friend / 
to their Souls. — 
2dh, To theſe Believers, towards whom God # 
may be behaving as a Stranger, and yet they are 
inſenſible of it. They are become ſo unwatchful, 
and ſo much charmed with the Delights of Na 
11; an 


t 


* 


e. 
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e- and their ſpiritual Senſes ſo dull, that they are 
re, fallen into Samſon's Condition, Judg. xvi. 20. He 
1d ct not that the Lord had departed from him. 
de 3dly, To theſe, who, tho' they be ſenſible of 
m the Lord's Withdrawings, yet are not duly affected 
2; therewith : It is hot Matter of ſerious Soul-Exer- 
of ciſe to them, as it was to Jeremiah in the Text, 
ts and to Fob, Job xxiii. 3, 8, 9. and to the 1ſrae- 
m lites, 1 Sam. vii. 2. who lamented after the Lord. 
d 4thly, Lo theſe who are fo far from being ſuitably. 
exerciſed, and affected with the Lord's With- 
n drawings from them, that they are ſtill ſinning 
him further away; by their Formality in Duty, 
Untenderneſs of Walk, ſlighting of the Spirit's 
> Motions, and venturing on Sins againſt Light. 
O Believer | is this thy Kindueſs to thy Friend? 
doſt thou thus requite the Lord? We do not marvel - 


to ſee Perſecutors, and Haters of God, driving 

+ him away, or to ſee Chriſt receiving Wounds 
from his Enemies: But O! it is fad that preci- 

j ous Chriſt ſhould get ſuch Wounds in the Houſe 


1 of his Friends. 

U ſe III. Of Exhortation to two Sorts of Per- 

\ ſons. 1. To theſe who are Strangers to God, 
and know nothing of his Preſence. 24ly, To 

theſe who have known it, but he is become a 

Stranger to them. 

As to the firſt Sort, I exhort you in the Name f 


. 


the Lord, to bethink your ſelves, and conſider 
vour Miſery in this State; for lo, they that are 
Jar from God ſhall periſh. It is the Character of 
theſe who are in a loſt State, to be without God 


in the World. Now, your Miſery, while ſuch, 
is inexpreſſible. 1. Lou are utterly unfit to come 
to the Lord's Table ; for what Communion can there 
be betwixt Light and a ſs? or, betwixt _ 

| wt 2 1 thar 
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for Friends; Strangers to God are debarred, 


and ſay, How fhall J appear before that God, 


affected with this Diſpenfation; | | 
ol Exerciſe to thee upon a Faſt-day before the 


you; but they will till be growing greater: A 


0 
that have hitherto been Strangers and Enemies 
to one another. Remember, it is only a Feaſt 
2dly, Your State is moſt uncomfortable; the Sun 
has never riſen upon you; God's Face hath never 
ſhined ; it is ſtill dark Night with you, and yon 
ſit in the Region of the Shadow of Death. 3dhy, Ion 


are under the Dominion of Satan, the Prince and 


Ruler of Darkneſs. 4thly, you are under the 
heavy Clouds of God's Wrath and Indignation. 
thy, You fit conſtantly on the very Border of 
Hell. 6thly, O Sinner! conſider what a Day of 
Darkneſs and Gloomineſs, a Day of Clouds and 
thick Darkneſs, a dying Hour will prove to thee. _ 
When thy Soul is ſtepping forth into another 
World, how ready will it be to ſhrink back, 


who has always been a Stranger to me, and with 
whom I never had the leaft Acquaintance ! Can 
I took for any Thing but a frowning Judge, and 
a fearful Sentence? O Strangers, come and a- 
quaint your ſelves with God now, accept of his 

ffers of Mercy, and be at Peace with him thro 
Chrift ; and thereby Good ſhall come unto you. 100 
Exhort. II. Fo thoſe who have had Acquain- 
tance with God, but he is become a Stranger to 
them. O poor Soul, be ſuitably weighted and 
t it be Matter 
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Communion : It will be a heartleſs and fruitleſs 
Communion, if God continue as a Stranger to 
thee ; therefore be not caſe under his With- | 
n 1 
Conf. 1. Your Souls Grieyances can never be 
removed, while God keeps at a Diſtance from 


* - nl 
1 
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es for Inſtance, While he is a Stranger, you cannot 
ft have Light for your Darkneſs, but Darkneſs 
d. will be increafing : You cannot have Life for your 
n > Deadneſs, but you will ſtill be growing deader in 


er ſpiritual Things: You cannot have Appetite for 
u your Food, but you will always be turning the 
u more indifferent about it: You cannot have Pro- 
d *ecion from your Enemies, but you will ſtill be 
e brought the more under their Power. Things 
1, will {till be growing worſe, the longer God is a 
f 7 Stranger to thy Soul, | | 
f | 24h, Ordinances can neither be pleaſant nor 
d profitable to thee, while God is a Stranger to 
thy Soul; you cannot fee any Beauty in them, 
r while God is abſent; for without the Lord's Pre- 


* 


and his Peoples Souls to thrive under them. O: 
| ©: why have you ſuch lean Souls and barren Hearts 
under Ordinances? It is, becauſe the Lord is a 
' 2 Seranger to them. Would you have your Food 
bleſt, Goſpe-feaſons fruitful, and your Souls, un- 
deer the Influenee thereof, like watered Gardens ? 
\ 27 Fhen ſeek the Lord's Preſence, 1 Cor. iii. 7. © 
is not be that plameth, nor he that watereth, but God 
= that gives the Increaſe. + | 


| Oweft. Seeing God is ſetting a ſolemn Tryſt 


with us at this Oceaſion, and it highly gn 
eh f "mn ne 
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neth us to make ready to meet with him; how 73 


ſhall we be exerciſed on this Faſt-day, ſo as to 
get Diſtance removed, and Breaches made up, 
that God may not be as a Stranger to us on the 
Feaſt-day ? 


Anſ. I ſhall give you ſome Advices, and draw 
to a Cloſe. 

1. Make noharſh Conſtruction of God's Deal- 
ings with your Souls, whatever they be, bur ju- 
ſife him; leave your Complaints upon your 
felves, and blame your Sins, that ſeparate be- 
twixt you and your God, 1ſaiah lix. 2. We have 
4 Challenge from God, that may ſoon ſilence all 
our Murmurings, Jer. ii. 17. Haſt thou not procured 
this to thy ſelf, in that thou haſt forſaken the Lord 
thy God? 85 | 

2dly, Be ſtill reſtleſs, diſſatisfied and uneaſie in 
your Minds, till the Diſtance and Eſtrangement 


2" 5% * 2 LEN * 
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be removed; and be expreſſing your Uneaſineſs 


by frequent Sighs, Complaints and Lamentations 


after God; ſit as a Widow in his Abſence, and 
let none have your Love but him alone; refuſe 
all other Comforters, till he himſelf return; imi- 
tate the Church's Practice, Lam. i. 16, For theſe 
Things 1 weep, mine Eye, mine Eye runneth down with 
Water, becauſe the Comforter that ſhould relieve my 
Soul, is far from me. | 428 


3dh, Search diligently for the Cauſe of the 


Lord's Eſtrangement from you, as the Pſalmiſt 
did, Pſal. Ixxvii. 6. I communed with mine own 
| Heart, my Spirit made diligent Search. O! where 
is the Idol? What is the Sin that hath been the 


Achau in the Camp, and provoked God to turn 


his Back? And aſſoon as you find it out, ſee that 
you caſt out the accurſed Thing. Let not thine 


Eye pity, neither do thou ſpare it; for it bas 


taken 


* 2 
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taken thy Lord away from thee. If thou canſt not 
find it, then go humbly to God, and cry with 
Job, Job x. 2. Shew me wherefore thou contendeſt 
''] with me. Lord, what is the Evil, the Sin or 
VTLuſt which thou rebukeſt, and for which thou 


o pleadeſt the Controverſie? Have I quenched 


thy Spirit? Have I neglected Duty? Was I 
formal in Communicating, or unthankful for 
former Intimations of thy Love?“ Lord, what 
I ſce not, teach thou me; make me to know my Tranſ- 


greſſion, and my Sin. 


'} Aathly, Seek to be deeply humbled for every E- 


= . b | | . 
vil and Sin that you are convinced of; and par- 


ticularly, for the heinous Aggravations of them, 
ſay, Oh Lord! I am guilty in thy Sight; I have 
” ſinned againſt more Light, more Mercies, more 
” Vows, and more Proots of thy loving Kind- 


A 


F 
' neſs, than others: I have gratified Satan, hard- 


ned the Wicked, reproached Religion, and diſ- 
” honoured God more by my Sins, than others 
do; ſo that thou mayſt juſtly frown on me, 
” and make the ſolemn Day, which will be a 


Day of Feaſting, Rejoicing and Gladneſs to 
thy Children, a Day of Darkneſs, Gloomineſs, 


L : 


” and Diſtreſs to me. | 
5thly, Plead by Faith the Redeemer's Blood, 


bor removing the Eſtrangement, and bringing thy 


Soul nigh to God; for nothing elſe can do it, ac- 


1 cording to Eph, 11. 13. ſay, Lord, tho' I deſerve 
8 -.92 8 
ot to taſte of thy Supper, but to meet with a 


32 


Frown, inſtead of a Smile, a Breach inſtead of 
” a Blefling, a Cup of Wrath, inſtead of the Cap 
of the New Teſtament; yet behold the Blood 
of my Surety, and be merciful to me. Lord! I 
have broke all thy Commands; but has not 


25 


e my Surety fulfilled them all? I have indeed af- 


ity fronted 
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? fronted thy Juſtice ; but has not my Surety ſa- 
? tisficd it? I have deſerved thy Wrath; but he 
has endured it. Remember not what I have 
againſt thee, but what he hath done and 


”? ſuffered for me; and let me be accepted in him 


done 
? who is thy Beloved Son. 


6thly, While God carries as a Stranger to thee, 


be not thou a Stranger to the Throne of Grace, 
but continue inſtam in Prayer for the Return of his 
gracious Preſence ; plead the great Need you have 


of it, and the helpleſs Caſe you are in without it. 


Beg, however he dea! with you now, that he 


may not be a Stranger to you on the Feaſt-day. 


Say, Lord, if thy Preſence go not with me, carr 
? me not hence: What will a Communion-Feaſt 


? avail me, without Communion with thy ſelf | 
*in it? I go not there for Bread and Wine, but 


I go to ſee Jeſus: And what wilt thou give 


” me, if I go trom thy Table Chriſtleſs ? O let 


? Chriſt appear, and be made known to me in 


the breaking of Bread. Let me enjoy thy 
? lighrſome and revivirg Company in this State 
of Pilgrimage and Trouble. Deſcend into my 
Heart by the Influences of thy Grace, and 


” Quicknings of thy Spirit, and let me aſcend un- 
to thee, by the Breathings of Faith, Love and 
Deſire. Lord, grant the Requeſt of an impor- + 
” tunate Petitioner, and come over the Moun- + 
ttains of my Guilt: Lord, Rand not at a Di- 
*Rance behind the Wall, but fhew thy ſelf thro' | 
the Latteſs of thy Ordinance, and let me ſee 
he Goings of my God and my King in the 
Sanctuary. Oh! let me not go away empty |: 
*from an inexhauſtible Treaſure, cold from the 
Vun, dry from the Fountain, hungry, ſad and 
comfortleſs from a Feaſt of Love. But, Ol let 
| | | S 
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me meet with my Saviour there, ſee his Face, 
and hear his Voice; and let me come from his 
„ Table with my Pardon ſealed, my Corruptions 
4 e ſubdued, my Graces quickned, my Heart en- 
p larged, and my Soul refreſhed, and encouraged 
to run the Ways of thy Commandments, and 
* ſo inſeparably united to thee, that no 2 
„ tation may ever be able to diffolve the U- 


1 nion. ; | | | 
Object. O! faith ſome poor Soul, I fear all my 
Endeavours will be in vain ; for I have communi- 
' * cated unworthily before: I have ſhed the Blood of 
8 Chriſt, and ſinned againſt Light; ſo that I doubt, 
und fear that my Day of Grace is paſt, and I am 
0 "Taft out f God's Sight. - | 

*  Anſ. However dark your Caſe be, yet ſurely it is 
no datker than Fonah's was in the Whale's Belly; 
who, tho' he never heard nor read of any in ſuch 
Diſtreſs; yet when he is concluding, I am caſt out of 
* Ged's Sight, he aims at a believing Lock to God in 
Chriſt, Let will 1 look again toward thy haly Temple, 
Jonah 11.4, Mind alſo Abraham's Caſe, tho he 
vas an hundred Years old, and his Body as good 
as dead, yet he believed in God that raiſeth the 
Dead; yea, he believed and hoped againſt Hope. 
Lord, help us to imitate him. Amen. | 
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The Happineſs of being 
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8 E R M O N IL. 
A Preparation Sermon 
Before the LORD's SUPPER. 


The Happineſs of being in Cove, 4 
nant with God. | 


Pſalm cxliv. x5. Latter Part of the Vaſe. © q 
a is that People, whoſe God is the Lora, | 


HERE is nothing in the World that 
is ſo much talked of, and leſs under- 
| ſtood, than the Buſineſs of a happy 
Life. All the World is in Queſt of Happineſi P. 
ſome expecting to find it in this, and ſome in 
the other Thing. The MWorldling looks for it in ff 
Riches, the Philoſopher in Knowledge, the 3 9 
Man in Honours, and the voluptuous Man in 

Pleaſures, But how miſerably are they miſtaken! 1 L 
they ſeek Happineſs from the wrong Airth j + 
from Things that can never ſuit the Wants, nor 
ſatisfy the vaſt Deſires of the immortal Soul. True 
Chriſtians are the only wiſe Men in the World, 
for they ſeek Happineſs where indeed it is to be 
found, viz. in the Enjoyment of God, who 1 is 


nm A A — 


the Center of Bliſs. And they who artain to 
this, muſt ſurely be the nappy Men, for the 


— 

O 
Fpirit of God, declares them ſo in my Text: 
Q 


Happy is that People whoſe God is the Lord. 
ln this Pſalm, the Royal Pſalmiſt doth bleſs 


4 
S 


2 


1 


and magnify the Lord for the ſignal Favours and 
: Mercies he had received from him; and from 

A, his former gracious Experiences, he 1s encouraged 
to addreſs God for future Mercies, both tohim- 
ſelf and his Kingdom: Particularly, he prays for 
"Deliverance from publick Enemies, and the ma- 
pifold Calamities of War; for the eſtabliſhing 
of Peace and Tranquillity, and for the Proſperi- 
ty of the Nation; for the flouriſhing of their 
Families and Children, and for the Increaſe of 
their Flocks and Cattel: And, in a Word, that 
his People might abound in Peace and Plenty, 
Then he pauſes, and makes a Reflexion upon 
the Nations proſperous Circumſtances, which 
he had prayed for; Happy is the People, that is in. 
a ſuchi a Caſe, happy they, who have ſuch temporal 

"Proſperity and Abundance, who have no Want 
it in their Families, nor complaining in their Streets. 
This is the Judgment of the Fleſh, and the O- 
pinion of moſt Men: But the Pſalmiſt preſently 
Torres himſelf, and retracts his former lade 
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ment, and prefers the Judgment gf Faith, to 


7 


8 
8 
TO 


ln 
that of Senſe : Yea, rather, Happy is that People 
# vhoſe God is the Lord. As if he had ſaid, © The 
ue former Eſtate is indeed very deſirable for. a 
ee Nation or People; but 1ſrael or the People of 
* God, their true Happineſs doth not conſiſſ in 
ke theſe Things that are common to others with 
e e them: But only in this peculiar Privilege, that 
E. the great IEHO VAR, who is Lord of Heaven 


7% 
7 


eK. and Earth, is their God by Covenant and ſpe- 


1 


28 The Happineſ. 8 of being SERM. II. 3 
<« cjal Relation. That this God is their God. 
ce and they have a ſpecial Intereſt in his Love 
e and Favour, according to the Tenor of the 5 
“ Covenant of Grace. Whatever Portion ſuch | x 
ce have inthe World's good Things, ſurely they 
ce are happy” : And let others have what they 
will, if they want this Covenant-Relation, they 1 
are certainly unhappy and miſerable ; which 
they can never be that have it, want what they | 
will; ſeeing the having an Intereſt in God as } 
ours, makes up the Want of all other Things; 
for all Blefſedneſs and Happineſs is included here. 
Bleſſed and happy is that People whoſe God is the 
Lord. | WO 9 

DocrxiIxR, That it is the greateſt Happi- © 
neſs we can poſſibly attain unto, to be in Covenant 
with God, and to have Ged for our God. =_ 
David was ſtill of this Opinion thro' the 
whole Courſe of his Life. Pſal. xvi. 5, 6. Pſal, © 
xxxiii. 12. And he ſees no Cauſe to alter it at 
his Death; for among his laſt Words, he declares, © 
that this ſweet Covenant-Relation was all hu 
Salvation, and all his Deſire, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. © 

The Method I propoſe for handling this Sub- 
ject, ſhall be, 1. To enquire when it may be 
ſaid, that a Perſon or People are in Covenant with 
God, and have a ſpecial Intereſt in him as 
rs: + -. | . 9 
ꝛ⁊adh, What is imported in this great Privilege, 
to have God for our God. | | . 


zah, How this Privilege appears to be tle 
Top of our Happineſs. 1 
- 4thly, Make Improvement of the Wholc. "i 
I begin with the f-/t, When it may be ſaid, 
that a Perfon or People ate in Covenant with 
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And for clearing this Point the more, I ſhall, 
Frſt, Conſider it negatively, and ſhew what it is 
"pot; And, Secondly, Poſitively, wherein it doth 
xeally conſiſt. | ” = 


— SI 


ben. II. in Covenant with God, 29 


I. Negatively, To ſtand in a Covenant-Rela- 


tion to God, is not to be underſtood here. 1. 


f our being under: the Bond and Engagement 


"$f the Covenant of Works. Tho? it is moſt cer- 


tain, that all Adam's Poſterity, by virtue hereof, 


are engaged to God, to perform perfect Obedi- 
*nce, and fulfil the whole Law; yea, and by 


breaking it, are obliged to pay the Penalty there- 


of, bear God's Curie, underly Death, and ſatiſ- 


y God's Infinite Juſtice; and ſo all of us are 


naturally in Covenant with God in this Reſpect. 
But oh ! we have no Happineſs, no Comfort 
by being ſo; ſeeing we have broke the Covenant 
ot Works, and incurred the Penalty thereof: For, 
tho' we {til} ſtand under Engagements to God, 
by it; yet he is looſed from all Obligation to us, 
to make us happy : Yea, by our breaking it, he 
is under Engagement to deſtroy us. Gh! we 


cannot, by this Covenant, plead any Intereſt in 


Puniſber and Enemy. That is all the Relation 
that God ſtands in now to us, by virtue of the 
Covenant ot Works. f „„ 


God as our God, or Father ; no, we can only 
look on him as our Law-giver, our Judge, our 


8 


2dly, There is more requiſite to make up this 


7 Corenant-Relation to God, than that bleſſed 
Covenant of Redemption, which God entered 
into from Eternity with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, as 
our Head and Repreſentative, - for ſaving the 


Elect. That glorious Tranſaction is indeed the 
Foundation and Riſe of our Covenant-Relation 


to God; but doth not formally conſtitute. and 


make 
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make it up. For an Ele& Perſon cannot be ſaid % 
t be in Covenant with God from Eternity, un- 
Icis by God's Appointment and Deſignation: He I 
is never formally in it, till he believe, and thereby 
ratify and approve what Chriſt did from — 9 
ry engage for him, and perſonally conſent to take 
Gad for his God in and thro? Jeſus Chriſt the Me- 
diaror. So that you ſee the Covenant of Redemption 1 
will not ſave you, nor inſtate you in Covenant 
with God, if ye can ſay no more; There muſt be 
Something done in and by you, to entitle you to 
chat Covenant of Redemption, and to infeft and 
poiſeſs you of the Privileges and Bleſſings there- 
in promiſed to Chriſt our Head; and this is 'F 
only done by the ſubſcquent Ratification of that 
Coreaant and Treaty, made with the Elect in F 
Time by the preaching of the Goſpel, which is 
called the Covenant of Grace. W | 
zels, There is more in this Covenant-Relati- 3 
on to God, which makes us happy; than our 
bcinguiſi To and externally in Covenant with God, 
by an outward Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and | 
Subjection to Goſpel Ordinances: For thus, cve- 
ry Church that hath the Ward and Sacraments, 7 
is in Covenant with God. Hence the Lord ſays 
to the Church of the Fews, Ezck. xvi. 8. Ientered 
iro Covenant with thee, and thou becameſt mine. 
They were viſibly and externally in Covenant 
with God, by their Subjection to his Ordinances 
and Inſtitutions. They all did partake of the 
Seal of his Covenant, wiz, Circumciſion : And 
hence, when a viſible Church makes Defe&ion ' 
from God, he threatens to come and avenge the 
Quarrel of his Covenant, Lev. xxvi. 25. All the 
Mcmbers of a viſible Church are federally in Co- 1 
ycnant with mo by their Profeſſion of Chriſt 
and | 


I 


@ = 
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id And being baptized in his Name; but ſuch an 
n- external Covenant-Relation to God, will mot 
le ynake us happy: Therefore, let us beware of 
y | reſting on it; and let us ſeek earneſtiy to be 
i keally and internally in Covenant with God. 
e 4 4thly, There is more in it than being Natas- 
nal in Covenant with God, by virtue of a fo- 
z *Jemn TranſaQion enter'd into, and ſubſcrib'd by 
the Rulers, Nobles, Miniſters, and Repreſemtz- 
tives of a Land; whereby they, with the Cam- 
ſent of the whole Nation, bind and engag 
themſelves and their Poſterity to the Lord. Thus 
did the Nation of the Jeus, and fo they ur 
"God's Covenanted People above all other Næ- 
tions of the World; but yet this National C- 


Nationally in Covenant with God, which in- 
dieed is our Glory, and perhaps the Ground of 
many National Mercies and Deliverances ; th 
it is not the Spring of ſaving Mercies, nor that 
which entitles us to God as our God in a ſaving 
way. Many may proteſs to own this Natiezat 
Covenant, that never took Hold of the Core- 
nant of Grace, and gave themſelves to God ac- 
2 cording to the Tenor thereof. 1 
* S$thly, There is more in this, than the drawing 
up the Form of a Perſonal Covenant with God, 
profeſſing to conſent thereto, and ſubſcribing 
it with the Hand. For all this may be done in 
ſuch a Manner, as will not entitle us to God as 


rx II. in Covenant with Gol, yu 
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our God in a ſaving way. This Work, og 
good in it ſelf, and profitable to many; yer it 4 n 
may be performed by ſome in fuch an hy pocri· 
tical, formal or legal Manner, as doth make tl 
an Abomination to an holy God, that looks for 
Truth in the inward Parts: y 
But II. Pofitively, We come to be in Covenant in 
with God in a ſaving Way, when we are taken $t 
within the Bond of the Covenant of Grace, and 
do conſent ſincerely to the gracious Terms of it; "1 
for it is only by virtue of our coming into this r 
Covenant, that we have Ground to claim this 5 
Happineſs of having God for our God. Now for 5 
us to come into the Bond of this Covenant ot 
Grace, is by Faith to take hold of God's Coue- 
nant, as it is called, 1/a- lvi. 4. And this we do, y 
when we are throughly convinced of our Sin, 1 
Miſery, and undone State under a Covenant of 1 
Works, and do hence betake our ſelves to the 
New Covenant, or gracious Method of Satvati- . 
on propoſed to us in the Goſpel, thro* Jeſus 5 
Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs; and do cordially 
acquieſce in, and approve of this noble Contri- 
vance, and accept of Jeſus Chriſt as our only 1 
Mediator, Surety and Peace-maker with God: 4 
And in him do ſincerely make Choice of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, to be our God 
and Portion ; and alſo give up our ſelves. Soul x 
and Body to be the Lord's, engaging in the 
Strength of our great Surety, to abandon Sin 
live for God, and walk with him in Newneſs of 
Life, as becomes his covenanted People. Now, 
when our Souls are helped and determined, by 
the Spirit of Grace, to do all this heartily and | 
ſincerely, then do we enter among that bapty | 
People whoſe God is the Lord. 
II. The 


7 
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0 II. The ſecond Thing in the Method, is to 
05 a into the Import of this great Privilege, 
To have God for our God. I will be your God, 

s the greateſt Promiſe and Subſtance of the Co- 

x Fenanc of Grace, being the great Thing ſtipu- 
ted on God's Part therein; Fer. xxxi. 33. and 

| it; f Pdeed it is the Sum and Compend of all his 
en 7 Promiſes. And imports theſe Things, 
d 3 ft, Reconciliation and Friendſhip with "God; 
1 wil be your God, i. e. I will be no longer an 


is Angry Judge, but a gracious reconciled God to 
1 *+ my Juſtice is appeaſed, Wrath pacified, 
N Puy is not in me, I have found a Ranſom in 


'Thriſt ; He is the Propitiation for your ſins. 
'F 2dh, A near Relation betwixt God and us, 
Fea, nearer. than any Relation among Creatures; 
I will. le your God, implies, I will ſtand you 
"Inſtead of all Relations. 1. I will be a Father 
in Chriſt to you, adopt you for my Children, 
"Fake you into my. Family, I will pity and pro- 
ide for you, I will bequeath to you a rich In- 
heritance, you are Heirs of God, and Co-heirs 
Frith my Eternal Son. 2. I will be a 
Flusband to you, your Maker is your Husband, 
a. liv. 5. I will marry you to my ſelf, I will 
dove you, cloath you, enrich you, and provide a 
noble Dowry for you. — 3. I will be your 
King, I will take you is my Subjects, J will go- 
3 zern you, protect and defend you from all your 
Enemies. Yea, I will be your Phyſician, your 
by "7 Sbepberd, your Guide, and inſtead of all Relati- 
ons to you. 
| 3dly, I will be your God, imports a Right and 
: ITHe to God, and all that is in him; intimate 
ZCommunion with him, and a Communication 
ot all good Things 3 him. 2 9 — 
67 i 


" ay in N with God. 33 ; 
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ſtill more in this Expreſſion than can be unfold. 
ed by Words; there is more in it, than, I wilt #] 
be a Father, Friend, Husband, Benefactor, Cc. 
to you: More in it, than F will give you Hea- 2 
ven, and everlaſting Life, or all the Bleſſings of, 


2 


Heaven and Earth, Time and Eternity: No, 1 
will give you more, I will give you my ſelf, à i 
JEHOV AH, a whole Deity, i. e. all that is f 
in me, All J an, all I have, all I can do is thine. t 
O the magnificent Bounty of God! For when t 


he had no greater, no better Thing to beſtow 
on his People, he beſtows himſelf on them. 935 


* 
1 


You may ſay, How can this be > An infinite) 
God, ſo great, ſo glorious, we are not capable of 
receiving, comprehending, or enjoying him. An. 


45 
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So far as you are capable to receive and enjoy) 


him, he is yours; all that is in him, is given to! 
you for your Benefit. 9 185 i 
1ſt, All he is Perſonally, i. e. the Three Per- 


"EW 154 
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ſons of the glorious Trinity are yours, God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 1. God the Father J 
is yours to love you, elect you, and contrive Re- 
demption for you, John xvi. 27. The Father him» 
ſelf loveth you. 2. God the Son is yours, to be a 
Ranſom for you, to ſatisfie Juſtice for you; yours 
to be born for you, to live, to die for you, to 
riſe again for you, to aſcend into Heaven for 
you, to fit at God's Right-hand for you, G. 
All this is plain from 1/a. ix. 6. Unto 2 a Childs 
born, unto us a Son is given. And Cant. ii. 16. 
My Beloved is mine. 3. The Holy Ghoſt is yours, to 
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apply this Redemption to you, to change your 
Hearts, to teach you, ſanctify you, work in you, 
dwell in you, to conduct and guide you to Glo- 
ry, I Cor, iii. 16. Know ye not that ye are the 
Temp le of God, and the Spirit of God diwelleth in © 


Jou. 
$ | 
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I. ERM. II. i Covenant with God. 35 
d- 50. So you ſee, O Believer, whatever God the 
it Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt is, and can do for 
c. your Salvation and Happineſs; they are yours, 


— 
* 


a- and made over to you in the Covenant of 
of Grace. W 
I 2dh, All he is Eſſentiallh, his infinite Eſſence 
2. is yours, i. e. all his glorious Attributes and Per- 
is fections. 1. My Mercy is your's, O Believer, 
e. to pardon your Sins and deliver you from Guilt, 
to ſympathize with, and comfort you in all 
your Trials and Afflictions. 2. My Wiſdom is 
yours to provide for you, to counſel and dire& 
te you, and to turn all Things about for your 
o Good. 3. My Omnipotence is yours, to guard 
, and protect you from all your Enemies, to ſup- 
port and preſerve you to Salvation. 4. My 
0 Coodneſs is yours to enrich you, beſtow Grace 
and Glory, and all good Things on you. 5. 
Ny Omniſcience is your Overſeer, to watch over 
and warn you againſt approaching Dangers. 
„ 6. My Holineſs is your Fountain of Grace, to 
ſanctiſie and make you holy. 7. My Omnipre- 
ſence is your Companion, to attend and ſolace 
you in all Places and Conditions. 8. My Ju- 
ice is your Rewarder, to beſtow Heaven on 
4 you; and alſo your Avenger, to puniſh theſe that 
wrong you. 9. My All ufficiency, is your Inhe- 
ritance, for giving you compleat and perfect 
= Happineſs. My Unchangeableneſs 1s the Rock of 
= your Security. My Faithfulneſs your Pledge and 
Z Surety, for the Accompliſhment of all my Pro- 
miſes to you: And my Eternity is the Date of 
| your Happineſs. 80 that, O Believer, you ſee, 
all God's Eſſential Perfections are made over to 
7 thee in the Covenant of Grace, and therein thou 
haſt an unſearchable Treaſure, In God's Attri- 
— E 2 | butes, 


- 
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36 The Happineſs of being SRM. I, 
butes, there is a ſuitable Remedy for all theſe Wy 
Maladies and Miſeries which Sin has brought 4 
on you: His Wiſdom cures your Ignorance, his Wa 
Grace your Guilt, his Power your Weakneſs, 7 : 
his Mercy your Miſery, his Goodneſs your Evil, Wu 
his Faithfulneſs your Inconſtancy, his Holineſs | 
your Impurity, his Riches your Poverty, and his n 

t | | 
© Lafth, I will be your God, imports, That all 
0. that God hath ſhall be made over to you, 1'Cor, My 
iii. 21. All Things are yours. All mine are thine. i 
As for Inſtance, 1. All my Promiſes are yours; In 
the Promiſes both of this Life, and that which Mc 
c 


is to come; my Promiſes of Pardon, my Promiſes 
of Healing, my Promiſes of Sanctification, my 

Promiſes of Quickening and Strength, my Pro- 
miſes of Through-bearing and Comfort in 1 


Trouble, my Promiſes of Grace and Glory; they 
are your Inheritance. E 


 '2dly, My Gifts and Grates are yours, Faith, 
Love, Hope, Fear, Humility, Patience, and al! 
the Fulneſs that is in Chriſt is yours; all theſe 
Graces are yours as Armour to defend you, Jew-M : 
els to enrich you, and Cordials to refreſh you, 
while you ſojourn in the Wilderneſs, 
3dly, My Creatures are yours. My Creatures 
on Earth are yours to ſerve and ſuſtain you, my 
Angels in Heaven are yours to guard and en- 
camp about you. The Earth is your walking | 
and ſojourning Place, the Heavens your Country | 
and Inheritance. In a Word, O Believer! my 
Ordinances and Sacraments are yours, to 
ſtrengthen and feed you; my Providence is yours, 
to make all Things work for your Good; my 
Rod is yours, my People js yours, my King- 
dom is yours; nay, my eternal Son Chriſt is| 
—_ : „„ 
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outs, all he has done and ſuffered, even his. 
hot Purchaſe is yours: Both Things preſent 
and to come, Life and Death, this World and 
Meaben, all are yours, 1 Cor. iii. 22. Behold, as 
when there was a Covenant made between Je- 
bo ſaphat and the King of Iſrael, Fehoſaphat pro- 
miſed Ahab whatever he had or could do, 
I Kings xxii. 4. I am ſays he, as thou art, in People gs 
I by People, my Horſes as thy Horſes; So in the Co- 
venant of Grace, whatever God hath, or can do, 
is made over to you. But what do I fpeak ? For 
no created Mind can conceive, nor the Tongues 
of Men and Angels, ſhew forth the full Import 
of this Word, I will be your God. 193 8 
III. The Third Thing propoſed was, to ſhew, 
ho this Privilege of having God for our God, 
in Covenant, appears to be the Top of our Hap- 
pineſs. And this doth evidently appear from 
Z theſe Things. h 5 „ 
I. From the Vaſtneſs of the Portion, which 
Believers have in a Covenanted God, as above 
deſcribed. There is more comprehended here, 
than Eye hath ſeen, Ear hath heard, or the Heart of 
Man can conceive. In this Covenant of Grace 
you have all that's good, all that's great, and all 
that can make you happy: You have Covenant 
Preſence, Covenant Proviſion, Covenant Con- 
duct, Covenant Protection, Covenant Support, 
and Covenant Strength for all Duties, Trials 
and Performances in this World: And you have 
eternal Glory covenanted to you for the World 
to come. Now, can any Thing be fo ſatisfying 
to the renewed Mind, as tp review this vaſt Por- 
tion? It is pleaſant for a Man to view his 
Temporal Intereſts, to walk about his 5 
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what are theſe, to this Portion of the Believer 2M 
It was a raviſhing Proſpe& that Moſes got of 
Canaan from Mount Nebo : How pleaſant was it 
to view the lovely Hills, the fruitful Valleys, 
the winding Rivers, the beautiful Gardens, and 
flouriſhing Trees, in that incomparable Land! 
But all that was nothing to the Believer's Cove- 
nanted Inheritance. View the Covenant, and 
ſee who can number the Promiſes and Bleſſings 
contained in it: Time would fail to mention 
them: Read the Scriptures from End to End, and 
behold a dazling and glorious Sight! As the 
Heavens are beſpangled with Stars in a Winter 
Night, ſo is God's Word and Covenant with 
ſhining Promiſes. We may allude to that Paſſage 
jn God's Covenanting with Abraham, Gen. xv, 
5. God brought him forth abroad, and ſaid, # 
Look now toward Heaven aud tell the Stars, if thou © 
be able to number them; ſo ſhall thy Seed be. Look, 
O Belicver, to the Firmament of the Covenant, 
and tell the Stars of the Promiſes, if thou be 
able to Number or weigh them; ſo ſhall alſo the 
Bleſſings and Benefits be, which thou haſt to in- 
_ = | 1 
II. To be in Covenant with God, muſt be 
the Top of our Happineſs, if we conſider the 
Suitableneſs of the Promiſes, and Bleſſings of his 
Covenant to all our Wants and Exigences. All 
that we ſtand in Need of, and all we can de- 
fire is ſully provided for here. O Believers, what 
want ye? What fear ye? What are ye troubled } 
with? Here it may be ſuitably anſwered and 
temedied. Is Sin and Guilt your Trouble? In 
this Covenant there is Pardon and Redempti- 
on. Are your Sins great? Here's the Redeem- 
er's Blood that cleanſeth from all Sin. Are ye con- 
. demned 
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Lemned by the Law's Sentence? Here's a ſuffi- 
cient Righteouſneſs for your Juſtification and 
Acquittance. Are you poor? Here's fine Gold. 
Are yon blind? Here's Eye-Salve. Are you nak- 
ed? Here's white Raiment. Are you ſtarving? 
Here's the Manna and the fatted Calf. Are you 
- diſcaſed 2 Here's the Balm of Gilead. Are you 
| chained Priſoners ? Here's Deliverance for the 
Captives. Are you drown'd in Debt? Here's an 
| 
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all- ſufficient Surety. Are you dead? Here's the 
Reſurrection and the Life. Is Pollution and 
Filthineſs your Trouble? Here's a deep and open 
Fountain that runs continually. Art thou weak 
and unable for Duty? Here is covenanted Grace 
and Strength, which ſhall be ſufficient for thee. 
This Covenant contains all neceſſary and ſuit- 
able Supplies for thy Wants; ſo that if God be 
vour God, according to the Tenor of the Co- 
venant of Grace, your Needs ſhall be richly ſup- 
plied, according to that Promiſe, Phil. iv. 19. 
= My God ball ſupply all your Needs, according to bis 
Kiches, in Glory by Chriſt Jeſus. 88 
III. This Covenant-Relation to God is our 
= greateſt Happineſs, in Regard it doth take the 
Terror out of every Thing that is terrible ro 
the Believer. 1 5 be 
= 2/; This Covenant-Relation removes all Ter- 
2 ror from our Thoughts of God's Helineſs and 
= Juſtice. The Wicked cannot think of a juſt and 
holy God without Horror, and therefore, they 
baniſh the Thoughts of God out of their Minds; 
hence it is ſaid, Pſal. x. 4. God is not in all their 
Thoughts: For as many Thoughts are in their 
Hearts, God is in none of them. But Believ- 
ers may have pleaſant and delightful Thoughts 

of God, as their reconciled Father in * 
l 4 18 
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His Holineſs is a Fountain of Grace to them, 
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( 
and his Juſtice the Security of their Happinets, ih | 
The Covenant-Relation takes all Terror our of | { 
Juſtice, though the moſt terrible Attribute i 
God unto a Sinner, and makes it, that befote 41 
was an Enemy, become a Friend, and enter in- : 
to a ſtrict Alliance with the Believer.” ' Before 
it ſtood as a flaming Sword at the Door of 
Paradiſe, to keep them out: But now it ſtands ; 
as an Advocate pleading for their Entrance. 1 Jo. * 
i. 9. He is faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, 7 
O Believer, thy Happineſs is certain; for Ju- 
ſtice is come over to thy Side, and pleads for þ 
thy Pardon, becauſe the Debt is paid, and for 
6 of Crown of Glory, ſeeing the Price is laid 

own. 4: 
2dh This Quits Bitetion takes all 7 er. 
ror out of Afflictions: Why? 2 It alters the ve- | 
ry Nature of them to Believers, and makes them 
become good and medicinal to them. Pſal. cxix. 
71. Ila. xxvii. 9. Vea, they are changed into Co- 
venanted Mercies. Eſal. Ixxxix. 32. Nſal. cx 
75. Chriſt hath fhed his Blood to purchaſe 
ſan&ified Croſſes to his People. So Believers, ® 
Whatever Trials you meet with, though they | 7 
be ſharp and fmarting, you may make ſuch a 
Reflexion as this, The Lord ſees I want this, 2 
1 IT ſhould not be exerciſed with it: 
covenanted God knows that this and 0 

iel than this is needful for me. 

3dh, It takes the Terror out of the aarming 
Judgments of God, that come on the Wicke 
and Ungodly. When God riſes to take Ven- 


geance on his Enemies, and puniſh finful Na- P 
tions with his deſolating Plagues, you m fay,| d 
Theſe are e the mighty Acts of my God and Ring Jet 


Theſe 
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Theſe Things diſplay my Father's Power and 
Glory: But in Midſt of all, his Children are 
Ahh, It will take the Terror ont of Death: 
For though Death firip you of other Comforts, 
it cannot diſſolve your Covenant-Relation to 
God. You may ſing that Swan-Song, Pſal. Aviii. 
14. For this God is our God for ever and ever, aud 
he will le our Guide even unto Death. It is this 
that gives a Believer Peace in his latter End: 
It made David to triumph in the View of ap- 
© proaching Death. 2 Sam. xxiii. 5: Death muſt 
7 ſurcly be the King of Terrors to an Unbeliever ; 
Z why ? It is terrible to think, I am going to 
4 appear before that God J do not know, I have 
r no Intereſt in, nor Acquaintance with: How 
J can I expect Help from him now, whom 1 
ee never loved, nor ſought unto before? But a 
covenanted Soul may ſay, <* I will not fear, 
* for I know whither I am going, the Place 1 
know, and the Way I know, and the God of 
that Land I know. Why ſhould I be un- 
* willing to go to my covenanted God and 
Friend, with whom I have had ſweet Con- 
4 verſe, whoſe Preſence I carncſtly have longed 
RE for? Is not Death my Father's Servant, ſent 
© to bring me home to my Father's Houle, 
F* where Fi be put in full Poſſeſſion of all the 
7* Bleifings of the Covenant? Surely then the 
Day of my Death will be better to me than 
the Day of my Birth. 
EF 5:bly, This Covenant-Relation takes the Ter- 
or out of the great Juadgment-Day. Why? O 
Believer, It is the Day of your covenanted Re- 
deemer's Coming to take you Home to dwell 
ſeternally with him. Doth not a chaſt Wife 
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long for the Return of her Husband ? And wil 
not a believing Soul, betrothed to Chriſt, long fot 
the glorious Bridegroom's Return to conſummate 
the happy Marriage? Let others tremble at hi; 


Coming, and cry to the Rocks to hide them from i 


Face of the Lamb; but ſurely you have Cauſe to 
life up your Head with Foy, f 
demption draweth nigh. . . 
-  qthly, This Covenant-Relation to God i; 7 
our greateſt Happineſs; for it doth exceedingh|| 
ſweeten every Thing that is comfortable. 1. 1: 
ſweetens the Thoughts of Chriſt to a Believer# 
When the Word brings the News of his Glory toi 
your Ears, or the Sacrament ſets him forth 25 
crucified before your Eyes, your Hearts may pre. 
ſently warm to him, and cry with Thomas, I 
Lord, and my God ! and with Paul, It is the Son A 
God who loved me, and gave himſelf for me And 
with the Spouſe, My Beloved is mine, and I an® 
his. All he did and ſuffered, was for me; his 
bloody Sweat, his painful Wounds, his dying 
? Groans were for me. He thought on me, 
” when he was on the Croſs: My Name is this 
Day on his Breaſt-plate : He ſtill thinks on 
me, and pleads for me, as his covenanted® 
” Spouſe. I know my Redeemer liveth ; and becauſ. 
he lives, I ſhall live alſo.” Good Ground have 
you to ſay with the Eſalmiſt, P/al. civ. 34. % 
Meditation of him ſhall be ſueet; I will be glad iu ti 
Lord. BW. if A 
 2dly, It will make Goſpel-Ordinances very 
ſweet: As for Inſtance, 1. Prayer may be ſweet} 
to a covenanted Soul: Is it not ſweet to come 


into God's Preſence, aud call him Our Father, 
And ſpeak to him as ſuch ? Father, grant me thu ;. 


and the other good Thing which I want. An unco-| 


or the Day of your Re 


venanted | 
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venanted Soul comes before God as his Judge: 
But, O! it is comfortable to draw nigh to him 
Jas our reconciled God and Father in Chriſt, and 
Ewith a holy Confidence fpread our Wants before 
him. 2. It will make the Y/ord ſweet; a cove- 
nanted Soul may read, and hear it as a Love-letter 
Icome from his Friend and Husband, and may 
ſweetly apply the Promiſes of it to himſelf, and 
ſay, This is mine; this was God's gracious un- 
changeable Purpoſe to me in Chriſt : And O, but 
that would make the Word as a lovely Song in 
our Ears! 3. It will make the Lord's Supper 
weer. O covenanted Souls, you can come to 
this holy Table, as to a precious Feaſt provided 
"for you; you can come as God's Friends and in- 


1 vited Gueſts, and expect a kindly Welcome 
from him: Ir is to you he ſaith, Eat, O Friends, 


9 drink, yea, drink abundantly, O Beloved, Cant. v. 
4 1. This is your Father's Table covered for you; 
many preſume thither who have no Right; but 
l you have no ground to queſtion your Right, nor 
"BF doubt your Welcome: A Communion-day may 
be a pleaſant Day to you, and yon may rejoice 
at the Intimarion and Approach of it, and look 
Jon it as a Foretaſte of Heaven, and a Pledge of 
your eterr al Communion with God. | 

ZZ 34!y, This Covenant-Relation will ſweeten your 
"2 Toughts of God's Works, both of Creation and 
Providence. When you walk thro' the Fields, 
you may ſay, I walk on my Father's Footſtool, 
& which he hath given me to ſojourn upon while I 
am here below. When you view the Structure 
Jof the Heavens, you may ſay, Behold my Father's 
Palace, where he dwells, and where I will dwell 
vith him ere long: If the Floor and Pavement of 
Fit be fo glorious, what muſt its Roof, Walls, 
_— F 2 Gates 
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Gates and Furniture be? Yet it is my Home 
and Dwelling- place, prepared by Chriſt my Fore- 
runner. When you conſider the Diſpenſations of 
Providence, and God's various Dealings towards 
you, you may ſay, How great Pains is he at 
with me, to promote my Welfare, and prepare þ 
me for Heaven? 'Tho' Diſpenſations be ſome- 
times myſterious now, yet how wiſe and beauti- 
ful will the whole Scheme of Providence concer- 
| ning me appear in the Iſſue? | 
1 4thly, It will ſweeten all your outward Mercies: | 
| Why? you may receive them as Love- Tokens 
2 from Heaven, and Pledges of God's Fatherly 
Good-will to you in Chriſt. Art thou raiſed 
from a Sick-bed, or delivered from any Trouble? 
you may ſay of it as Hezekiah did, Iſai. xxxviii 
17. Thou haſt, in Love to my Soul, delivered it fron 
the Pit of Corruption. Again, every Meal of Meat, 
or Morſel of Bread thou eateſt, may be doubly 
| ſweet to you; for it is the Fruit of Chriſt? = 
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s Pur- 
chaſe; it is dipt in his Blood, and comes thro' 
the Covenant- Channel to thy Hand: Thou mayſt 
ſpy Covenant-Love in every common Mercy; 
thou enjoyelt it not as a Creature, but as an Heir: 
Thy Father ſends it from his own Table to thee, 
as an Earneſt of greater and better Things laid 
up for thee hereafter. That Word belongs to 
thee, which we have in Eccl. ix. 7. Go thy W, 
eat thy Bread with Joy, and drink thy Wine uitha 
merry Heart; for God now accepteth thy Works. : 
Laſtly, This Covenant-Relarion to God is our 
greateſt Happineſs, in regard of the ſure and in- | 
diſſoluble Nature of it, Jai. liv. 10. Mutable | 
Creatures alter their Purpoſes, and break their 
Leagues and Covenants which they make; but FF 
God will never break his Covenant of Grace we F 
; « * 8 
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is People. A Covenant with a Nation may be 


>. diſſolved, as with the People of the Jews, becauſe 
of Wit is not built on the eternal Purpoſe of God, to 
is pur his Fear in their Hearts; but it hath a Re- 
x: ipe& to their Obedience. But his Covenant with 
re the Ele& is indifloluble, ſeeing it depends on 


God's eternal Purpoſe, to make them perſevere 
in his Ways. The Covenant of Grace doth not 
run thus, I will be their God, if they will be my Peo- 
© ple; but, I will be their God, and they ſhall be my 
People. He puts a Condition indeed in his Cove- 


Th 

nannt of Grace; but he has reſolved and decreed 
from Eternity, to work that Condition in their 
Hearts, Fer. xxxii. 40. I will make an everlaſting 
Covenant with them, that I will not turn away from 


= them to do them good; but I will put my Fear in their 
= Hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me, There 
ve ſee, that God is on both Sides in this Cove- 
2 nant ; he engages not only for his own Part, but 
for ours, that we ſhall fear him, and ſhall not 
' 7 depart from him. How happy then are Believers 
who are in Covenant with God! They are a hap- 
= py People; and nothing can deprive them of their 
7 Happineſs. Adultery may diſſolve the Marriage- 
Covenant among Men, but not ſo here; for God 
ſaith to his covenanted People, Thou haſt played 
the Harlot with many Lovers, yet return again unto 
= me: Turn ye backſliding Children, ſaith the Lord; 
= for I am married unto you, Jer. iii. 1. 14. Again, 
Death cannot diſſolve this Covenant-Relation, as 

it doth among Men; but brings us the nearer to 
our covenanted God: So that a covenanted Soul, 
when he finds Death begin to aſſault his Clay- 
Tabernacle, he may even rejoice, and ſing with 
the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. Ixxiii. 26. My Fleſh and my Heart 
faileth, but God is the Strength of my Heart, and my 
5 TY F 3 Portion 
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Portion for ever. What tho* my Eye and Heart- 
ſtrings be ready to break, and the Lamp of my 
Life be like a Candle burnt to the Socket, and 
near the going out; yet ſtill God is my God, 
and Portion for ever. Thus Olevian, a dying 


Saint, comforted himſelf, My Hearing is gone, 1) 
ſmelling is gone, and my Sight is going: My Speech 
and Feeling are almoſt gone; but the loving Kindneſs 
of God is ſtill the ſame, and will never depart from 


ME. 


Application. 


_ Uſe I. Of Iaſormation. We may hence ſee, 1. 
How far miſtaken the World is about a Bcliey- | 
er's Lot; they many times reckon them pcor and 


deſpicable, and the Off- ſcouring of all Things; 
but certainly they are, of all Perſons in the World, 


the wiſeſt; for they make the wiſe/# Choice, and 
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and the beſt Bargain: Nay, they are the richeſt 


too, for all Things are theirs ; tho” they oft ſeem to 


the World to have nothing, 2 Cor. vi. 10. 


_ 2dly, We may hence inter, that Belicrers have | 
no Ground to envy the Worldling of h.s Portion, 
but rather to pity him; for he hath no more than 


what is ſeen by all, and that but fo: a ſhort N 


Time, Pſal. xvii. 14. Lake vi. 24. A carnal RY 
Man may ſay, This Houſe, this Ella:e, this 
Money is mine; but a Chriſtian can ſay, This | 


God is mine: And a covenanted God is more than 
Ten thouſand Kingdoms. 

_ Ute II. Of Teriour, to thoſe that are out 
of the Bond of this Covenant: For if the People 


be ſo happy, whoſe God is the Lord, how unhappy | 


and miſerable mult they be, whoſe God is eg 
| w the 
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the Lord : Nay, your Caſe is unſpeakably ſad and, 
diſmal; and O! that God would ſend a wake- 
ning Word to all ſuch, and ſound an Alarm in 


your Ears this Day. 


1. Yon have neither Art nor Part in the God 
of Iſrael, Eph. 1i. 12. He ſtands in no Relation to 


vou, but that of Creator, and ſo ſtands he to the 
Devils: But what Comfort can they draw from 
that? for he that made them, will not have Mercy 
= on them, and he that formed them, will ſhew them no 


Favour. „„ „ 

24h, Yon are under a Covenant of Works, and 
under its fearful Curſe and Sentence for the Breach 
thereof. It is terrible to be under Sentence of 


© Deach by an earthly Judge, and to be looking e- 
2 very Hour to be taken forth to the Scaffold: But 


your Caſe is far worſe; you are doom'd to eter- 
nal Death, and you may be looking every Mo- 
ment to be led forth to Execution. When you 
awake in the Morning, you may ſay, Shall this 
be the Day of my Execution? ſhall I be taken to 
the Scaffold of divine Vengeance before Night? 
Every Head-ach or ſick Heart, every Pain or 


Stitch in Back or Breaſt, may put you to ſay, Is 


this the Meſſenger that the Judge is to ſend to 
bring me forth ? Sad is your Caſe, O uncove- 
nanted Soul, you may ſleep and wake in continu- 
al Fear; for you are ſtill tottering on the Brink 
of Hell, and Ridge of Deſtruction. O! tremble 
then to lie down another Night in this Condition. 


In the Name of God, I obteſt you to awake from 
Sleep, and find no Reſt for the Sole of your Foot, 
till, like Noah's Dove, ye come into the Ark of- 


the Covenant. 


'Uſe III. Of Examination. O Communicants, 


try if ye be within this Covenant; remember, if 


you 


„ The Hopinſi N being Sex. 
* Gu be not, you have no Right to the Seals of 
It, no Right to fit down at the Lord's Table 
Let a Man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat : And 
examine your ſelves by theſe Marks, 1. Know 


you any Thing of a Change of your State? Can 


you ſay ? Once I was a bond Slave to Satay 
and an Enemy of God : Once I loved Sin, and] 


” hated Holineſs ; but now God, has opened my |; 


Eyes, and humbled my Heart for Sin, and! 
made me caſt down the Weapons of my Rebel- : 
” lion at his Feet: Once I was at Peace without 
” Chriſt the Mediator; but now I ſee nothing 
but Fire and Wrath out of him: Once IF 
thought little of Sin; but now I fee it to be 


Then this is a good Sign. 


that knoweſt all Things, knoweſt that I love thee. ® 
Lord, tho' I cannot hear, pray, praiſe, or Com- 
municate as I ought, yet thou knowelt I love thee ; 
yea, I love thee above all Things. And tho all 
the Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures of the World 
were in my Offer or Poſſeſſion, and Chriſt would 
fay, You muſt either part with theſe, or part 
with me; my Heart would anſwer, Lord, abide | 
thou with me, and let them all be gone. 8 
. 3dhz, Theſe that are in Covenant with God, | 
have certainly made Choice of Gad, as their 
God and Portion. Can you ſay you have done | 
this, O doubting Communicant? Tho you | 
cannot ſay, that God hath choſen you, yet doth 
Four Heart truly chuſe him? And are you re- 
Tolved never to be ſatisfied without him ? and 


whatever 


way a<gF a ww -- 


the moſt black and bloody Thing in the World: 


 2dly, If you be in Covenant with God, you i. 
will certainly love God with your Hearts, and 
love the Mediator who brought you into the Co- 
venant. Can you ſay then with Peter? Lord, thu 


whatever Offers be made you, yet you will be 
put off with nothing beſides God. Then this 
m y give you Comfort. | | | 
arhly, Can you lay you have made a Refigna- 
jon of your ſelves, and of all you have to God, 
und you reſolve to renew it again this Night in 
Seoret, and to Morrow before Men and Angels? 
Then it is a Token for Good. It may be, doubt- 
ing Soul, Thou art fear d to ſay, Lord, thou art 
my God; but canſt thou venture to ſay? Lord, I 
Jam thine, 1 raſolve to be thine, and thine anhy; 1 
will not be nn own, IT will not be the Deuil's, I will 
not be the World's, I will nat be my Luſt c; Lord, I 
Jam reſolved to be none s but thine. Well, let this 
Zcomfort you when other Marks cannot. For if 
once you come the Length to ſay, Lord, 1am 

I thiue, you may _ the next Place, Lord, thous 

art mine; for the Relation is always reciprocal: 
And this is the Reaſoning of the Spouſe, Cant. 
vi. 3. 1 am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is 
nine. . | 

Fh, Are you mightily pleas d with the Con- 
rrivement and Defign of this Covenant, which 
is to debafe Self, and exalt free Grace ? And 
would you defire Heaven, tho* it were for no 
more, but to ſtand eternal Monuments of free 
Grace, and join your Note with the Redeemed, 
eternally to cry, Not unto us, wot unto us, but to 
bee beithe Glory? 

And Lafth, Are you inelined to perform Co- 
venant Duties conſoientiouſly, and that in a Co- 
venunt-way, relying on 'Covenant-ftrength, and 

from a Principle of Love and Gratitude ro your 

| Cornanted God, and with an Eye to glorify 

his Name? Then 9 not to come forward = 
G tike 
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rake the Seal of the Covenant, for you belong 
to it. | | | | | 
USE IV. Of Exbortation. And this I ſhail 
dire& to all that hear the Goſpel, eſpecially f 
Communicants. O come take hold of God's Þ 
Covenant, and enter your ſelves within the Bond! 
of it; and then come and take God's Seal to 
the Bargain. I here, in my Great Lord and Ma- 
ſter's Name, make offer of God's Covenant to 
all of you, be what ye will, Goſpel-ſlighters, 
Rebels againſt God, graceleſs and profane Sin- 


ners, carnal and Earthly-minded Souls, Hypo- 


crites, Formaliſts, Backſliders, weary and heavy 
laden Sinners, doubting and diſcouraged Souls; 
I exhort- and beſcech you all to come and take 


hold of God's Covenant, make Choice of God n 


for your God and Portion, and Jeſus Chriſt for 
your Mediator and Peace-maker with God, and] 
reſign your ſelves freely to God in Chriſt, O Sin- 
ners, the Covenant is tree, the Call is preſſing, 
the Offer is great, the Bargain excellent. 4 
This is the moſt honourable and advantagious 


Bargain that ever you made, the Deſign of my 


whole Sermon has been to recommend it, and 
perſwade you to cloſe with it: God knows how 
your Hearts ſtand inclined. But I would hav 
you all to remember that our Time is ſhort, and 
the Hour is coming. when we that are Miniſter IM, 


muſt leave this Work ot beſeeching, preſſing and ti 
arguing with you, and go to him that ſent us | 


with a faithful Account of the Iſſue of our Me- 
fage. And O how ſad and unpleaſant will the 
Account be that we mult give of theſe of you 
whom we leave unperſwaded to take hold of 
God's Covenant? It will be a melancholly 
- 'Thing, and Matter of Grief, to accuſe any of 
you x” 
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ill not prevent it by your Hearkning and O- 


all Þ , . 

ly beying. If you do it not in Time, as God is 
rl in Heaven, you will eternally repent it; I do 
nd pere warn you of your Danger, and call Heaven 


and Earth to record againſt you, that I am free 
of your Blood. O young People ! what ſay ye 
to it? will ye take hold of the Covenant? Your 
Baptiſm will not profit you, unleſs now when 
ve are of Age ye ratifie your Parents Deed, re- 


y join your ſelves unto the Lord in a perpetual 
g. Covenant. If ye approach to the Lord's Table 
e without doing it, you will be unworthy Com- 
4 nunicants, you will be guilty of the Body and 
Hood of the Lord, you will but mock God and 
eceive your own Souls. I have not Time to 


Enſwer Objections againft Covenanting with 
Cod; I ſhall only ſpeak to one Queſtion, and 
Shen conclude, — + _ £01 
| Queſt. But you may ſay, What would you 
have us doing, in order to our being brought in- 
to God's Covenant? We would gladly be of the 
Number of that happy People, whoſe God is 
the Lord, and who are in Covenant with him; 
but we know not how to get into it. | 
| Anſw. Surely the Soul is not wholly paſſive in 
this Tranſaction, but muſt be active in it. Some- 
thing is to be done on our Part, when we enter 
into Covenant with God; and therefore we are 
called to join our ſelves unto the Lord in a perpetual 
Covenant, Jer. l. 5. I do not mean, that we can 
do any Thing to enter our ſelves into Covenant 
vith God in our own Strength; no, it is God 
by his Spirit that worketb in us both to will and to 
, of his good Pleaſure. 6 Duty is aurs, but 
a | Oo 2 | | 6.16 
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you to the Father ; but we muſt do it, if you 


new your Baptiſmal Engagements, and perſonal- 


1 

| 

| 

| 

| 
i 
1 
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the Work is the Spirit's. It is the Spirit that 
courts the Heart, and prevails with the Soul to 
give its Conſent to this bleſſed Bargain: But, in 
the mean time, let us be minting at our Duty as 
we can, looking for the Spirit's Concirrence, Þ 
And there are Four Things to be done by us, in 
order to our being in Covenant with God, and i 
God help every Communicant to aim at then 
ſincerely this Night. 1. Renanciation. 2. 4. 
ceptation. 3. Dedication. 4. Solemn Engage 
ment. e 

1. You muſt heartily Renounce and break Lea- 
gue with all the Lord's Enemies and Rivals, H 
xiv. S. and particularly renounce, r. Satans Govert- 
ment; tho formerly you was led Captive by him 
at his Will, yet now folemnly renounce all Sub- 
je&ion to him, and hearken no more to his Sug: 
geſtions and Temptations, let God alone hate 
the Throne. 2. Renounce the Vorld, be no 
more a Slave to it as you have been; ſer your 
Heart no longer on its Profits and Pleaſures, a 
your Portion and Inheritance; but make God 
your Treaſure. 3. Renounce the Hes; hows 
ver its Luſts have been beloved by you, let then 
reign no more in you; but condemn them to 
be crucified as the Murderers of Chriſt. 4. Re 
nounce your own Righteonſneſs in point of Juſt 
fication and Acceptance with God, and ſolemn- 
1y diſclaim all Truſt or Confidence in your ow 

Duties and Performances. ED 
_ -2dly, Acceptation. Heartily aim at to mak: 
Choice, and accept of God in Chriſt, as yout 
Soul's Portion and Inheritance, Pſal. Ixxiii. 25 
But obſerve, how God is to be choſen, only it 
and through Chriſt the Mediator; for out 9 
Cbriſt, he is a conſuming Fire; therefore accep 
CM» „ 5 is” — 3 6 4 " " 
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of precious Chriſt as your Guide and Way to the 
Father, and of his Satisfaction and Merits, as 
the Ranſom for delivering you from Wrath. Ac- 
cept of the Holy Ghoſt as your Sanctifier, Quick- 
ner and Comforter; and heartily acquieice in 
the Covenant of Grace, and Goſpel-method of 
Salvation thro Chriſt, as well ordered in all 
— + e 

3dly, Dedication. As God gives himſelf whol- 


1y to you, ſo do you dedicate and give up your 


{elves, and all that you have, wholly and unre- 

ſervedly to God, 2 Chron. xxx. 8. Give up your 

Souls with all their Powers and Faculties; your 

Bodies, with all their Senſes and Members; and 
all your Enjoyments Temporal and Spiritual, to 

be employed for God and his Honour, and to be 
intirely diſpoſed of for his Service and Glory. 

' 4thly, Solemu Engagement. You mult reſolve 
and engage, in the Strength of Chriſt your Surety, 
to live wholly to your Covenanted God, and 
walk with him in Newneſs of Life, perform eve- 
ry Duty he commands, ſuffer patiently what he 
inflicts, watch againſt every Sin he forbids, and 
Manfully fight againſt his Enemies. Thus be 
aiming at your Duty, and lay your ſelves in the 
Spirit's Way, and who knows but God will pity 
and help you, honeſtly to take hold of his Cove» 
nant, and alſo himſelt ſay Amen to the Bargain. 
The Lord bleſs his Word. Armen 
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Wherefore, as the Holy Ghoſt faith, To Day if 1 
je will hear his Voicè, harden not your Hearts, 

48 in * ene & c. a 


ſomething of the Mediator's Glory and Ex- 
cellency; he ſhews, that he is far preferable 
to Moſes, as much as the Builder of the Houſe 
s greater than the Houſe ; and that he alone is 
the Eternal Son of God, the Great Prophet, and 
Teacher of his Church. And having laid down 
feveral Propoſitions to this Purpoſe, he comes to 
draw an Inference from them in the Words of 
my Text, Wherefore, &. As 1 he had 4 1 
3 | 


T this Chüpter, the Apoſtle doth diſplay 


- 
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Seeing Chriſt is the chief Apoſtle and Prophet 
of his Church, a Teacher ſent from God to 
inſtru& the World; it is therefore our indiſpen- 
ſible Duty to hear his Voice, comply with his 
Counſels, and that without Delay; and this Ex- 
bhortation the Apoſtle ſtrengthens with that of 
| David, Pſal. xcv. 7 on FERP W 
In the Words we have, 1ſt, The illative Par- 
ticle, Mhere fore, which denores the Deduction 
of the enſuing Exhortation from the preceeding 
{ Diſcourſe. 2dly, We have the Authority which 
the Apoſtle cites for his. Exhortation, even that 
ol the Holy Ghoſt. who of old ſpake by David, 
Pſal. xcv. and now ſpeaketh by him in the 
Text. 3dly, In the Exhortation, we have 2 
Duty required of us, viz. Hearing of Chriſt 
Voice, Hear his Voice; not the Voice of a meer 
{ Man, not the Voice of an Apoſtle or Angel, 
but of the Eternal Son of God, that glotions 
| Ambaſſador of Heaven, who was ſent to the 
World for advancing a Treaty of Peace ; his 
Voice we are to hear, his Inſtructions and Calls 
we are to comply with. _ 4thly, We have 
the Circumſtance of Time, and ſpecial Seaſon 
when this Duty is to be done, and that is pre- 
ſently, To Day, or in this ſolema Day orf 
Grace. 5thly, We have, in the following 
+ Verſe, a Cautionary Direction to all that fit un- 
der the Goſpel, to beware of hardening their 
| Hearts, or ſtopping their Ears againſt Chriff's 
Calls, as the obſtinate and hard-hearted Jews 
did in the Wilderneſs. 5 


DocraI NE 1. That the Conſideration of the 
Authority f the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking in the Scrip- 
tures, ſhould mightily enforce upon us the . 
WE aa there 


& 


there exhorted. We ſhould conſider whoſe An 
thotity we deſpiſe, when we flight the Offers, 
Calls, and Duties preſſed in the Gofpd, even 

That of the Holy Ghoſt ; and it is . fearful Thing 


ro ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 

Docr. 2. That the Voice which we are called uh 
hear in and by the Goſpel, it is Chrift*s Pdiœ; it is 
not the . 7 — * Tp neg A, rhe Voice 
'of the Son an e 

x. |. But the Do@rme r 
handle at this Time, ſhalt be drawn chiefly from 
the Scafon of preffing this Duty 28 
Dover. 3 — all who fit A the Goſpel, 
Poulid be WR: o improve the Seaſons of Grace, 
and Gul ales wen portunities of hearing oe s Voce, whith 
lows them 


In handling this Doctrine, I ſhall ** 


1. What is implied in hearing of Chriſt's 
Voice in the Goſpel. ” He 
2. Thar there are ſome ſpecial 


> of Chrift's Voice, and what theſe are. 
. How we  ovght to im 


| We: 


them. 
5 1 mal appiy rhe whole. 


CM to the N, What is imported in hearing . 


of Chriſt's Voice in the Goſpel. I mall not in- 
fiſt on what is prefuppoſed in it, 
Ears are naturally ſtopped againſt Chrift ; and it 


is only a Work of his Power on the Soul that enn 


Plies. 
Iſt, This Hearing doth j 
the — to de Chriſtꝰs Vote: 


ſons fot hea- 
theſe Se- 
4. Reaſons why we ſhould carefully improve ö 


viz.. That our | 


open them: But ſhew what | directly im- 
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Voice of Man. As long as we regard what we 
hear, only as the Voice of a Miniſter, or Man 
like our ſelves, it will never humble us, nor pre- 
vail with our ſtubborn Hearts; but when we be- 
gin to take it up as the Voice of God, or Chriſt 


| ſpeaking to us from Heaven, then the Soul doth 
hearken, confider, and obey. Tall Samuel knew 
| that it was the Lord's Voice ſpeaking to him, 
I Sam. 1, he ſtill took the wrong Courſe; he 
| went to Eli, when he ſhould have hearkned to 


| God. | 

24h, A cloſs and ſerious Attention of the Mind 
to what we hear. The Soul that hears Chriſt's 
Voice, ſtops his Career in purſning Sin and the 
| World, which always makes a buzzing Noiſe 
about his Ears; and applies his Ear to hear what 
! Chriſt ſaith: Turns attentive to, and ſerious a- 


bout the Things of Eternity. .,  _ 
* 3dh, The Application of what Chriſt ſaith 


unto us in particular: As if Chriſt ſpoke to us 


by Name and Sirname, and ſaid to us, as Na- 


- © than did to David, Thou art the Man. We com- 


' monly neglect what Chriſt ſaith by his Word, by 
putting it by our ſelves to others; but we bear 
him aright, when we bring what he ſaith eloſs 
home to our own Hearts and Conſciences, and 
| fay, It is to me this Word is directed; it is 
me that Chriſt: intends; it is I that the Lawe 
| © condemns, and that Juſtice threatens. I am 


©* the guilty Sinner that have ſhut out Chriſt, 
and preferred my Luſts to him, and yet he 
+ now  picicy” me, and calls me be aßen 8 
1 A through Conviction of the Neceſſity 

Advantage of yielding to Chriſt's Calls 5 


2 N 


13 be not loſt, as alas they are to 2 
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knocked, ſaying, Open to me, ariſe and come 
ach, and yet J have fit ſtill, and given him 2 
deaf Ear; but now I ſee, I am loſt, undone 


and condemned in my preſent Caſe ; if Death 
Knock before I open to Chriſt, I can look for 
nothing but the bottomleſs Pit to open and 
{ſwallow me up for ever. But if I open to Chriſt, 
I am happy, 'and out of the Reach of Wrath for 
Ever. | 

5thly, It imports, the Souls cordial comply- 
ing with Chriſt's Calls, and conſenting to re- 
ceive and embrace him, as he is offered. in 
the Goſpel ; that is to ſay, as a Prophet to teach 
us, a Prieſt to attone for us, and a King to rule 


us. The Man that hears Chriſt's Voice, goes 


in heartily with the Goſpel Method of Salvati- 
on, acquieſces in that noble Contrivance of 
Grace, 1s well content to be juſtified by Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, to be taught at Chriſt's School, 
and governed by his Laws. | 
II. The ſecond Thing to be diſcourſed is, 
that there are ſome ſpecial Seaſons for hearing Chriſt; 


Voice, that ſhould be carefully improven ; and what Þ 
theſe are. There are ſome advantageous oppor- Þ 
tune Seaſons of Grace, wherein God is ready to 
receive and entertain us, which are called in 
Scripture, an accepted Time, and Day of Salvati- Þ 
en, 2 Cor. vi. 2. an accepted Time, i. e. a Time 
well pleaſing to God. A Day of Salvation, i. e. 
a Day wherein the Improvers of it may get Sal- 
vation begun in pardoning aed ſanctifying Grace? 
and Eternal Salvation ow ck in Heaven 


made ſure to them. Now ſuch Times and 
Seaſons ſhould be carefully managed, that they 


mention ſome of theſe Seaſons. 
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I. The preſent Time, when yon have Goſpel 
Ordinances, and Health and Strength to attend 


them: That is a [Seaſon carefully to be im- 
proven; and hence the Spirit of God ſaith ſo fre- 
| quently, yea no lefs than three Times in this 
zd Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews,” To Day, 
70 Day, To. Day. God cries to you, To Day 
| hear my Voice; but Satan ſays to you, To Mor- 
vu is Time enough. But ſurely, God's Seaſon 
is the beſt, O Sinner! To Day thou art in 
Health, To Morrow thou may'ſt be in Sickneſs - 
To Day thon art living, Fo Morrow thou 
may'ſt be dying: To Day thou art on Earth, 
To Morrow thou may'ſt be in Hell: To Day 
* Chriſt is ſmiling and inviting you to come unto” 
him; But To Morrow he may be frowning, 
and ſentencing you to depart from him, never to 
return again. And ſhould not the preſent Time, 
then, when you enjoy Ordinances, and Health 
to attend them, be duly improven? 
II. The Time of Touth is a ſpecial Seaſon of 
Grace. Eccleſ. xii. 1. Remember now thy Creator 
in the Days of thy Youth ; O young Folk, this is 
an accepted Time, and a Day of Salvation: It is 
a a moſt advantageous Opportunity for hearkning 
to Chriſt's Voice; For, 1. Now the Heart is 
more tender, and the Will more plyable than 
afterwards. Now the Heart is ſooner affected 
and melted for Sin, than afterwards; for old 
Age turns ſtiff and inflexible. The Branches of a 
young Tree will bow, and train up any Way, 
but when old they wilt not ply. 240), Now 


you have not ſuch Sins to burden the Conſcience, 
harden the Heart, and hinder you from coming 


to Chriſt, as you will have afterwards. 3 4%, 
Now your Minds and Thoughts are more free 


H 2 : of 
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of Cares and Anxieties about the World, than 
they will be afterwards; and fo more fit for 
cloling and tranſacting with Chriſt in the Go- 
ſpel, 4thly,. It is a Seafon that God eſpecially 
regards. Under the Law, He required the Firſt- 
Fruits as his Portion, and would have all the 
Sactifices that were offered to him, to be young, 
and in their Strength. Exod. xxiii. 19. Lev. ii. 14, 
And ſtill he loves the Seaſon of Youth, and re- 
members the Kindneſs of Youth long afterwards, 
Ecclef. xii. 1. Jer. ji. 27 3. The mourning, ray- 


ing and praiſing of young Folk, the moſt me- 


lodious Mufick in God's Ears: Wherefore, let 
the precious Seaſon of Youth be diligently im- 
proven. Are there not ſome young Communi- 


cans here? O! improve this Day of Salvation, 
a Time of Youth is the moſt uſual Seaſon of 
Converſton, and Acquaintance with Chriſt. If 


you look through the Land, among the People of 
God, you'll perhaps find ſcarce one of a Hun- 
died, but will date his Converſion, and firſt 


cloſing with Chriſt from the Time of Youth. 
ree do not bud or bloſſom, when young, © 
it is a Sign that it is barren, and will not bear 


Ita 


at all afterwards. O then | now in the Days 


of Youth: lay a ſure Foundation Stone; take 
heed! to your firit Communicating ; ſtrive for 
Heart Sincerity in hearing Chriſt's Voice, cloſing Þ 
with the Gofpet Offr, and ke with 


os Bt 

HE A Seaſon when People enjoy Plenty and 
Parity of Goſpel Ordinances with Peace and 
Safety, ought carefully to be improven. And 
now you have ſuch a Scafon, you have Plenty of 
Miniſters, Plenty of Sermons, Sacraments; ſo- 
lemn Calls, free Offers, faithful * - 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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neſt Intreaties, and powerful Perſwaſions, and 
none to make you afraid. It is propheſied of the 
Goſpel-Times, Pſal. Ixviii. 11. That the Lord ſbal 
give the Word, and great ſhall be the Company of 


| them that publiſh it. Now you have many faich- 
tal Labourers ; in every Pariſh you have ſuch as 


publiſh the Word, and preach the glad Tidings 


| of Reconciliation: Many a Time have your 
| Chriſt crucified ſer forth before your Eyes in the 
| Lord's Supper; and again, the Lord is to give 
you in this Place a new Occaſion for it. Theſe 
are precious Seaſons, which our Fathers ſome- 
times would have prized at a high Rate; when 
they were put to ſeek their ſpiritual Bread witlr 
the Peril of their Lives, becauſe of the Sword 
in the Wilderneſs. The Lord hath made his 
Arm bare in Behalf of the Goſpel: He hath diſ- 
! abled its Enemies, ſettled the Ark in its Place, 


and ſtill continues Plenty of pure Otdinances, 


maugre all the Contrivances and Attempts of 
Enemies for their Oppreſſion. O! for Heatts 
to value and improve ſuch precious Oppottunis 


IV. A Time when God gives a People provi- 


| dential Warnings, to waken and excite them to 
attend his Word and Ordinances, is a Seaſon to 


be improven. God hath oft threatned us with 
a bloody Sword; and now he is threatning us 


with the approaching of the Peſtilence ; that 
* Waſtin 


Stroke that lays Heaps upon Heaps, 


makes Death to ride in Triumph thro' the Streets. 
Many Warnings of approaching Judgments have 
we formerly miſimproven; and therefore, God 
may come upon us unawares, and ſurprize us 
with his Judgments without Warning. Well, 
while God is taking Pains on us, and giving us 

5 15 5 Warning 
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Let ws be moved with Fear, (like 


as the Heat of Zeal and Love. I 


Warning at a Diſtance, let us improve the Seaſon 
by hearkning- to Chriſt's Voice in . the Goſpel, 

oah) and pro- 
vide an 'Ark for the ſaving of our Souls, before 
the Flood of Wrath approach. Nay, bleſkd be 
God, the Ark is prepared to our Hand, and 


there is a Window opened in the Side thereof 


for our Entrance; Let us take the Wings of 
Faith, and flie thither without Delay. 

V. A Time when the izward Workings of the 
Spirit on the Conſcience, concur with the exter- 
nal Diſpenſation of the Word and Saeraments, 
is a ſpecial Seaſon to be improven. It is then, 
that a great and efjefual Door is opened both 
to Miniſters and People. Paul had this Door 
opened to him at Epheſus, amongſt many Ad- 
verſaries. 1 Cor. xvi. 9. Oh if it were ſo with 
us! we needed not fear all thatAdverſaries ean do 
againſt the Goſpel. But we have it to regret, 
that though God hath outwardly reſtrained Ad- 
verſaries, yet a great and effeftual Door is not 
opened to us: Still the Door is ſtrait both for 
Miniſters and People : God's Spirit is greatly 
reſtrained inzour Day. If it be asked, When it is 
that a wide or effectual Door is opened? An. 
It is only when the Spirit of God is poured out 
in a plentiful Way, both on Miniſters and Peo- 
ple. When God's Spirit, was thus poured out, 
after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, then both the Graces and 


the Gifts of the Spirit were communicated in a 


plentiful Meaſure. Then Miniſters had great 
Light of Knowledge and Underſtanding, as well 

. was eaſie for 
them to ſtudy and preach, they had clear Uptakings 


of the Matters of God, and a great Readineſs 
and Liberty of Expreſſion. Their Hearts were 


enlarged 


* ay 1 a 
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enlarged, their Minds enlightened, their Memo- 
ries were ſtrengthned, and they had a Door of 
| Utterance opened, #. e. A great Facility in de- 

claring of their Minds; they were no Way ſtrait- 
ned Be proper Matter or fit Words; their 
Hearts indited goodly Things, and their Tongues 
| were as the Pen of a ready Writer. Thus it is 
| ſtill, when the Spirit of God is remarkably pour- 
ed out. Then the Preaching of the Goſpel is 
| both pleaſant and powerful; Miniſters Hearts 
are warmed, and Peoples Hearts are melted ; 
| Miniſters Mouths are opened, and Peoples Ap- 
petites enlarged. There is ſuch a Thing as the 
* Spirit of God, his ſtriving with the Hearts and 
Conſciences of Hearers, in and by the Word. Gen. 

vi. 3. And when he thus ſtrives, it makes an 
: ele dtual Door, and a ſpecial Seaſon of Salvati- 
on. When the Spirit moves the Waters of the 
Sanctuary, People ſhould not 'negle& then to 
ſtep in, and be healed. Take heed you do not 
light the Strivings of God's Spirit with you, 
in any Meaſure, teſt you provoke God to pals 
ſuch a dreadful Sentence againſt you, as that, 
Gen. vi. 3. My Spirit ſhall no longer ftrive with 
Jou. And if you loſe the precious Seaſon of the 
* Spirit's ſtriving, you perhaps will never reco- 
ver it again. 3 | 

” _Nneſt. When is it that the Spirit of God ſtrives 
* with Sinners, in and by the Goſpel? © 
Anſ. 1. When he opens the Eyes, and gives 
the Man a Diſcovery of his ſinful and miſe- 
rable State by Nature, and of the Evil, Hain- 
} ouſneſs, and Danger of his Sins; and ſo rivets 
and faſtens Conviction on the Heart and Con- 
ſcience, that the Arrows of the Threatnings do 
ſtick, and the Man is brought to W 
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neſs and Anxiety about his future State; and 
hence is made to cry, ¶ hat ſhall I do to be ſay- 
ed? O! That is a Seaſon which ought to be 
carefully improven. | 1 6614 
2dly, The Spirit ſtrives, by making a Man 
wholly difatisfied with his preſent State, and 
all bis earthly Enjoyments, as on. as he is in the 


Dark about his Soul's Salvation. Tho? he may 
be in outward Proſperity, he ſays, Al theſe Thing 
avail me nothing, while I am ready to be ſwal- 
lowed up by the Wrath of rg for Sin; ſure- 
ly there is no living, no abiding in this State I 
am in. Tam ſhut up in the Priſon of Unbe- 
lict; and the Houſe is all on Fire about my | 

Ears. I muſt break Priſon, and make my Eſcape, 
otherwiſe I am undone for ee. = 5 


3dly, By making the Man deſpair of Help 


and Deliverance by any Thing in himſelf. Ol, ; 


faith he, I am a poor, miſerable, helpleſs Crea- 
ture! Neither my doing, nor ſuffering, can free 


me from Wrath, I know no Courſe, nor Con- 


trivance of my own that can relieve me. May 
Relief muſt certainly come from another Airtn; Þ 
for I can never work it for my fel | 
 4thly, By humbling the Man, to the Duſt,for 
Sin: Particulary for miſpending Time, ne- 


glecting Prayer, miſimproving 5 0 profan- 


ing Sabbaths and Sacraments, c. O! ſays he, 
is there any Creature more vile than 1? Sure- 
ly there is no Toad more loathſome, no Car- 
rion more offenſive, no Puddle moxe unclean than 
my Soul before God. Can ever the Arms of | 
Mercy open to embrace ſuch a Monſter of Sin | 


— © 
— -- 


a8 I have been? This is a choice Scaſon, which 


Would be well improven. 


— 


ad 5749, By giving ſome Light into the Under 
u fanding, concerning the Remedy provided for 
C loſt Sinners. The Soul begins, by the Word, to 
* Þ diſcover ſomething of the Fulneſs and Ability 
of Chriſt, as a Saviour ; ſo that it is made to 
0 think, there is Hope in 1fael concerning this 
de Matter: My Caſe, ſays the Sinner, is not ſo bad 
iv 4s the Devils, for whom no Remedy was ever 
, | provided, 
5 |  6thly, By working ſome Purpoſes and Inclina- 


g tions in the Will towards the offered Remedy; 
chat the Soul makes its Aims towards Chriſt: 
bs | Yea, is content to take any Courſe for an Inter- 
eſt in him. And therefore fays oft with Paul, 
A, ix. 6. Lord what wile thou have me to do ? 


What Method ſhall I take to be found in Chrift, 
not having my own Righteouſneſs. 

 7thly, By determining the Soul to a confcien- 
tious and diligent Uſe of the Means, for getting 
Chriſt, and Salvation through him. 

|  8:hly, By making a Stir and Commotion a- 
mong the Aﬀe&ions, and exciting earneſt and 
7 paſſionate Deſires after Chriſt and Salvation thro” 
bim: So that the Soul is made to ſay, O that J 
knew where I might find him! O] when wilt thou 
come unto me? III ſpare no Pains to get a Meet- 
ing with him; I'll ſeek him thro* the Streets 
and broad Ways, and all the Lanes of the Ci- 
ty, ctying, Saw ye him whom my Soul loveth* 
Now when the Spirit ſtrives with any of you, 
in any Meaſure, it is a precious Seaſon of Grace, 
that ſhould be carefully obſerved and impro- 
_ TE... 

III. The third dog fo my general Method 
is to ſhew, how theſe Seaſons of Grace ought 


0 be improven by us. ; 1. By highly valuin 
. _ * an 
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and admiring the diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs of God, 
in affording us ſuch Days of Grace and Salya- 
tion. He deals not ſo with other Nations, 
Jeus, Pagans, Mahometans, and Papiſts, have not 
the Goſpel-Light, and Offers of Grace which 
you have. Be thankful to God, eſpecially you 
that have more ſpecial and remarkable Seaſons 
beyond others : You that have Health and 
Strength, and Youth on your Side; you that 
have the Spirit of God ſtriving with you in 
the Ordinances, your Eyes opened, Hearts melt- 
ed, Conſciences awakned, Affections moved; O 


bleſs God for his diſtinguiſhing Mercies. 


2dly, By believing firmly what Chriſt faith to 
you by the Word, and attending carefully to Þ 


it. Why? It is the Ward of the living God, 


more true, certain and immoveable than the 
Foundations of the Earth; nay, Heaven and 
Earth both will ſoorer paſs away, than one Jot Þ 
or one Title of his Word fall to the Ground, 
Let your Ears then be ſtopped againſt all the Calls Þ 
and Solicitations of Sin, Satan, and the World; 
and open only to precious Chriſt, ſaying with the 
Pſalmiſt, I will hear what God the Lord will ſpeak. 
3dly, By applying cloſely to your ſelves what 


Chriſt ſaith, and meditating on it afterwards, Þ 


When you hear any Sin threatned you are guilty Þ 
of, or any Duty preſſed, that you neglect; bring 
that Word cloſe home to your Hearts, and ſay, Þ 
This Word is to me, let me not forget it. 0 


let it abide with me when I go home, when 1 


eat and drink, when I lie down and riſe up, 
when I go out and come in. Still think, you 


hear Chriſt's Word ſounding in your Ears, and 


that you hear him crying, Awake thou that fleep- 
gſt, ariſe from the Dead, and C brift ſhall give thee 
a. 


* 
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Light. Open the Door of thy Heart, and let me 


in, Riſe up, my Love, my Fair one, and come away. 


Why do you weary my Patience, and let me ſtand 
{> long neglected, till my Head is wet with the Dew, 


and my Locks with the Drops of the Night? 


| 4thly, By labouring to give kindly Entertain- 


ment to the Word, and the Motions of Chriſt's 


Spirit on thy Soul, preſently ſtriking in with 


' Convictions, ſubmitting to Reproofs, and heark- 
ning to his Counſels, ſaying with Samuel, Speak, 
| Lord, for thy Servant heareth. Say not to the 
Spirit's Motions and Strivings with thee, as Felix 
did to Paul, Go thy way for this Time, and when [ 
| have a convenient Seaſon, I will call for thee. No, 
no; but forthwith give Ear, yield and comply 
with the Spirit's Strivings, and Chriſt's Voice : 
Be content immediately to have thy Sores laun- 
ced, and thy Wounds ſearched to the Bottom; 
and when Conviction and Soul-Trouble for Sin is 
begun, go nor to ſtiffle or quench it, or ſeek haſti- 
iy to pluck God's Arrows out of thy Conſcience ; 


but cheriſh and entertain the Work of God's Spi- 


| rit, by meditating on thy Sin, conſidering thy 
| loſt Eſtate by Nature, thy Inſufficiency to help 
| thy ſelf, together with the Excellency and Suit- 
| ableneſs of the Remedy which God has pro- 
Fe | 


Ft, By frequent and fervent Application to 


| the Throne of Grace, begging for Chriſt's Sake, 


that God may both begin and finiſh his Work in 


the Soul. Acknowledge that you are able of your 
ſelves to do nothing, and that it is by his Grace 


only you can be ſaved; and when he begins by 


Conviction, be thankful to him, and intreat, that 


theſe Sparks kindled by the Breath of God, may 
not be ſmathered, bo: up into a Flame x 


2 3 And 
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And till remember that the Work is God's, tho 
it be your Duty to be caſting on Fewel by Prayer 
and Meditation ; yet the Sparks that kindle the 
Fire come from God's Altar ; the Breath' that 
blows it comes from Heaven. Pray therefore, 
that the Fire may come down, even a Live-Coal 
from the Altar, and that Heavens Wind may 
blow on thy Soul. Cry with the Spouſe, 4wake, 
O North-WWind, and come thou South, blow upon my | 
Garden, that the Spices thereof may flow out. Let the 
North-IVinds ot the Law come, and convince, and 
awaken ; and the South-Hinds of the 58. come, 
and refreſh, and comfort. Be earneſt, O convin- 
ced Sinner, in deprecating God's taking away 
his Spirit from you; make it a Part of your daily 
Prayer, to cry with the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. li. 11, 
Lord, sale not thy holy Spirit from me. Lord for- 
bid the new Creature be ſtifled in the Womb. O 
do thou quicken and preſetve it. Let theſe Con- 
victions terminate in my Converſion here, and 
Salvation hereafter. Lord! thou art a Rock, thy 
Work is perfect; haſt thou begun, and wilt thou 
not alſo make an End? O! ſuffer not theſe tender 
Fruits to be nipped in the Bud, or blaſted in tht 
Bloflom, either by Satan's Froſt-winds, or the 
World's chilling Blaſts : But, O! preſerve. them 
to Maturity, to the Praiſe and Glory of thy 
IV. The next Thing is, the Reaſons of the 
Doctrine; why we ſhould ſo carefully improve out 
,,,, 7-H - 45 
I. Becauſe God looks for it, and expects it at 
our Hand. When God plants Trees in his Vine- 
yard, waters and takes Pains on them, he looks 
for Fruit from them, Luke xiii. We ſee what the 
Lord ſays of Judab, Iſai. v. 1, 2. My Welbeloned 
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JERM- III. of the Day of Grate, 3 69 * 
(i. e. Chriſt) hath a Vineyard (i. e. the Church of 


the Jews) in à very fruitful Hill: (i. e. a good 
Soil, furniſhed with all poſſible Means to make 
it fruitful) And he fenced it, (i. e. protected it by 
his Providence, from the Incurſion of Enemies) he 


gathered out the Stones thereof, (i. e. removed out of 
it whatever was noxious or hurtful, perhaps the 


Idol- gods, put theſe out of the Land) he planted 
it with the choiceſt Vine : (i. e. with pure Ordinan- 


ces, and Inſtirutions of Worſhip, good Gorern- 


ment and Diſcipline) He built a Tower in the midff 
of it; (i. e. for its Defence, viz. the ſtrong Cit) 
of Jeruſalem in midſt of the Land, which was 
built as a City compact together, whither the 
Tribes went up for Worſhip) Alſo he made a Wine- 


| preſs therein, (i. e. the Temple and Altar conti- 
| nually running with the Blood of the Sacrifices) 


Now after all, it is ſaid, He looked that it ſhould 


| bring forth Grapes, which doth not import that 


God was uncertain of the Event; but denotes 


what is juſt and equal, and what in ſuch Caſes 


=. F to be. Surely a Vineyard, ſo attended 
and furniſhed, ought to bring forth Fruit,anſwer- 


| able to all the Acts of God's Care and Grace to- 
| wards it. HY WV 
And to bring the Matter home to our Caſe, 
| God hath been at ſpecial Care to plant a Vine- 
| yard in this Land: We have a good Soil, well 
| tenced, the Stones gather'd out, Idolatry and Su- 


perſtition removed, a choice Vine planted, pure 
Ordinances ſet up, Enemies diſabled that laid it 
waſte, God has built Towers, and made Wine- 
preſſes to us, viz. the Sacraments, and eſpecially 
the Lord's Supper, where rhe Blood of Chriſt, our 
525 Sacrifice, doth run plentifully to us, for 
Pardon, Healing and Waſhing. Now, doth oat 
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munioh-Occafion, tho' you ſhould happen to lire 
many Tears after this. It is likely, God is ſay- 


this Night thy Day of Grace may ceaſe; God 
may this Day cauſe ſome of your Hearts to warm 


may be one of the Days of the Son of Man to you ; 
Salvation on you, and firiving by his Spirit (i 


fer a Seal on them to Morrow, that they ſhall 
never be opened. You may afterwards deſire ano- 


God look for Grapes? Is it not juſt that we 
Thould bring forth Fruit, anſwerable to all theſe 
Privileges ? Alas! for the moſt part, there is no- 
thing but wild Grapes with us; little ſuitable 
Fruit of our folemn Communion-days. You may 
fee, what is the Reſult of fruſtrating the divine 
Expectations, Iſai. v. 5, 6. Nothing but Blaſting, 
Withcring, Ruin and Deſolation. js 

24ly, Becauſe of the Shortneſs and Uncertainty 
of the Scafon of Grace: None can tell how long 
it will laſt. You cannot promiſe it will continue 
as long as your Lives, (tho* even theſe be moſt 
uncertain) No; your ſpecial Scaſon and Day of 
Grace may end this very Day, or at this Com- 


ing to ſome hearing me, To Day hearken to ny 
Poice, Repent, and cloſe with Chriſt my Son, or be 
tenceforth hardned and undone for ever. O Sinner, 


by the Word, others to tremble, others to mourn, 
others to purpoſe and reſolve. Well, if you do 
not fay hold on, and improve this Seaſon, and 
hearken to Chriſt's Voice, you may never get the 
like Occafion again ; nay, even tho* you ſhould 
wiſh for it. Chriſt ſaith, Zuke xvii. 22. The 
Time forall come, when you ſhall de ſire to fee one of the 
Days of the Son of Man, and ſhall not ſee it. This 


for now Chriſt is offering himſelf, and preſſing 
hope) with ſome of you, Well, it you neglect to 
open your Hearts to Chriſt this Day, God may 


chef 
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ther of ſuch Days as this; you may wiſh for one 
of the Offers of that Saviour, for one Drop of 
that Blood you ſlighted, for one Knock of his 
Spirit at the Door of your Heart, which former- 
y you neglected; for one of his Motions or Striv- 
ings with you; and yet it never be granted. 
With ſome the Day of Grace is longer, with o- 
thers ſhorter ; with ſome it ends in Child 
with others it ends in Youth ; and with ſome few 
it laſts to old Age: But, O Sinner! thou haſt 
no Reaſon to expect the Continuance of it a Mo- 
ment after this Day. F 
3aqah, Becauſe if you do not improve your Day 
of Grace, you loſe your Souls. You may com- 
| pare the Text with Verſe 11. of the Chapter; B. 
| cauſe they hardned their Hearts, and would not bear 
| his Voice, in their Day of Grace, it is ſubzoinedy 
| 7 ſware in my Wrath, that they Ker not enter into 
| my Reſt. We ſee the ſad Caſe Jeruſalem was in, 
| when they loſt their Day of Grace. Luke xix. 4, 
| 42. When he was near, he beheld the City, and 
| wept over it, ſaying, thou hadſt known, even thin, 
at leaſt in this thy Day, the Things which belong ums 
| thy Peace; but now they are hid from thine Eyes. 
Here it is ſaid, Chriſt wept, (orig. See) which 
denotes a Weeping with Lamentation. He wepe 
bitterly, to let you all know what a ſad and de- 
| plorable Thing it is, for a People, City or Perſon to 
| loſe their Day of Grace. The Words he ſpeaks 
are uttered in a weeping Strain. Abrupt Ex- 
| prefſions come now and then from his Mouth; 
he drops now a Word, and then a Tear; be 
| would ſpeak, but his Weeping ſtops his Voice, 
| thou hadſt known, even thou. Thou is reduplicate, 
or twice expreſt, Thou, even thou. As if he had 
ſaid, Thou ancient City, the City of David, Igor: : 
* 
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Seat of the Temple, and of the Sacrifices; O i 
_ thou hadft known Then he adds, At leaff in this 
thy Day. They had enjoyed many lefler Days of 
Grace, when they had faithful Prophets dealing 
with them; theſe they perfecuted and deſpiſed, 
and fo loſt theſe Days: But theſe were but leſſer 

Days, which did not finally determine the State 
of that City; for they were to have another Day, 
which is here called, This their Day, i. e. the Day 
wherein the Son of God was to come among 
them, and preach the Goſpel to them, three Tears 
and an hall: That was a ſpecial Day of Grace, 
and the Day that determined their State; for 
ſince they did not improve it, the Things of their 
Peace were hid from their Eyes, God would deat 
no more with them, bur left them to Deſtruction. 
O Sinners! O Communicants! ſo will it fare 
with you, if you let your Day of Grace go over: 
Night will come on, wherein none can work; you 
will ſtumble in the dark, and fall headlong into 
the Pit for ever. ; E 
475, Becauſe God keeps a ſtrict Account of 
every Hour and Minute of your Day of Grace, 
that you trifle away; for he reckons it very pre- 
cious, whatever you think of it. When God 
lights the Candle of the Goſpel, he expects you 
Would work by it; and he will not ſuffer this pre- 
cious Candle to burn wfthout Obſervation ; nay, 
he counts eyery Hour and Minute it butns, and 
every Hour and Minute his Spirit ſtrives, and 
will make you reckon for them at laſt. God takes 
not ſuch ſtrict Notice of Times of Darkneſs and 
Ignorance; for it is faid, he winks at Sinners liv- 


ing under them, As xvii. 30. i. e. He doth. not 


ſo narrowly mark their Diligence; but when he 
ſends Times of Light, and of his Spirit's ſtriving 


with 
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with Sinners, he will not wink at one Hour or 
Minute, but exactly ſet down every Sermon you 

hear, every Communion you ſee, every Call, e- 
very Intreaty, every Threatning, every Reproof, 
every Conviction and Warning you get, whether 
by eee. or Providences, whether by Con- 
ſcience or by his Spirit. And, O! what a dread- 
ul Libel will theſe make up againſt you at the 
great Day, if you neglect your Day of Grace 


V. The Application. 


Uſe I. for Information. We may hence ſee; 
that it is not the bare Enjoyment of the Goſpel, 
and Communion-ſeaſons that will make us hap- 
py, but the right Improvement of the Day of 
| Grace, which we enjoy therein. 5 8 
Uſe II. For Lamentation. We may hence take 
Occaſion to bewail the ſad Caſe of many that ne- 
glect and loſe the Day of their merciful Viſitati- 
jon, It is ſaid, Jer. viii. 7. The Stork knoweth 
ther appointed Times, the Turtle, the Crane and the 
Swallow obſerve the Time of their Coming, &c. And 
we are bid go learn of the Ant, Prov. vi. 6. that 
provides her Meat in Summer, and gathers her. Food 
in Harveſt, while the Weather is good and dry, and 
Food may be had: So that we fee the Brutes and 
filly Inſects obſerve their Seaſons. But, alas! 
Many Men negle& and forget theirs ; they let 
their Summer and Harveſt-days paſs, without 
making any Proviſion for Eternity. Oh! how 


{many among us may take up that fad Lamenta- 


aft, our Sum- 
O that we 


tion, Jer. viii. 20. Our Harveſt 18 7 
ner is ended; and we are Ly ſaved } 
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could weep over many, as Chriſt did over Jeru- 
falem, for loſing their Day of Grace . 


Queſt. Who are theſe that thus loſe their Day 
of Grace? | 
- Anſw. It is hard to be very particular on this 
Head; I ſhall only give ſome general Character; 
of ſuch Perſons. 1. Theſe who have ſate many 
Years under pure and powerful Ordinances, and 
were never affected thereby; but (till remain dead Þ 
and hardned under the moſt awakening Calls and 
plaineſt Reproofs. Theſe ſeem to be given over 


to Ruin, Prov. xxix. 1. He that being often repre- . 


ved, hardneth his Neck, ſhall be ſuddenly deftroyel, Þþ 
and that witheut Remedy. | 


2dly, Theſe who have had many ſecret Moti- i 
ons and Operations of the Spirit on their Souls, I; 
to no Effect; many Purpoſes and Reſolutions to 

trivings, and all reſiſted: Theſe are likely to be 
given over. Exek. xxiv. 13. Becauſe I have pu- 


ood, and all evaniſhed ; many of the Spirits I. 


ged thee, and thou waſt not purged, thou ſhalt not le , 
purged from thy Filthineſs any more, till] have caiſ- . 


ed my Fury to reſt upon thee. When God's Spirit ; 


offered to cleanſe that People from their Sin, they, Þ., 


like Lot's Wife, {till hanker'd after it, and would 
yVy]y—w > : 
. 3dly, Theſe who have greatly grieved the Spirit 
of God, by venturing on Sin againſt the Light of 
their Conſciences, and the Spirit's Motions, and 
ſo are turned wilful and reſolute in ſinning; ſuch 
have the Symptoms of Rejection. Hoſea iv. 17. 
Ephraim is joined to Idols, let him alone. = 

4thly, Theſe who are ſo forward and bent upon 
a ſinful Courſe, that they can endure no Reprod 
or Controul therein, but hate them in' their 

| N Hearts, 
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Hearts, who ſcek to reclaim them: Theſe have 
the Symproms of Ruin upon them, Prov. xv. 19, 
Amos v. 10. | 

5thly, When Perſons are ſo far hardned in Sin, 
that God czaleth to be a Reprover to them, 
and ſtrikes their Conſciences ſo dumb and ſenſe- 
leſs, that they do not accuſe nor challenge them: 
It is a ſad Sign of Upgiving, Ezek, iii. 26. Haſ. 
iv, I7. z | 

44:4 When Repentance is hid from People's 


Eyes, ſo that they are not affected with the 
View of their Sins, when they are laid before 


them; no Diſpenſation of Providence, no Token 


of God's Anger, neither Judgments nor Mer- 
cies, Rods nor Threatnings; nay the Flames of 
Hell laſhed in the Sinner's Face, do not breed 
any Remorſe in their Conſciences, nor Relenting 
in their Hearts for fin - When People arrive at 
this Height, it is a ſad ſign that they are given 
to Wrath, Iſa, xlii. 25. Jer. v. 3. 1 


III. Next Uſe ſhall be of Examination. 0 


try, if ye have 1mproven your Day of Grace, ſo 
as to hearken to Chriſt's Voice, and comply 
with bis gracious Offers. O Communicants, it 
is highly your Intereſt to know this, that you 
may come with Chearfulneſs and feaſt with y uf 
Redeemer at his Table. Now try it by theſe 

Marks, PT 


1ſt, Had you ever the Experience of Chriſt's 


{Spirit's Work, in opening your Ear, and incli- 
ning your Heart to cloſe with his Offers in the 
| Goſpel > Do you experimentally know the Hei- 
nouſneſs and Multitude of your Sins? Do you 
know ſomething of the Terribleneſs of God's 


Wrath due to you for theſe fins? Have you ſeen 
jour Soul's Need of 9 as a Man purſued 
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for his Life ſeeth his Need of a City of Refuge 


Have you ſeen your ſelves loſt and dead Men, if 


ou get not into Chriſt ? Have you felt ardent 
Deſires after Chriſt, and been made to ſay, Gin, 
245 Chriſt, or elſe we die? Have you been content] 
to take this lovely Saviour on any Terms, to 


part with all for this Pearl of Price, and to count 


all but Loſs and Dung to be found in him. 

adh, Can you ſay, That Chriſt's Word and 
Ordinances where you firſt heard his Voice ſpea- 
king to you, are ſtill precious and lovely to you 


for his ſake? And hence you are made ſomerime; Þ 


to cry out with the Pſalmiſt; Pſa! lxxxiv. 1, 2. Hy 
amiable are thy Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts ! M 
Heart and my Fleſh crieth out for the Living God. 
Sweet Sermons, ſweet Communion Days, lovely 
Occaſions, when the Bridegroom's Voice is to 
be heard. „„ TE ; 

| 3dly, Are you fill'd with low Thoughts of 
your ſelves, and all your own Doings and Per- 
formances, and with high Thoughts of Chrit Þ 
and his Righteouſneſs? And do ye turn out 
all Chriſt's Rivals out of your Hearts, and un- 
dervalue the World and all Things in it belide Þ 
him, who is the Chiefeſt among Ten Thouſand; Þ 
and fairer than the Sons of Men. 
" 4thly, Do you find a great Alteration, and 


gracious Change on your Souls, ſince the Time 


you heard his Voice? Noth Chriſt fit as a Re- 
finer with you, changing both Heart and Life 
to the better? Are old Things paſt away, old 
Luſts, old Thoughts, old Deſires, old Cu- 


ſtoms, old Ways? And are all bag: with 25 
ſet light dy 


become new ? Lou that formerly 
Chriſt ' and his Voice, and admired the World 


and its flattering Pleaſures, and faid of Chriſt, 


ys: 
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That is thy Beloved more than another Beloved ? 
Do ye now value him, ſeek Nearneſs to him in 
Duties, enquire for him in Ordinances, yea me- 
ditate on him in the Night Watches, and when 
ye awake do you find your Hearts with him? 


And is Sin that diſpleaſeth him your greateſt 


Terror? Then ſurely you are among thar bleſt 
Company that have heard your Redeemer's Voice 
in your Day of Grace, and you may come with 
Joy to his Table. . e 
IV. USE of Exhortation. And here I ex- 


hort you all, in the Name of Chriſt, to improve 


your Seaſon of Grace. To Day, while it is called to 


| Day, O hear his Voice; and to Morrow when he 


invites, O come unto his Table. Hearers of the 


| Goſpel, This is now the accepted Time, this is the 
| Day of Salvation. What do you reſolve to do? 
| Chriſt is now come to cry and lift up his Voice 
| to this whole Congregation, to try you once 


more if ye' will hear his Voice, before your 


| Day of Grace end. Well, his Voice is to you 
| all, I know none of you excluded, if you do not 
| exclude your ſelves. | | 1 


1/7, O Carnal Earthly-minded Soul, that has 


been a Drudge to the World, and a Stranger to 
Chriſt all thy Days, his Voice is to you this 
Day: O come hear his Voice, and cloſe a Bar- 
gain with him, it will be the beſt Bargain ever 


you made. 
ꝛdh, O profane Sinner, Drunkard, Swearer, 


Liar, Sabbath-breaker, Whoremonger, Sinner as 


black as Hell, hearken to Chriſt's Voice this Day, 


and come and be ſaved from thy Sins; Why Will 
you ſtop your Ears, and chuſe to die in your 
x ' 2 ; : þ 8 1 E 32 5 * SN 
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34h, O Hard-hearted Sinner, that never waſt 
affected all thy Lite for the ſinfulneſs and Miſery 
of thy Natural Eſtate, that never had a ſore 
Heart for offending God, that neyer mourned 
for one Sin, Chriſt's Voice 1s this Day to thee, 
Ffa. xlvi. 12. Hearken unto me, ye Stout-hearted, 
that are far from Righteouſneſs. 

4thly, O Prayerleſs Sinner, that never bowed 
2 Knee in Secret, to cry for Pardon of Sin, and 
an Intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, to ſave thee from the 
Wrath to come, lend your Ear this Day, and 
hearken to Chriſt's ſweet Voice, while he calls, 
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon 
him while be is near, Iſa. lv. vii 

5thly, Condemned Rebels in the Hands of Juſtice, 
ſentenced to die, and ready to be taken out to 
Execution ; O hear Chriſt's Voice this Day, and 
your Souls ſhall live. | 

6thly, Slaves to Sin and Satan, who have ma- 
ny Time heard the Devils Voice, anſwered his 
Calls, and complied readily with his Temptati- 
ons; will you hear the Redeemer's Voice for 
once, and comply with his Counſels before it be 
too late. Why will ye ſhut your Ear againſt the 
lovely Saviour, and obey the Voice of your Soul- 
deſtroyer? | 

7thly, Qb/tinate Sinner, that could never hither- 
to, either by the Word or the Rod, by Mini- 
ſters or Providences, be prevailed upon to leavc 
one \ of all thy Sins, O be perſwaded to hear 
Chriſt's Voice this Day, and no longer harden 
thy Heart. 

| $thly, O Goſpel Slighter, that has many a Day 

retuſed Chriſt's Offers, ſpurned againſt his Bow- 
els, trampled on his Blood, crucified him at the 
Lommunion Table: O come, hearken this Day 
59 
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SERM. III. ef the Day of Grace. 79 
to his Voice, and he will let you ſee, that though 
your Caſe be ſad, yet it is not deſperate; for he 
hath found a Ran ſom. es L 
gthly, Hypocrites and Formaliſts, that have had 
a Mask of Religion, but have all your Days 
been diſſembling and dealing deceitfully with 
God ; come deal ingenuouſly and ſincerely with 
him for onee, and hearken to his Voice, give 
him your Hearts, as well as your outward 
Man. 185 5 
' 1othly, Backſliders and Covenant-Breakers; who 
have broke many a Vow, lighted many an En- 
gagement, and ſinned againſt many a Reſolut- 
on; O hear Chriſt's Voice this Day, when he 
calls to you, Turn ye backſliding Children, come 
to me, and I will heal your Backſlidings, and love 
| you freely. 
11h, Poor plagued diſeaſed Souls, who are 
| groaning under many Heart-Plagues and Soul- 
| Piſtrefles, ſuch as Atheiſm, Pride, Hardneſs, 
Formality, &'c. come hearken to Chriſt's Voice, 
ndnd he will be your Phyſician. 
' T12thly, Weary and heavy laden Sinners, who 
are like to ſink with the Burden of your Guilt, 
come hearken to Chriſt's Voice this Day, and 
he will give Reſt to your Souls. | 
13thly, Purſued Shelterlefs Sinners, who are a- 
* fraid of the Avenger of Blood, hearken to Chriſt's 
Voice, and flee to the City of Refuge. Many 


| Motives and Arguments might I uſe with you, 


| to hear the Voice of lovely Jeſus, while he calls 
to Day. | 
 If?, Conſider how earneſt Chriſt is to per- 
{wade you to hear his Voice; he ſtands at your 
Doors, and knocks both by his Word and Spi- 
rit; yea he waits and knocks after many _— 
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ſes and Affronts, and promiſes that all former 
Slights and Refuſals ſhall be forgiven, if you 
will yet hearken and cloſe with him. How oft iÞ 


doth he repeat his Entreaties, Luke xiii. 34. How 
oft would I have gathered you! Yea, he weeps for 
Sinners Obſtinacy, Luke xix. 41. Strange Doth |} 
he gain any Thing by your hearkening to his 
Voice? What means this Earneſtneſs? It is all, 
O Sinners, on your Account. For, 1. He knows 
better than any the Worth of your Souls, and 
that a World cannot redeem them when loſt. 
2. He knows well the miſerable State of your 
Souls without him; it is moſt fad and deplo- 
rable at preſent, and will be much more ſo thro' 
endleſs Eternity: For if you hear not Chriſt's Þ| 
Voice, you will die in your Sins, and be tor- 
mented in them for ever. 3. Chriſt is ſo earneſt; Þ 
becauſe he knows the Difficulty of winning 
Souls. He knows Satan has great Power and 
Intereſt with Souls, to blind, harden, and de- 
lude them, and that it is not eaſie to undeceive 
them, and pull them out of his Grips: And 
therefore he deals and ſtrives ſo earneſtly with 
Souls to gain them. | 

_ 2dly, Take a ſerious View of the ſtate of your 
Souls : While you ſtop your Ears againſt Chriſt's 
charming Voice; it is inexpreſſibly miſerable. 
For, 1/}, Your Souls are deſtitute of all that is 
good, Eph. ii. 12. Tou are as poor and wretch- 
ed Creatures as ever God made; you are with- 
out Life, without Grace, without Peace, without 
Pardon, without Comfort, without Righteouſ- 
nefs, without Ranſom, without the Favour of 
God, without the Image of God, without the 
Spirit of God, and without all Happineſs. adh, 
Your Souls are in the Poſſeſſion of Satan, —_ 


ben. I: of the Day of Gr ft — © 

where he dwells there he hath an abſolute Do- 

minion: He uſes all the Faculties of the Soul as 

his Tools and Inſtruments, Eph. ii. 2. Oh! 

would not any Man -reckon it an unſpeakable 

Miſery, to be in a Houſe ſhut up with the De- 

vil? 3dly, Where Chriſt is ſhut out, the Plague 

of Sin doth rage, and ics peſtilential Marks do 

daily appear; what Madneſs is it then to refuſe 

to hearken to the Voice of this bleſſed Cleanſer > 

athly, »The Fire of God's Wrath is kindled 

| there, where Chriſt is refaſed; and what Di- 
ſtraction is it to ſhut out Chriſt, whoſe Blood 
only can quench this Fire? 5zhly, If you do not 

| hearken to Chriſt, you have no way to prevent 

Eternal Deſtruction; for there is no Advocate, 

yo Surety to interpofe for you, if he be refuſed. 

| Surcly, the 'Thoughts of appearing before an An- 
85 God after Death, muſt be tetrible to a 

Chriſtleſs Soul; For who can dwell with devouring 
Fire? Who can "abide with everlaſting Burnings:? 
I have read of a certain King of Hungary who 

Vas a Chriſtian; and being on a Time marvellous 
fad and heavy, his Brother, who was a brisk and 

| pallant Man, would needs know what ailed him. 

| © Oh Brother, (ſaith he) I have been à great 

| © Sinner againſt God, and I know not how 
J ſhall appear before him, when he comes to 

judgment. His Brother anſwered, Theſe are 

| but melancholy Thoughts, and ſo made light of 

them, as Courtiers uſe to do. The King re- 
plied nothing ac that Time; but the Cuſtom of 
that Country was, (the Government thereof be- 
ing abſolute) That if the Executioner founded a _ 
Trumpet before any Man's Door, the Man was 
Preſently to be led to 3 The King, . 

FSH] | | ho 
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the dead Time of the Night, ſent. his Executi- 
oner, and cauſed him ſound his Trumpet before 
his Brother's Door, who hearing and ſeeing the 
Meſſenger of Death, ran quickly and ſprang in 
trembling into his Brother's Preſence; falls down 
on his Knees, and beſeeches the King to let hin 
know wherein he had offended him. O Bro- 


ther (anſwered the King) you never offended 


© me, but loved me: And, (ſaid he) is the ſight 
© of an Earthly Executioner ſo terrible to thee; 
« and ſhall not I, who am ſo great a Sinner, ſear 
© much more to be brought to the Judgment- 
© ſeat of an angry God? What Soul ca 
think on this without Terror, that hath not 
hearkned to Chriſt's Voice in the Goſpel ? 

III. If you do not hearken to Chriſt's Voie: 


-in the Goſpel, it had been better for you ne- 
ver to have heard the Goſpel at all: For your 
Guilt is dreadfully aggravated hereby, and your 
' Miſery will be the greater, both here and here- 
after. We may gather this from Rev. vi. where 
after the white Horſe (i. e. Chriſt with the Go- Þ 
ſpel negle&ed) comes the red Horſe of War, the 
Black Horſe of Famine, and the pale Horſe of Pe- 
ſtilence. Neglecting to hear Chriſt in the Go- Þ 
ſpel uſhers in all outward Miſcries like a Flood. 
Jer. vi. 8. Be thou inſtructed, O Jeruſalem, lf 
ny Soul depart from thee, leſt I make thee deſolate, 
a Land not inhabited. Then again, how ſad will 
your Caſe be at a Tribunal, and through all Þ 
Eternity > The Devils, the Turks, the Hea- 


thens, and your own Conſciences, will bitter- 


ly upbraid you in Hell, for refuſing to heat 


Chriſt's Voice in the Goſpel. | 
IV. Chriſt will not hear your Cries in the 


5 T ime of Miſery, it you neglect his Voice in the 


Time 
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- Time of Mercy. Prov. i. 24, 25, 26. Now 
Chriſt's Voice 1s ſweet, and full of Mercy, but 
ſemember, O Goſpel-Slighters, the Time is at 
Hand, when you will hear Chriſt ſpeaking in 
another Tune; no more open to me, and hearken 
u my Voice, poor Soul: But depart from me, ye 
Curſed, into everlaſting Fire, ; cc. | 
V. This may be; the laſt Seaſon you will 
hear Chriſt's Voice ſpeaking to you ; this may 
be the laſt Communion, and the laſt Call that 
Chriſt intends to give you. This may be the 
laſt Day of Grace, and the laſt Time that his 
Spirit will ſtrive with you. If you ſtop your 
Ear, or harden your Heart this Day, there may 
follow an eternal dead Silence, and God's Spi- 
& Nit never ſtrive any more with you, and ſo your 
Day of Grace is loſt, and your Soul loſt for 
ever. O young Folk, what ſay ye to it? A 
ir @ Seaſon of Youth is an accepted Time, and a 
- Day of Salvation: For the Lord's Sake do not 
© loſe it, You have now Plenty of Sermons, Sa- 
- Þ craments, and Goſpel-Qflers; You have Chriſt 
e crucified ſer before your Eyes to affect your 
Hearts, and bring you to a Compliance with 
- Þ his Calls. You have allo loud Warnings 
| this Day from God's Providence, and (I hope) 
| ſome of you the inward Workings of God's Spi- 
rit on your Conſciences, asl with theſe 
outward Means. Well then, give kindly Enter- 
tainment to Chriſt's Voice in this Seaſon of 
Grace; while he yet ſtands beſeeching you, come 
hearken to his Voice, and accept of him as your 
| Surety; enter 18 with him this Night, 
and come to his Table, and ſeal it to Morrow. 
O Sinner, turn your Back on the Devil, leave 
your Sins, and ſtop your Courſe, and come 1 
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be reconciled to God through this Peace- Mal- 
er, who is ſtanding waiting to be imployed, 
Well, what Anſwer ſhall I carry back to my 
Maſter, that ſent nie to deal with you for 
this End? Shall I go and complain? © Lord, 
«© Yon was'a Company of obſtinate Sinners thou 
c ſent'ſt me to; I entreated them to hearken 
© to thy Voice, and leave their Sins; but there 
« was no Concern, no Fear, no Senſe of Sin 
6c among them. Had I been to preach ro Beaſts, 
Stocks or Stones, they would have been as muck 
moved as they. Alas! I have ſpent my Strength 
„ in Vain, my Voice and Lungs for Nought; 
I thought thy ſweet Entreaties and charming 
« Voice would have melted their Hearts, but 
p * Comforts nor Terrots had any El. 
— 8 4ST | 
Or ſhall I have Ground to ſay ? © Lord, 
© offered yon Sinners a Redeemer, and en- 
< treated them to cloſe with him: Though 
they ſtood long out _ the Threatnings, 
« yet when they heard thy Entreaties, their 
Hearts began to relent, ſome began to 
* others to weep, others to long after Chiriſt; 
£ . and I hope they are gone Home to make a 
«* perſonal” Covenant with him this Night, and 
| © {incerely deſign to return and ſeal it to Mor 
[ © row. God grant this may be the Event 
WISE „ 7 i AMEN. 
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SERMON IV: 


A SERMON after the 


The Believer's Dignit) in being an 
Heir of G O D. 


Rin iv. 7. 
Wherefore thou art no more a Servant, but a 


Son; and if a Son, then an Heir of God 
throagh Clift ? 7 


N this Chapter, the Apoſtle doth hold forth 
the happy State of believing Gentiles un- 
der New Teſtament Times; that it is ever 

wSferable'to that of the believing Jews under the 

d Teſtament. The Jewiſb Church he com- 


1 to a Child in Minority, that is under Tu- 


and Govetnours, and is aequainted only 
with the firſt Rudiments of Religion; and like- 


var to dhe Sta of 4 Saat, © chat is __ 
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under Subjection and Bondage: For that Church 
was always in a ſervile Condition, having been 
under the heavy Yoke of a great many Ceremo- 
nial Rites and Obſervances. But our bleſſed 
Lord Jefus, by his coming into the World, hath 
broke off that Yoke from his People's Necks, 
and hath brought them under a more ſpiritual 
and agreeable Diſpenſation ; yea, he hath ſent 
forth his Spirit into their Hearts. Upon which 
Account the Apoſtle concludes them to be hap- 
Py, yea, even Children of God, Wherefore thou 
art uo more a Servant, &c. | ? 

In the Text we have the happy State of the 
believing Galatians briefly repreſented. 1. N. 
gatively, Thou art no more a Servant, i. e. no 
more in a ſtate of ſervile Subjection to the Law, 
and to the Moſaick Rires and Obſervances. 24ly, 
Pofetively, Thou art a Son, i, e, Thou haſt at- 
rained to a more excellent ſtate of Liberty, like 
to that of Sons, who have come to ripe Age. 
He means not, that Believers under the Old Te- 
ſtament had not that Privilege of being Chil- 
dren of God; no, Believers then were really 
Sons, but kept in ſuph a ſtate, and trained up 
under ſuch harſh Diſcipline, that they. ſeemed 
more like Servants than Sons. But (ſaith he) 
to you Believers under the New Teſtament the 
Diſcipline 1s changed, and you have attained to 
more honourable Son-like Treatment. 3dly, We 
have an Inference from this Privilege of Son-ſhip, 
And if a Sou, then an Heir of God through Chriſt, 
Among Men only the eldeſt Son is Heir, but all 
God's Children are Heir. | 


In which we have TwWO Things, I The high | 


Dignity and Preferment of God's Children ; they 
gare Heirs of God, i. e. They haye a fige oo 
. ”Y 7; | an 
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and Title to Eternal Life, 'and all the Gifts and 
Bleſſings of God; yea, to the infinite God him- 
ſelf, who is the Believer's chief Good and Por- 
tion. 2dly, The Way of obtaining this Digaity 
and Happineſs, through Chriſt, and the Merit of 
his Blood: He is God's Eternal Son and Heir of 
all Things, and being our Surety, he, by his Q- 
bedience and Sufferings, hath purchaſed a Title 
ro Believers, to be God's Sons by Adoption, and 
Joint-heirs with him of the heavenly Inheri- 
tance; He is our elder Brother, and is not aſhamed 
| # call us Brethren. The Inheritance is his by 

Nature, but ours by Grace. 


From the Words thus explained, obſerve, 
| aft, That the Privileges of Believers under the 
New Teſtament, do exceed theſe who lived undef 
the Old, The Legal ſtate was more ſervile, but 
the Goſpel ſtate is more filial. 
2dly, That tho God hath one Son only by Eternal 
Generation, viz. our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; yet he hath 
many Sous by Grace aud Adoption, viz. Belie- 
Vers. | 
3dly, That theſe who have the Spirit of God dwel- 
ing in their Hearts aud exciting them to Prayer, 
| have a good Evidence of their Son-ſhip, and Filtal- 
relation to God. This is clear, from the Connec- 
tion of this Verſe with the preceeding. 
4thly, The Doctrine that I am to inſiſt on at 
this Time, is, That it is the great Honour aud Pri- 
vilege of all true Believers, to be the Children aud 
Heirs of God thro' Jeſus Chriſt. This is confirm- 
ed from that parallel Text, Rom. viii. 16, 1 7. 


The Method for handling this Subject, ſhall 
be, 1. To enquire in what Senſe Believers are 


the 


the Children of God, 2. In what reſpe& they 
are called Heirs. 3. What is the Heritage the 
are entitled to. 4. How it is they attain to this 
Privilege. 5. To ſhew the wondetful free Grace 
of God, in granting fuch a glorious Privilege to 
Believers, as to be his Children and Heirs. 6. 
Make Improvement of the whole. i 
I. As to the Firſt, In what ſenfe Believers 
are the Children of God. 1ſt, Negatively, It is 
not to be meant here, that they are his Children 
only, 1. In reſpe& of Creation, for fo all Men 
are God's Children, Mal. ii. 10. Have we not al 
one Father ? Hath not one God created us? Had 
Believers no further Intereſt in God than this, 
they ſhould have but little Comfort ; for in this 
ſenfe God is alſo Father to the Devils and wic- 
ked Men, for he made them; but he that made 
them will not have Mercy on them, and he that for- 
med them will ſhew them no Favour. Nor 2. Is it 
to be meant, that they are his Children only by 
Providence; for ſo he is to all, Deut. xxxii. 6. 1. 
he not thy Father that bought thee ? i. e. hath re- 
redeemed thee from Slavery, and conferred great 
Bleſſings on thee. Nor 3. Is it to be underſtood 
of their being his Children by Profeſſion, or ex- 
ternal Covenant-Engagements ; for ſo all the 
1 Members of the Viſible Church are, Iſa. i. 2. 
⁊qah, Pofitively, Believers are the Children of 
God, by way of ſpecial Grace, and that in theſe 
ſeveral Reſpects. 1. In reſpect of Election, God 
has choſen and predeſtinate them from Eternity 
to be his Children and Heirs, upon whom he 
will entail. the Kingdom of Heaven, Eph. i. 5. 
Jam. ii. 5. 2. In reſpe& of Regeneration, He 
dignifies them with a new Birth, working 2 
gracious Change upon them, infuſing in them a 
7 fuperna- 
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ſupernatural Prineiple of Holineſs, whereby the 
become like their heavenly Father, and ſo the 
are {aid to be begotten and born of God, Jam. . 
18. 1 John iii. 9. 3. They are his Children by 
Adoption; which is an Act of God's Free Grace, 
whereby he aſſumes thoſe into the Number of his 
Children, who were not ſo naturally, but were 
Strangers and Aliens: Yea, he takes theſe who 
were Enemies, . and of the Family of Hell, into 
the Family of Heaven ; and graciouſly entitles 
them to all the Advantages Dignitics and Pri- 
vileges of Children. As for Inſtance, He edu- 
cates, brings them up; and makes Proviſion for 
them, as for Sons, 1ſa. xlvi. 3. Matth. vi. 32. 
Pſal. Ixxxiv. 11. 2. He allows them a ſhare in 
his Fatherly Love and Compaſſion, togethet 
with the Protection and Attendance of Sons, Fer. 
xxxi. 20, Heb. i. 14. zal, He frees them from 
2 fervile State, or any baſs and Drudgery-work, 
and endues them with a free Spirit, Rom. viii. 
13.—— 4 They have the Chaſtiſement of 
Sons, which is moſt needful, Deut. viii. 5. Heb. 
zii. 6, 7, 8. 5. He allows them free 
Acceſs to, and a filial Confidence with him in 
Prayer; henee in the Verſe preceeding my Text, 
the Apoſtle ſaith, Becauſe ye are Sons, God hath 
ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into jour Hearts, cry- 
ing, Abba, Father.———— And Laſtly, He en- 
titles them to the Inheritance of Sons, as in the 


. Son, then Heirs of God. And this 
eads to ES 5 | 
II. The Second Head, viz. In what Reſpect Be- 
lievers are called Heirs. And for the better II- 
luſtration hereof, I ſhall ſhew wherein Temporal 
and ſpiritual Heirs do agree, and wherein they 
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1/t, They agree, and reſemble one another in 
hel | Things 1. He that is an Heir of an E. 
ſtate, hath his Title freely conveyed to him; 
he pays not for it, becauſe he has it by Birth, 
So Believers, who are ſpiritual Heirs, have the 
Title to theirInheritance freely; and as they have 
nothing to pay for it, ſo it is given to them 
without Money, and without Price. And though 
they have no Title to it by their natural Birth, 
yet, by their new Birth, they become the Sons 
of God, and Heirs of Heaven: 

2dly, They who are rightful Heirs of an E- 
ſtate, have the ſureſt Title of any other, be- 
cauſe it is built upon Nature: A Father may 
| frown upon his Son and Heir for his Fault, but 
doth not eaſily diſinherit him; nor will he turn 
him out of Doors as he doth a Servant for 
his Offence. So Believers, who' are God's a- 
dopted Children and Heirs, have a moſt ſure 
Title to the heavenly Inheritance. Tho' God 
may chaſtiſe them, yet he will not diſinherit 
them; P/al. Ixxxix. 32, 33, 34. 1 will viſit their 
Tranſgreſſions with the Rod ;—nevertheleſs my Lov- 
ing Kindueſs I will not take utterly from him.— 
My Covenant will J not break, nor alter the Thing 
that is gone out of my Lips, Our Title to the 
Inheritance by the ſecond Covenant, is far ſuret 
than Adam's was by the firſt ; For when he of- 
fended, God treated him as a Servant and turn- 
ed him vut of Doors. But the Believer who 
is become a Child and Heir by Jeſus Chriſt, 
13 better ſecured by the ſecond Covenant ; for 
he hath not only God's Word, God's Mut, 
and God's Oath to confirm it, but he hath the 
Mediator's Blood ſealing his Charter, and an 


Earneſt of the Inheritance already given him, 
| : a ix. 
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iz. God's Spirit put into his Heart. 2 Cor- 
j. 22. So that his Right and Title is inde- 
feazable, and can never be altered. i 
3dly, An Heir's Title to an Inheritance is 
reckoned more hozourable than his, who obtains 
it anapher Way. So Believers Title is moſt ho- 
zourable, being made Heirs of God, and Co- 
heirs with his own Son Jeſus Chriſt. Rom. viii. 
17. Chriſt alone is the natural Son, and hath 
the primary Right to the Inheritance, but Be-. 
levers, by Adoption, are aſſigned ta à Share, 
and made Co-heirs with him. So that Chriſt 
and Believers do, as it were, divide Heaven be- 
twixt them; they have the ſame Father, dwell 
in the ſame Houſe, ſit at the ſame Table, reign 
on the ſame Throne, partake of the ſame Glory. 
O! What Honour is this, which is put on 
Worms of the Earth? John xvii. 22. 24. John 
xx. 17. Rev. iii. 21. Chriſt indeed being our 
elder Brother, his Inheritance is double, and his 
Power and Glory is far greater than the glori- 
fied Saints and Angels, inſomuch as he hath, 
by Inheritance, obtained a more excellent Name than 
they. Heb. i. 4. Eph. i. 22. 
4thly, An Heir, during his Minority, hath nor 
the actual Poſſeſſion of his Inheritance, as be- 
ing incapable to manage it; And therefore hath 


[Tutors and Curators appointed him : So a Be- 


liever, though an Heir of Heaven, hath not the 
Poſſeſſion of the Inheritance, while here, This 
Life is the Time of his Minority, and Jeſus 
Chriſt and the Holy Spirit are his Tutors and 
Curators, until he arrive at ripe Age, and the 
Years of his Majority, when he will be fully 
meet for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light ; and 
then he enters upon the immediate Poſleſſion of 
all chat is promiſed ro him. 
N Mz 3thty, 
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5thly, An Heir of an Eſtate, though he want 
the Poſſeſſion for a Time, yet he hath a pre- 
ſeut Maintenance allowed him out of ir, ſuit- 
able to his Station and Circumſtances ; fo Be- 
lievers, during their Minority in this World, 
have 2 ſufficient Maintenance granted them, 
out of that great Inheritance promiſed to, and 
provided for them. As for temporal Things, they 
have a Comperency ſecured to them while here; 
Their Bread ſhall be given them, and their Mater 
Hall be ſure. And for ſpiritual Things, they ſhall 
have as much Grace, Strength, Comfort and 
Joy, as will bear their Charges, until the Time 
appointed come, when they ſhalt enter upon the 
full Poſſeſſion of all. 55 | 
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t & nourable Perſon; and they who know what 

e- be is born to, and what his Expectations are, 

t· | do put Reſpe& upon him: So Believers, howe- 

- | ver mean and ſtraitned they be, during their 

, Minority in this World, are very honourable 

„, Perſons, the excellent Ones in the Earth, and, in 

d many Reſpects, more excellent than their Neigh- 

laurs; they are Heirs of a great Inheritance, 

and, upon this Account, ſhould be honoured by 

» | theſe among whom they live; for though they 

make no great outward Appearance at preſent, 
yer, in a little, they ſhall be crowned with Glory 

and Honour. 

c II. Temporal and Spirital Heirs do differ in 

FF theſe Things. 1. Temporal Heirs, however 

- rich they be, are only Heirs of a corru- 

„ | ptible Spot of Earth; but Believers are Heirs 

Jof an Inberitance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 

- Þ that fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven for them. 

And what is Earth to Heaven? 

f 244ly, Many Heirs, here on Earth, never come to 

the actual Poſſeſſion of their Eſtates; for they may 

be ſquandred away, or loſt by the ill Management 

ol their Parents or Tutors; or they may be taken 

from them by Oppreſſion or Violence: And often- 

times Death comes and ſnatches away the young 

Heirs before they attain to ripe Age; ſo that they 

never win to the Poſſeſſion. But Heaven's Heirs 

will all certainly get Poſſeſſions of their Inhe- 

rttance : Their Tutors will not loſe nor miſma- 

nage it to them; no Enemy can ſeize it by Vio- 

lence ; nor Thief break through and fleal. And 

Death will be fo far from deptiving them of 

the Poffeffion. of their Inheritance, that it brings 

/rhemt to the immediate and full Fruition chere- 
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{ of, through a glorious Eternit. 


þ 


4 


ö 
4 
þ „ 
4 „ 
þ 3 3 
* N. 


ef 


 3dh, A temporal Heir doth not fully poſleſs 
the Heritage till the Father dyes ; but the ſpi- 
xitual Heir doth poſleſs it fully in his Father's 


Life-Time, Our eternal Father lives for ever; 


and this doth not hinder the Heirs poſſeſſing; 
What a Myſtery is here! In temporal Heri- 
rages the Father dyes to give Place to the Son : 
But here the Son dyes to bring the Heirs of 
Heaven to live and poſſeſs with the Father. 
4thly, When a temporal Heir comes to the 
Poſleſſion, he can enjoy the Inheritance but a 


ſhore While; for Death ſoon comes and diſpoſ- 


ſeſſes him. But the ſpiritual Heir, when he gets 
Poſſeſfion of his Inheritance, becomes immor- 
tal, and is for ever out of the Reach of Death, 
III. The third Head in the Method was, 
to ſhew what the Heritage is, which God's 
Children and Heirs are entitled to; ſurely it 
3s the greateſt and largeſt that ever was; Al 
ings are yours. 1 Cor. iii. 21. 
More particulary, 1. The Earth is their In- 
heritance, Mat. v. 5. though commonly they 
ſſeſs little of it, yet they have a Covenant- 


Right :o0 make Uſe of the good Creatures, and 


the outward Supports and Refreſhments of Life. 
The Men of this World, though they have a 
general providential Right to ſuch Things of 


the Earth as they poſſeſs, yet they have no Co- 


venant-Title thereto, as Believers haye : Their 
Enjoyments come not to them from God as 2 


loving Father, or as a God in Covenant with 


them, to promote their Souls Good: They 
have not the comfortable and ſanctiſied Enjoy- 


ment of the Creature; no, this comes only to 


us in Chriſt, and is a Part of the Believer's Por- 


tion. By the Fall, Adam and his Poſterity were 


diſin· 
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diſinherited, they loſt their Covenant-Right o- 
yer the Creatures, with the ſanctified Uſe there- 
of: But in Chriſt, who is the Heir of all Things, 
the Title is renewed to Believers, and they be- 
come Heirs of the World: And whatever Part 
of it falls to their Share, they may look on it 
as a Bleſſing of the Covenant, a Legacy from 
Chriſt, a Part of his Purchaſe, ſan&ified for 
their Uſe, and deſigned for their Good. 5 
2dly, Heaven is their Heritage, however poor 
they be in this World, yet they are Heirs of the 
Kingdom which God hath promiſed to them 
that love him. Jam. ii. 5: The Heirs of this 
Celeſtial Crown are like Princes in Diſguiſe, 
travelling in a forreign Country: Strangers that 
know them not, look only to their outward 
Appearance; and are apt to think them poor 
and miſerable : But their Hopes and Happineſs 
lie in Things not ſeen; they are Heirs of the 
Land that is afar off. Sometimes, with Moſes, 
they are allowed to come to the Top of Pi- 
gah, to view this promiſed Land, and this is 
molt ſatisfying : At other Times, with Abraham, 
they are admitted, as it were, to walk through: 
it, and hear God ſay, AU this is thine, all is made 
over to thee in Chriſt ; and this fills the Heirs of 
Heaven, with Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory. 
3dly, In the Text, they are called Heirs of 
GOD, God himſelf is their Inheritance, and 
this is more than to ſay, they are Heirs of both 
Heaven and Earth. JI wil! be your God, is the 
moſt comprehenſive Promiſe in the whole Bible, 
it imports an Intereſt in all the Bleſſings and 
Promiſes of the New-Covenant, in all the Pur- 
chaſe and Fulneſs of Chriſt, in all the Gifts 
and Graces of the Holy Spirit, and in 4 the 
e ivine 
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divine Attributes and Perfections. When the 
Lord faith to the Heirs of Salvation, I will be 
your God ; How great is the Inheritance he 

| bequeaths to them It is more than if he 
made over to them a thoufand Heavens, or ten 
thouſand Worlds; for, faith he, J give you the 
Omnipotent Fehavah, I make over my ſelf un- 
to you, in all my eſſential Perfections: My 

Omnipotency ſhall be your Guard, my Omni ſcien- 

cy your Overſeer, my Omnipreſence your Com- 

ion, my Bounty your Store, my Viſdom-· yout 

Counſellour, my Juſtice your Rewarder, my Ho- 
lineſs your Fountain of Grace, my Unchangeable- 
xeſs the Rock of your Security, my All-ſuffici- 
eney your Inheritance, and my Eternity the Date 
of your Happineſs. Surely, O Believer, the Lines 
are fallen io you in pleaſant Places, and you 
have got a goodly Heritage. 


IV. The fourth Head was, to enquire how 


Believers attain to this high Privilege, of be- 
ing Children and Heirs of God. 1. It is not 
from any Worth or Merit in them, but from 
the free Love and Goodneſs of God, that hath 
predeſtinare them to the Adoption of Children, 
and choſen them Heirs of the Kingdom, 24h, It 
is by the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, who, as 
their Surety, interpoſes for them, when under. 
Sentence of Death; purchaſed the Inheritance 
for them by his Merits, and left it to them in 
Legacy by his Teſtament, which he fealed and 
confirmed with his own Blood. 34h, By the Ap- 
plication of the Holy Ghoſt, who is the Execu- 
ror of Chriſt's Teſtament, and who comes and 
_ Infefts Believers in the bequeathed: Inheritance, 
by renewing their Souls, working Faith in them, 
and diſpoſing them to cloſe with the 8 

plant- 
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ranting all gracious Habits in them, and there- 

giving them the Earneſt, and firſt Fruits of 
che Inheritance. bY So 261 £ + £ 

V. The fjth Thing was, to ſhew the won< 
dertul Grace of God, in granting ſuch a glo- 
rious Privilege to poor Believers, If we ſeriouſ- 
y confider the Grace ot God, in adopting us to 
be his Children and Heirs, we may well cry out 
with the Apoſtle, 1 John iii. 1. Behold! bat 
Manner of Love is this the Father hath beſtowed 
on #8, that we ſhould be called the Sons of God ? 
The Wonderfulneſs of this Grace appears in 
theſe Things, 1. That he adopts us to be his 
Sons and ' Heirs, when he needed us not. Men 
adopt Sons becauſe they are childlefs, and need 
ſome to propagate their Families, keep up their 
Names,and perpetuate their Memories : But the 
Eternal Father adopts Children and - Heirs; tho” 
he hath a Natural and Eternal Son of his own, 
who is the Brightneſs of his Glory, the expreſs L. 
mage of his Perſon, a Son in whom his Soul de- 
behteth : And altho' he could have been infi- 
nitely happy without us, and needed no Acceſ- 
fion to his Glory. We ſtood in Need of a Fa- 
ther, but he ſtood not in Need of Sons. | 
| 2dly; That he chuſes theſe to be his Sons and 
Heirs, who have nothing to recommend them 
to him, but are utterly unworthy of this Dig- 
nity and Privilege, Men uſually adopt theſe 
who. are of their Kindred, or who are their 
Friends and Favourites; but God ſhews this Fa- 
our to Rebels, Enemies, Traitors, Satan's 
Slaves, and Hell's Heirs. Men adopt theſe in 
whom they fee, or, at leaſt, fancy ſomething of 
Worth: Merdecai adopted Efther becauſe ſhe 
was fair; But God adopts theſe who are natu- 
5 N rally 
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rally moſt vile and unworthy, yea deſpicable as 
Worms, loathſome as Carcaſſes, deformed a; fi 
Monſters, black as Ethiopians, and diſeaſed as V 
Lepers. Having nothing to engage his Love, In 
but every Thing to provoke his loathing d f 
ns. : ( 
3dly, That he ſhould be at ſuch Charge and 

. Coſt in adopting us. Men are at no Pains a. 
bout it, but to draw up a Writ and fign or 
feal it, and then all is done: But infinite WiC. 
dom and Power muſt be ſer on Work to make 
ns Sons and Heirs; an Eternity muſt be ſpent 
in contriving the Method : The Eternal Son of 
God muſt die to bring it about, and the Char- 
ter of our Adoption mult be ſealed with his moſt 
precious Blood. Never was it heard, that any 
Man let his only Son ſuffer and die, to adopt 
an Enemy; but this the great God hath done, 
which is the Wonder of the Redeemed, the Won- 
der of Angels, and will be the Wonder of E- 
ternity. | g 
4thly, That he exalts thefe whom he adopts 
to ſuch high Dignity and Honour; for God to 
have pardoned his Enemies, and delivered them |} © 
from going to Hell, had been much; for him 
to have taken his Enemies, and made them 
his Friends and Favourites, had been more: 
But for God to take his mortal Enemies into 
his Boſom, and make them his Sons and Heirs; 
yea beautify them with his Image, value them 
as his Jewels, entitle them to his Kingdom, and 
make them Co-heirs with his own beloved Son, 
is ſuch a Prodigy of Love, as ſurpaſſeth all fi- 
nite Comprehenſion. T'o have advanced one of 
the bleſſed Cherubims or Seraphims ſo high, had 
been a ſtupendious Act of Grace: But to take 
| h | a 
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; Lump of polluted Duſt, a curſed Sinner, a 
Wretch as black as Hell could make him, and 
niſe him ſo high, yea above the brighteſt Che- 
mb in Glory, is an eternally aſtoniſhing Won 
der of free Love. ien e 00977” 
; 2 
Application. 

I. Uſe of Information. This Doctrine informs 
of us theſe Things, 1. Of the wonderful Love and 
Goodneſs of God, to poor, elect Sinners in 
Chriſt: He takes Enemies into his Family, yea 
puts them among the Children: And not on- 
ly doth he confer the Honour of Sonſhip on 
them, but alſo puts the Nature of Sons in 
them; for they are Sons by Regeneration, as 
well as by Adoption ; both theſe are joined to- 
gether, as is clear from John i. 12. 13. To them 
that believe he gave Power to become the Sons of 
God, who were born not of the Will of Man, but 
of God. . : 

—_ That Believers are of more noble and 


illuſtrious Deſcent than any others: They are 
Sons of the moſt high God. Some talk of their 


Progenitors, and value themſelves on their high 


Extract: So the Fews vaunted that they were 
Abraham's Seed. John viii. 33. But ſurely ir 
is an infinitely greater Privilege to be among 
the Sons of God. David thought it no ſmall 
Honour to be Son in Law to the King of Iſra- 
el. 1 Sam. xviii. 18. And ſhall any among ug 
reckon it a ſmall Thing to be a Son to the King 


of Heaven. 
N 3 34% 
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| 340, That God is an infinitely rich and bode, 
tiful Father, who makes all his Children Heir 
and that of a great and ſplendid. Inheritance 
Tho his Family be numerous, yet there is not 
one of them lefr unprovided; for he brings na- 
ny Sons to Glory. Heb. ii. 10. 
II. Uſe of Examination. Let us all try what 
Right or Claim we have to this Honour and 
lege, of being the Sons and Heirs of God. 
1. Try, O Communicants, if ye have th 
Marks and Characters of God's Children. 
Have you cordially made Choice of God 4 
your Father in Chriſt, and dedicated your ſelves 
to him at this Time, in a perpetual Covenant, 
Fer. iii. 19. How ſhall I put thee among the Chil. 
Aren] &c. Thou ſhalt call me my Father. 24h, 
Have ye received the Mediator by a true and 
lively Faith; for it-is hereby we become Chil- 
dren, John i. 12. To ds many as received him, he 
gave Power to become the Sons of God. Gal. iii, 
26. Ye are all the Children of God by Faith in Chrift 
Feſus. We can be adopted only by Virtue of 
his Right, who is the elder Brother and Heir 
of all T hings. zdly, Are you like your Father, 
have you his Image upon you, Holineſs ? 4thly 
Do you ſincerely love Chriſt, your elder Bro- 
ther and Redeemer? John viii. 42. Jeſus ſaid 
unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love 
me. Fthly, Do ye love and eſteem all the 
Children of the Family, as the Excellent of the 
Earth? Pſal. xvi. 2. 6thly, Are ye hearti- 
ly concerned for the Intereſt a 4 Welfare of your 
Mother, the Church ? Pſal. cxxxvii. 6.— 71h, 


Are ye troubled for offending your Father? 
2 F Chron. xxxiv. 27.— Sthly, Are you deſir- 
| ouß 


ous of your Father's Preſence and Company ? 
Pſal. xxvi. 8. gthly, Have ye Childrens 
Appetites for your ſpiritual Food ? P/al. Ixxxiv. 
1. 1 Pet. ii. 2. 
a- II. Try if you have the Spirit, and Diſpo- 
tion of Heirs. 1½, Is it your main Care to make 
at ſure your Birthrighr, and Title to the Inheri- 
nd | tance? Many of God's Children have not the 
d. Aſſurance hereof, but they all labour after it, 
he and are reſtleſs without it. Mat. vi. 33. 24h, 
1. If you be Heirs, you will highly value your 
25 Birthright, and not be willing to part with it for 
es 2 Trifle: You will not (like prophane Eſau, Heb. 
t, Þ xii. 16.) ſell it for ſenſual Pleaſures, and Gra- 
tifications of the Fleſh: Nay, your Hearts will 
; | riſe againſt Satan's Solicitations to break with 
d your Father, and ſell your Birthright, and ſay 
-O with Naboth to Ahab, 1 Kings xxl. 3. The Lord 
eB forbid it me, that 1 ſhould give the Inheritance of 
. my Fathers unto thee. God forbid, that I ſhould 
part with my Portion in Chriſt for worldly 
f 


Gain,carnal Satisfactions, or any carthly Delight 
whatſomever. | 
zah, Your Hearts and Thoughts will be much 

ſet upon your Heritage above, for it is your 
| Treaſure, and where your Treaſure is, there will 
= your Heart be alſo. Mat. vi. 21. What do ye 
moſt think of, when ye are alone? Nebuchad- 
tex X ar, when he is alone, thinks on his large 
Territories, Dan. iv. 29, 30. I not this great 
Babylon, that I have built for the Houſe of the 
Kingdom? &c, So if you be Heirs of Heaven, 
your Hcarts will be — much thither. _ 
* 4thly, In Time of your Difficulties and Straits, 
you will be drawing your Comfort and En- 
LS from the =_ . — Heritage, 
von. 
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vou are entitled to; and likewiſe you will be look- 


wg and waiting when it will fall into your Hands; 


yea you will be ſending Meſſengers and Spies to 


the Land of Promiſe, to ſurvey it, and bring you 
d Tidings from thence,for your Support, while 
in the Wilderneſs : You will be feaſting and en- 
tertaining your ſelves with the Thoughts of 
your rich Inheritance, and Portion in Chriſt, and 
groaning within your ſelves, ©* When ſhall I be 
* with my Father and elder Brother above? 
* When fhall my Pilgrimage be finiſhed, and 


« the Time of my Minority expire, that I may 


= enter upon the Poſſeſſion, ** Rom. viii. 25, 
Ie who have the firſt Fruits of the Spirit groan 
within our ſelves, waiting for the Adoption, to uit, 
the Redemption of our Bodies. 

 Lafily, All theſe who are Heirs of Heaven do 
get the Seal and Earneſt of the Inheritance put in 
their Hearts, viz. the Spirit of God, 2 Cor. i. 
22. Eph. i. 13, 14. After that ye believed, ye were 
fealed with that holy Spirit of Promiſe, which is the 
Earneft of our Inheritance, until the Redemption of 
the purchaſed Poſſeſſion. As an Earneſt-penny ſe- 
eures our Right to a Bargain, and is alſo a Part 
of it; fo the ſancifying Spirit, or Grace of God 
in the Heart, is a Pledge and Earneſt of the glo- 


rious Inheritance above. O Communicants! 


have ye got this Earneſt in your Souls? Are ye 
beginning to reap the Firſt- fruits of the Inheri- 
rance ? Surely it will be Matter of rejoicing to 
o | 
+ ©. How fhall J know if I have got the Spirit 


in my Heart, as the Seal and Firſ-truirs of the 


Inheritance? 5 N 

A. By his Actings and Operations in your 
Souls. 1. Where-ever hę is, he is an illuminating 
Spixit, that lets you ſee the Evil of Sin, and the 


Excel 
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Excelleney of Chriſt, 24dly, A humbliug Spirit, 
that brings the Soul to lie 1n the Duſt, and ab- 
hor itſelf for its Abominations. 3dly, A Spirit of 
Prayer, that inclines the Soul to come to its Fa- 
ther, for the Supply of Wants, Gal. iv. 6.—qthly, 
A Sin- ſubduing Spirit, that helps to weaken and 
mortifie indwelling Corruption, Ro. viii. 13.—5thly, 
A Soul- ſanctiſying Spirit, that infuſes,increaſes,quic- 
kens, and actuates Grace in the Heart, Eph. iv. 23. 
24. Now, where- ever theſe gracious Actings and 
Operations of the Spirit are to be found, you may 
conclude you have got a Seal of your Heirſhip, 
the Earneſt and Firſt-fruits of the Inheritance, as 
a Pledge of your being ſhortly put in Poſſeſſion of 
all. | | | 

III. Uſe of Exhortation, to two Sorts, 1. Theſe 
who are Aliens and Foreigners.—24Jy, Theſe who 
are Children, and Heirs of God. 

I, I ſhall ſpeak to theſe who are Aliens, have 
no Intereſt in God's Family, nor the Childrens 
Privileges ; and yet many ſuch have been preſum- 
ing to eat of the Childrens Bread, to which they 
have no Right. I intreat you to awake from 
your Security, and conſider the Miſery of your 
State. O! that God would ſound an Alarm in 
your Ears. 5 

1. If you be not God's Children, you are 
Dogs; and yet you have been preſuming to med- 
dle with the Childrens Bread, which is horrid 

Sacrilege. | 

2dly, You are Children of the Devil, and of the 
Family of Hell; nay, you are Satan's Bond-ſlaves. 
There is no Medium ; either you are God's Chil- 
dren, or the Devil's Slaves, John viii. 44. And 
what hath Satan's Slaves to do with God's holy 
Things? "© | 
21; :24ly, 
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3dhy, O Alien and Foreigner! thou art a Child 
of Wrath, an Heir of Hell; this is thy native 
Heritage and Portion; and this ſad Heritage will 
remain ſure to thee : When thou leaveſt thy Sub- 
ſtance to others, this ſhall go alongſt with thy 
ſelf to another World. The Wrath of God abideth 
on thee, both here and eternally : O Sinner! Wrath 
is thy conſtant Covering now, and the Heavens 
are growing blacker and blacker every Day above 
thy Head. The Earth is weary of thee ; the Pit 
is opening her Mouth for thee; Hel is groaning 
for thee from beneath; and the Thread of Life, that 
is keeping thee out of it, is juſt ready ro break; 
O! waken before it be too late. ET: 
 4thly, Thou art without God in the World; thou 
haſt no Intereſt in God as thy Friend ; thou art 
far from God; he is thy wrathful Enemy: Thy 
Hell is begun already; for what makes Hell, but 
Excluſion from the Preſence of God? Depart from 
me, ye curſed. Now you are gone from God al- 
ready, with his Curſe upon you, like the Dam- 
ned ; only your Caſe 1s not deſperate as theirs is: 
There is ſome Hope of your returning to God 
again; but there is none of theirs. O! turn then 
to the ſtrong Hold, ye Priſoners of Hope. 
' 5thly, By preſuming on the Lord's Table, 
you have drawn a new Curſe on your ſelves ; 
for ye have been mocking God, ſhedding 
Chriſt's Blood, murdering the blefled Redeem- 
er: You have been acting Judas s Part, ſaying, 
Hail Maſter, and betraying the Son of God with a 
Kiſs. O! Satan's Slaves, you have been eating 
Chriſt's Bread, but God's Curſe was on the 
Morſel you got; and ye have drawn down new 
Soul-Plagues on your ſelves. You'll be ten 
Times more Satan's Slaves than you * be- 
| | ore ; 
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fore; for to all your other Sins, you have added 
this, of crucifying Chriſt afreſh. 

eſt. Is there any Hope for fuch Children, 
of Wrath, and Heirs of Hell as we are? What 
fall we do to be ſaved? 

Anſ. 1. I ſay to you, as Peter to Simon Ma- 
gu, Acts viii. 21, 22. Thon haſt neither Part nor 
lat in this Matter, thy Heart is not right with 
God : Regent therefore of this thy Wi 1 aud 
pray God for Firgiveneſs, Repent and weep o- 
rer a flain Chriſt, whom you pierced at his 
Table, and cry, Lord deliver me from Blood- 
Guiltineſs. O can you weep'oyer a dead Child,or 
friend? Can you weep for the Loſs of World's 
Wealth, and not weep for the Loſs of your Souls, 
ind of your Saviour? 

 2dly, Retire into ſome ſecret Place, and there 
meditate on your Miſery, while Children of Sa- 
tan, and Heirs of Wrath: Firmly belieye your 
ad State, your 8 is ober d i the in 
it. There is a Bill of Exeluſion 
Court of Heaven, againſt all ut 75 * TE 
nant of Works, which is your Caſe, Gat. iv. 30 
The Sou of the Bond-uoman ſhall not he Heir : 
Heirs of Wrath muſt not be Heirs of Glory : 
There is no Salyation under this Covenant, but 
on a Condition impoſſible, perfect Obedience 


to the Law, and Satisfaction to divine Juſtice 


for the Wrong already done. There is no Pro- 
miſe in it of Pardon, no Place for Repentance, 
no acrepting of the Will for the Deed. O 
poor forlorn Soul, put the Queſtion to thy ſelf, 
How. fhall I live in this Caſe? How ſball 1 
die in it? How ſhall I appear before a juſt God 
in it 2 Surely, a State of Wrath is too hot 


+ Climate for my Soul 8 live in. 
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3dly, Cheriſh Convictions when God ſends 
them, go not to run away with God's Arrows 
of Conviction ſticking in your Conſciences, 
to your Imployments, to work them out; to 
your Cups, to drink them out; to your Bed, 
to ſleep them out; to your Companions, to ſport 
them away: No, but run with them to the 
great Phyſician Chriſt, that he may take them 
out with his own Hand, and apply Gilead“ 
Balm to the Wound. Alas! Many deſtroy their 
immortal Souls, by crueitying their Convictions, 
Athh, Preſently embrace the ſweet Goſpel- 
Offers that are made to you; now is the Day 
when the great Trumpet is blown, that ont- 
caſt periſhing Sinners may come, and accept of 
the Goſpel- Jubilee. 1/a. xxvii. 13. Now Li- 
berty is proclaimed to the Captives : Now the 
Heirs of Wrath may become Heirs of Glory: 
And what Way is that? Even by cloſing with 
Chriſt in a Marriage-Covenant. Come matry 
the Heir of all Things, and you ſhall be freed 
from Bondage, and Heaven ſhall be your Dow- 
ry. Come flee preſently out of the Dominion 
of the Law; into the Dominion of Grace; and 
there the Law's Curſes ſhall not reach you, 
Accept of Jeſus Chriſt on the T'erms of Grace, 
and you ſhall have a great Heritage with him, 
an Inheritance that ſhall laſt for ever. World- 
ly Heritages do not laſt; all your Riches and 
Honouts, Profits and Pleaſures muſt ſhortly be 
buried with you, they cannot accompany you 
into another World: But if you accept of Chriſt 
as your Saviour and Surety, then the Eternal 
God is your God, and Portion for ever. O 
Heirs of Wrath, what are your Hearts ſaying? 
Are you content with this Bargain? Are you 
willing 
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Children and Heirs of the great King? 
5thly, Remember that dreadtul Vengeance will 
fhortly ſeize upon them that refuſe ſuch a glo- 
tious Heritage: Conſider what is abiding you, 
pſal. xi. 6. Snares, Fire, Brimſtone, and an hor- 
rible Tempeſt ſhall be the Portion of your Cup. 


Exhort. 2d, To theſe who are Sons and 


Heirs of God. I ſhall ſpeak, in the firſt Place, 
ſome Things to you all in general. 1. Has God, 
of his. free Mercy and rich Grace, made you 
his Sons and Heirs, then be humble, and re- 
member what you once were. When God found 


you, you were Children of Wrath, even as others. 


Free Love hath picked you out trom among 
the Multitude of condemned Malefactors, hath 
commanded your Fetters to be taken off, put a 
Pardon in your Hands, and brought you forth 
to the glorious Liberty of the Children of God, 
and made you Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with 
Chriſt. You had nothing in you to engage him to 
love you, yet he loved you, when you were moſt 
loathſome : What Matter of Wonder is here! 
The glorious. Bridegroom courted and eſpouſ- 
ed you to himſelf, on the Day in which you 
might have been led forth to Execution! He 
took off your Priſon-Garments, and cloathed 
you with Robes of Righteouſneſs and Garments 


of Salvation! He took the Chains from off your 


Arms, the Rope from about your Necks, and 
put his own Comelineſs on you, that you might 
be fit for the King's Table! Be not proud of 
your Gifts,Graces or Attainments; But remem- 


ber that ye were once Children of Wrath, even 


a others; all you have is borrowed. Be humble 
allo, and remember your Faults this Day: Mind how 
BY: 94 ST: you 
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willing to leave Satan's Slavery, and become 
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you have forgotten your Benefactor! How un- 
kindly you have treated him that remembered 
you in your low Eſtate! How unſuitably you 
have walked ! Is this your Kindneſs to your Friend? 

24h, Pity the Children of Wrath and Heirs 
of Hell, that ſtill lie in Chains of Darkneſs, 
Be not unconcerned fot them, ſeeing ye were 
once in the ſame Condition with them ; ye have 
got aſhore, but your Fellows behind you are 
Rin in Danger of periſhing : Put on Bowels of 
Compaſſion for them, pity them, and uſe all 
Means for their Deliverance. * ' ; 
34h, Be content with your Lot in a preſent | 
World, and be eaſie under your preſent Straits 
and Difficulties; whatever they be; for you 
have the Proſpect of a great Inheritance, from 
whence you may take Encouragement under e- 
very Trial. You may be eaſie under the World's 
Hatred; and carry chearfully in midſt of all Af- 
fronts and Injuries, for you may expect to be 
envied. Favourites of Princes are commonly 
Nandered and abuſed; Joſeph was hated-of his 
Brethren, becauſe ' his Father ſhewed more than 
ordinary Kindneſs to him. je - were of © the 
world, (faith Chriſt) the Morld would love bis 
own + But becauſe ye are not of the World, but 1 
have choſen you out of the World, therefore the Morli 
Bateth you. John xv. 19. But ler this folace yout 
Minds, ye are Heirs of Cod, and dearly beloved of 
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Athh, Live as Children of God, and Heirs 
of the Kingdom; walk worthy of your Digui- 
ty, and behave. fuitably to your Character. You 
Have the Angels, theſe great Officers of the 
Crown, and chief Miniſters of State, appoint- 
ed to wait on you, conſtantly, while here below, 


and you have a glorious Expectation — 
on ge of Tens | ew 
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- Stew forth then the Greatneſs and Nobleneſs "Y 
d of your —_— by undervaluing mean and ſor- 

u did Things. Let your Speech and Actions 
7 here lock like the Country to which you are 
s going, that it may be ſaid of you as"of Gide- 
5. os Children, Fad. viii, 18. Each one reſembled 
re Y the Children of a King. The 'Heirs of earthly 
re Kings have been obſerved to have had generous 
re and noble Spirits, and have ſcorned to inter- 
of Y meddle with baſe and inferior Matters. It is a 
common Story of Alexander the Great, That 
' 3 when he was a little Boy, and provoked to 
t run a Race with one of his Inferiors, he firſt 
s demurred, and then flatly refuſed the Challenge, 
u ſaying, It did not become the Son of a King to ſub- 
mit to ſo mean an Undertaking, and contend with 
one ſo far below him. The brave Spirit of that 
princely Yourh may ſhame theſe Chriſtians who 
are the adopted Sons of God, and Heirs to 2 
Crown that ſhall never fade; and yet often- 
times are found groveling on the Earth, like 
the Men of this World, and buſied about Things 
very far below them. Let the Heirs of Hei- 
ven maintain a holy Contempt of the World, 
and the Things thereof. Let them ſet their 
Feet on theſe Things on which Worldlings ſet 
their Hearts; and reckon th=mſe]ves richer arid 
happier in their Relation to God and the 
Kingdom above, than 'any graceleſs Monarch 
that ever wore an earthly Crown. Shall earth- 
ly Men make ſuch a Noiſe in the World, and 
think none comparable to them, becauſe for- 
ſooth their Heap of Dung is ſome bigger than 
their Neighbours? (for ſo Paul eſteems the 
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Won) and will the Children of the King of 
Hkaven of whom the HWorld is not worthy, Heb, 


al. 29; 
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zi. 29. be fo low and mean ſpirited, as to be 
amuſed and dazled with the World's Vanities ; 
who yet have God for their Portion, Chriſt 
for. their Husband, Heaven for their Home, aud 
Glory for their Treaſyre ? 1 
J1ibh, Let the Heirs of Heaven be mutually 
concerned in one another; let them ſympathize 
together, when any of them is in Trouble, 
and alſo rejoice in one another's Welfare. And 
when the Time cometh that they arrive at full 
Age, and are taken up to the Poſſeſſion of their 
Inheritance, (though they be your near Rela- 


tions) do not quarrel God's Providence, or 


- mourn as theſe that have no Hope; or carry, as if 
you grudged their Happineſs; But chearfully 
fabmit to your Father's Will, and rejoice in 
their Preferment; for the Day of their Death ig 


better than the Day of their Birth. 

. Gthly, Be earneſt in Prayer, that God may 
raiſe pp many young Heirs to ſupply the Room 
of thofe that he is taking home. Let the Heirs 
of God be never ſo much increaſed, God's Chil- 
dren will not envy their Number, but great- 
ly rejoice therein; ſeeing the Inheritance is vaſt 


and infinitely ſatisfying to both Men and An- 


Is; and our hęayenly Father is highly glori- 
Iv in the Multitude of hjs Children. wif 


Iafily, When Heirs arg brought into the Fami- 


Iy, carry affectionately to them; be kind to young 


age and Want of Experience; be for Eyes 20 the 
lin 


- 


Reward be in Heaven. 


particulary to theſe who Were at their Fathers 


Keirs, eſpecially,during the Time of their Non- 
d, and Feet to the Lame, and great ſhall your 


In the next Place, I ſhall ſay naming more 
Fa 
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what you have got, and let not Satan rob you 


5 * 5 ”" hs - * * - £ 
f ES FN 
* 9 N 2 * 
Ke. 
. 


ERM. IV. in being an Heir of Gal. 111 8 


Table Yeſterday, of whom I preſume thete have 
been, and are ſeveral Sorts. . 1 

I. There may be ſome (I hope) that have 
Ground to ſay, That they came to their Fa- 
ther's Table, and he ſmiled on them, and dealt 
bountifully with them. Toſuch I ſhall ſay theſe. 
few Things, 1. Wonder at the Lord's Kindneſs, 
and bleſs his Name with your whole Souls, for 
his diſtinguiſhing Favours to you, who were 
by Nature Enemies of God, and Children of 
Satan. 24h, Hold faſt and improve carefully 


of it. © 3dly, Sympathize with other Children 
of the Family, that have not won your Length, 
but perhaps are under great Diſcouragemeats z- 
mind their Cafe, and ſpeak a good Word for 
them now, while you are Favourites of Hea- 
Ven. gs Coo 1 
II. In the next Place, I ſhall ſpeak to thoſe 
Heirs of Heaven, who, notwithſtanding of their 
being at the Table, remain full of Doubts and 
Fears, and are very apprehenſive that God has 
not yet put them among the Children, nor given 
them a Right to the Heir's Portion. Well, what 
is the Ground of your Doubting? 1. O, ſaith: 
one, I ſcarce feel the working of the ſanctify- 
ing Spirit of God in my Soul, which is the 
common Earneſt or Pledge of the Inheritance, 


that God uſeth to give to his Heirs while here. 


Anſwer Though Grace be weak in you, you 


muſt not deſpiſe the Day of ſmall Things, or ſay 


you have none at all: Nay, bleſs God if thou 
canſt ſpy any Spark of Grace in thy Heart at 
all, and pray that God may cheriſh it. A 


Man that gets an Earneſt of a good Bargain, 


is not much diſcouraged whether it be a great- 
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half a Crown, for he thinks the leaſt Peice is a 
ne dee from an honeſt Man 
of his Bargain; and he is eafie ſeeing he knows 
he has to do with one that is faithful, and 
will not go back of his Word: Indeed he 
might be diſcouraged, if that which he got were 
not an carneſt Penny: But there is a great Dif- 
ference betwixt a Peice of Money that is gi- 
ven in Gratitude, and that which is given only 
in Earneſt, as a Pledge of a far greater Sum, or 
of a very rich Bargain. O Heir of Heaven, 
remember this, the ſmall Degree of Grace thou 
haſt, is _ only as an Earneſt of more Grace, 
yea of Eternal Glory it ſelf. 1 i 

2dly, Another may be ſaying, Ah! but I wane 
that Love to God, that a Child ſhould: have to 
his Father, Anſ. 1. It is good thou art ſen- 
fible of it, and that thou knoweſt thy Wants. 


2dh, Canſt thou ſay, it is thy greateſt Grief, 


thon haſt not more Love to thy Father; yea 
that thou wouldſt give a World, if thou waſt 
Maſter of it, for more Heart-Love ro him ? 


Then take Comfort, for there is Sincerity of 


Eove to God in thy Heart. 
' 3dly, Another may ſay, I have not the Spirit 
of Prayer, which God uſeth to beſtow on his 


and fluent Expreſſions that I ſee others have in 
Prayer, Anſ. 1. It may be they are old experi- 
enced Chriſtians thou converſeſt with, and they 
bkewife have their Ebbings and Flowings as 


well as others ; for the . blows when and 


where he lifteth. Thou ſeeſt perhaps rhe one, but 
art unacquainted with the other. 24h, It is 
thy Happineſs, thou haſt to do in Prayer with 

_ one 


er or ſmaller Peice of Money, a Sixpence. or 


Children; I cannot attain to theſe Enlargements 


thou baff a Heart. centring.on God, add fow- 
ng ont toward bim in, Dury,.. God loves fhat 
betzat than (ths. moſt eloquent: Expxeffions i.. 
-4rbly;A l. Aich ſome poor Soul I Canto agtain 
any Lenderneſs of, Hxant and Frame 4 Bi 

&, Ani r. Is it thy greateſt Grief as 5 9 

that it 1 0 7 Then it is, a good); ign, thou 
it ome Keren den bee e bos 
thou look to thy elder Brother, Jeſus Cy if, that 
he maꝝ ple ad for thee, and ſend his Spirit to help 
thy Infirmities? Our bleſſed Lord Jeſus has pray- 
ed for many that could not pray tor themſelves. 
Cry to him for the quickning Influences of his 


Spirit, to enable you to call on his Name; for 


he gives his Spirit to them that at him. 


ſaying, I came to my. Father's Table Yeſterday, 


but inſtead of 'any--eorforrable-Diſcovery, all I 
ot was @ Frown;. my Father frawned, and 

a angry with a.. Anf 1. F! 

ſon to be thanbkful, that he took any Notice 


of thee at all; for ſomerimes God holds Com- 


munion with his People by Frowns and Re- 


proofs,” and thereby humbles them for Sin, and 


draws them nearer to himſelf. 24ly, Perhaps 


God is correcting thee” for ſome former Sins a- 
gainſt Light, which as yet thou haſt not mourn- 
ed over: For thefe whom God takes into his 
Family, and puts among his Children, he will 


correct in his fatherly Love, but his Loving Kind- 
neſs he will not take away from them. Let all the 
of God and Heirs of Heaven ſub- 
mib ig a humble and kindly Manner, to the 
Reproofs and Corrections of their heavenly Fa- 


Pp ther, 


rouble 


Fhon haſt Rea- 
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ther: And let them ſay, as Elihu to Job, unde 


. his ſharp Trials, That I fee” not, teach thou me; 
4 1 have done Iniquity, J will do ſo no mie. 
Lord, train me up during my Minority, 28 
© thou pleaſeſt; make uſe of what Diſcipline to- 
% Wards me, thou thinkeſt beſt for me; only 
4 (if it be thy bleſſed Will) make it known 
to me for my Comfort, that I do really be- 
4 long to thy Family, and fhall not be fut 
© out of Doors for ever. And ſo my Soul 
mall live and praiſe thy Name:. 
Nane | Aux 
a 
N 
| : J 
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He ue Power to the Faint; 26d: to 1 
that have zo Meght he encreaſath. Varl. 


IEE Prophet having concluded the pre- 


um, though it was many Years before it came; 
He, in this and the ſucceeding Chapters, furni- 
ſhes the Church and People of God with a great 


n reclous wales for their Support and 
many pr NJ 84 
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Conforr, during 2 lon 
auc 7 aud Day, | 

e che 5 of 7 who 
— 


ves at 3 
ton, for their E Uabeltef 2 and Fe 1 
der their 


Miction, 1 in ſaying or thinking God 
had either them pff, pr could not help then, 
FV. 27. For remedying Whercof, he puts them 
in Mind of God's Power and All ſufficiency 
to help in the greateſt Straits, V. 28. And in 
the Text and following Verſes, he aſſures them 
of God's Compaiſion, and Readineſs to help them 
under all their ſinking Diſcouragements. He 
giveth Power to the Faint, &C. 

More particularly in the Text, we may notice 
theſe Things, 1. The fad Caſe of many of God's 
People in Captivity, They were faint and with. 
dat. Might,. i. e. They were under Pteſlutes And 
Burdens both outward and inward, that were 
ready to cruſh them, and make them faint a- 
way; they were called to ſeveral Peices both 
of Service and Suffering, for which they had no 
—_ nor Might of themſelves. — 24ly, We 
their Mercy and Privilege under this {ad 
Ea. wiz... Power and Strengeb, i. e. Spiritual 
SG ors mainly, which is graciouſly promiſed 
them 2 their Encouragement, under 
Faintings and Trials. — 3dly, The Author of this 
Privilege, viz. The everlaſting God, the Bd le ho- 
dh, with whom is cooling Strength;who fainreth 
nur, neither is Weary. — , Tbe Way how this 
Mercy is conveyed, it 5 na Way Pn 575 Oh 
without any Worth or M. it on our Pal; 
| Ltd _— *he encyedſeth #3 fle giverh. Kale 


Senn. V. flrengiimes far hu Work, 17 
where it is not, and he encreaſeth it where it is 9 
at already given in any Meaſure., „ nde 
5 Doctrine, That as the Lord's People while here, 
o- axe liable to many fainting Diſcouragements, under 
o | which they cannot ſupport themſelves; ſo the Lord 
„b pleaſed to give them ſuitable Strength for all their 
Exigences. This is alſo confirmed trom that 
d gracious Promiſe, recorded in the following Chap- 
n, ter, Ja. Ixi. 10. Fear thau not, for I am with 
u thee, be not diſmayed, for I am thy God; I wil 
y | frengthen thee, yea 1 will help thee, yea I will up- 
ni hold thee with the right Hand of my Righteouſ- 
n eſs. And the P/almiſt confirms this Truth, by 
his own comfortable Experience; Pſal. cxxxviul. 
3. In the Day when I cryed, thou anſweredſt me, 
and ſtrengthenedſt me with Strength in my Soul. 
The Method I chuſe for proſecuting this Do- 
ctrine, ſhall be, 1. To enquire into theſe faint- 
ing Diſcouragements, which Believers labour un- 
der while here. 24h, Why the Lord doth let 
them meet with. ſuch Trials. 3dly, How it is 
that the Lord doth ſtrengthen his weak and 
fainting People. 4h, What are the great Ends 
and U ſes for which the Lord gives ſuch Strength 
to his People. 5thly, Give ſome Reaſons to 
prove, that the Lord will certainly give them this 
trength. 6thly, Make Improvement. 
I. As to the Firſt, viz.. To inſtance ſome of 
| theſe fainting Diſcouragements that Believers 
labour under while here, and which, in à ſpe- 
cial Manner, do call for divine Support. And 
theſe are of two Sorts, viz. Either of a tempo- 
ral or Ipiritual Nature. 1620912; 
Iſt, Sometimes they meet with external af 
flicting Providences, which are very diſeourag- 
ing: As 1. When they are tryſted with Pover- 
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ty and Want, fo that they know not how to 
fubſiſt themſelves and their Families; this is 
a great Trial, and requires ſpiritual Strength from 
God to help them to carry right under it.— 


*dh, When they are deſtitute of earthly Friends, 


and have none to comfort or ſympathize with 
them in Frouble ; this is alſo a heavy Trial that 
needs Strength from God.— 3dly, When they 
are loaded with Reproaches and Miſrepreſenta- 
tions, and that not only from Enemies, bur e- 
yen from Friends; this hath been- very ſinking 

to the Beſt of God's People, — A4thly; When 
they are tryſted with the Death and Toſs of 
near and dear Relations, pleaſant Children, and 
helpful Friends; this Caſe hath been afflicting 
ro many. — - 5thly, When they are under bodily 
Sickneſs or racking Pains, ſo that they have no Reſt 
iu their Bones, weari eme Nights are appointed for them, 
ind they are full of Toſſings till the dawning of the 
Day. 6thly, When they have a near View 
of meering with Death, that King of Terrors, 
and Terror of Kings... 7tbly, When they are 


under the Oppreſſion and Perſecution of cruel 
Enemies. Theſe are Trials that the deareſt of 


Socks Children are expoſed to, and under which 


they would be ready to faint, if they were not 
ſtrengthned from above. And eſpecially theſe 


out ward Preſſures are very ſinking, and diſ- 
couraging to them; eſpecially when they think it 
zs their Sin that has brought them into theſe ſad 
Circumſtances, or when their Trials are of a long 
Continuance, and it may be ſomething in them 
{gr to be ſingular, as it was in the Caſe of 
The Jeus in Babylon. Then it is that God's 


"Poul 
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A N are 22176 to faint and ſuccump; and 


ſhould look tõ God to. ſtep in with ſuitably 
Supplies of Strength; - :; 7 nba 
24h, Sometimes God's People: are tryſted wich 
fainting Diſcouragements of a ſpiritual Nature: 
As 1. When they find indwelling Corruption, 
and Heart-Plagues ſtrong. and prevailing ;;this 
Caſe was very affecting and afflicting te David. 
Pſal, lv. 3. and to Paul, Nom. vii. 24. And to 
the Church when they eried out, Iſa. lxiv; 6. Our 
Hiiquities like the Wind have talen us away, 4. d. 
The Tide is ſo ſtrong we have no Might to — 
it. — 2dly, When the Enemy is exalted over them, 
and Satan doth haraſs them with blaſphemous 
Injections, horrid atheiſtical Thoughts, and violent 
Tentations; he ſometimes tempts God's Chil- 
dren to the greateſt of Sins, as he tempted Fob 
to curſe God: How is the Squl ready to faint 
at ſuch .a Time, if it get not Strength from 
God ! And cryeth out, u long ball ming 
Enemy be exalted over me? It is like a Sword 
in my Bones when the Enemy' 'reproacheth mes 
and ſaith daily to me, Where is thy God. O my 
Rock, why haſt thou forgotten me? Why go I'mourn- 
ing becauſe of the Oppreſſion of the Enemy.” -  * 
_ . Zdly, When God hides his Face, and they 
cannot get Acceſs to him in Duty; ſo as they 
think, they are given up and left to ſtruggle 
with Satan and Corruption in their own Strength. 
That is a melancholly Cafe te the Soul, under 
which it would faint, without ſecret Support 
from God. - Menne 
_. 4thly, When they find their Hearts wholly out 
of Fre for any ſpiritual Duty; by Reaſon of 
much Backwardneſs to it, wearying of it, and 
Corruption working in them, which carries them 
away from God in Time of Duty: Su 
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theiſmy; Unibclief,' -Wortdly-mindedneſs; Heart 
hardnefs, &c; Now the Soul would faint, and 
wholly” backflide from God, if he did not ſecret- 
a 
. $ehly, When the Soul is brought: back again, 
as it were, to the Foot of Motmt Sizai, and 
made to hear the Thunderings thereof, and the 
Curſes: of a broken Law renewed: The Law gets 
2 new Commiſſion to take the Marr into Cu- 
ſtody, and put his Feet into the Stocks: So 
that old Wounds are opened, and former Guilt 
is revived, and God ſeems to behave: to him 
like a Stranger or an Enemy. Fhus che did to 
Heman, Pſal. lxxxviii. Now at ſuch a Time 
the Soul is ready to faint, and ſay; Is his Men- 
ey clean gone for eber? Will he be favourable no 
more? Hath he forgotten to be gracioms? Hath be 
in Anger (hut up hir zender Merciss ? But eſpe- 
cially if Sickneſs, or the Meſſengers of Death 
come and knock at the Man's Door, while in 
ſuch a Caſe; O! How is he diſtreffed with the 
melaacholly Apprehenſions of Death and Judg- 
ment? ©* Death (thinks he) is near, and I am 


ie moſt unready for ir; Judgment is approaching, 


my Compts are unclear, and the Judge's Face all 
* covered with Froums. Now the Soul in- 
deed — faint, if God in Chriſt did not fup- 
| re \* M1914 116 1493 Finnin, „ 
TM, As Believers have man) fainting Diſ- 
ragements, upon the Account of their ownCaſe, 
ſo alſo upon a publick Account, in Reſpect of 
the Church and Land wherein they live: As 
1. When they fee a Spirit of Slumber and deep 


Sleep fallen upon Profeſſors, ſo chat they are 


not moved wich the Judgments: of God, when 
denounced both by his Word and Providence; 
Bon - yes 
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yea though the Fire be kindled, and burning round 
about them, yet they lay it not to Heart. — 2dly, 
When they ſee Religion under a great and viſt- 
die Decay among all Ranks, many turning daily 
| I pore careleſs and indifterent about Duty, more 
Ef flack about Family-Worſhip and ſecret Prayer, 
and daily more carnal and worldly in their Con- 
verfation. When they ſee Chriſtian-Love decay, 
Diviſions and Animoſities increaſe, Malice, En- 
vy, and Hatred of one another prevail, and Peo-, 
le growing more ſelfiſh ; minding their own 
Things, and careleſs about the Things of Je- 
| | fos Chriſt.— zah, When they ſee God's Spi- 
Init in a fad Meaſure withdrawn from the A 
ſemblies of his People; Ordinances become as 
a ſealed Book, dry Breaſts, and a miſearrying 
Womb, ſo that æhalod may be written on them, or 
God is departed ; when they fee Communions life= 
leſs, and not what they wont to be. Chriſt 
is abſenr, and yet Few ſenſible of the. Judg- 
ment, or laying it to Heart, ſo as to lament 
alter the Lord. They ſee many buſie to fin 
him away, but few endeavouring to pray him 
back again. The ſincere Seekers of God are often 

like to faint under this Difcouragement.—. 4s 
When they ſee many Profeſſors making foul Slips, 
yea falling into fcandalous Sins, to the Kee 
proach. of Religion, and hardning of the Wic- 
ked ; and but few like to be found ſincere in 
their Profeſſion.— 5thly, When they ſee theſe 
that are truly godly, tender and conſcientious 
in their Walk, publick ſpirited and concerned 
for the Intereſt of Chriſt, removing and 
going off the Stage: This is a very melanchol- 
ly and ſinking Diſcouragement to the ſew that 
are kft behind, under which they need Sur fort 
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from God: Hence it was that the Pſalmiſt cries 
fo earneſty, Pſal. xii. 1. Help Lord, for the god- 
ly Man ceaſeth, for the Faithful fail from among 
the Children of Men. | 

II. The ſecond Thing propoſed was, To 
enquire why the Lord Jets his People be rryſted 
with ſuch fainting Diſcouragements. 

1ft, To correct them for their former Faults 
and Miſcatriages: Hence we read, Jer. iv. 18. 
when the Lord had threatned ſeveral ſad Things 
againſt his People, he ſaith, Thy Way and thy Do- 
ings have procured theſe Things unto thee. God 
will have his People to ſmart for Sin; not to 
make any Satisfaction for Sin, but to render 
Sin bitter unto them. 
24h, To humble and keep them low, in midſt of 
their great Attainments and ſignal Enjoyments : 
Believers are {til} apt to be puffed up with theſe, 
if they were not kept under by humbling Di- 
ſpenfations. Hence even Paul himſelf had a 
Meſſenger of Satan ſent to buffet him, leſt he 
ſhould bh exalted above Meaſure, through the A- 
bundance of Revelations. 2 Cor. xii. 8. 

34h, To let them know the Difference bes 
twixt Earth and Heaven, a militant and tri- 
umphant State. When Things go well with 
us in the World, we are apt to ſay with Peter 
on the Mount, 7 is good jor 7s to be here. But 
when Things go ill, God's People turn their 
Tongue, and ſay with the Pſalmift, Pſal. lxxiii. 
27. It is good for me to draw nigh to God. When 
we live at Eafe, we are ready to think our 
ſelves at Home; but when Trouble comes, we 
begin to ſay, Ariſe, let us depart, this is not 
our Reſt. It is not eaſie to wean us from the 
Comforts of this Liſe : And therefore God ma- 


ry Times. doth rub Gall and Wormwood on 
the Breaſts of this preſent World, to imbitter its 
Comforts, and take our Hearts off it. 
 4thly, To awaken the Spirit ot Prayer, and 
make them more importunate in their Addreſſes 
to the Throne of Grace. Pſal. cxxx. 1. Chriſt 
ſuffered the Storm to continue, till the Ship was 
almoſt overwhelmed, that the Diſciples. might 
come and awaken him with their Cries to help 
them. Mat. viii. 55. I 1 ; 
th, That his People may get new Proofs 
of his Love and tender Care in ſtrength- 
ning ſuch weak Reeds as they are, to endure 
ſuch Storms; and in his {tepping in ſo ſeaſo- 
nably for their Relief and Support, when ready 
to faint and ſuccumb. God's People have much 
to ſpeak on this Account, to the Praiſe of his 
free Grace, Pſal. xciv, 18. Ven I ſaid, my Foot 
flippeth : Thy Mercy, O Lord, held me up. 
'_ 6thly, To cauſe his People long for Heaven, 
and mend their Pace, in the Way to it. Phil. 
i. 23. There is a great Difference betwixt our 
Prayers in Health and in Sickneſs; our Repent- 
ings jn Proſperity and Adverſity. IJſa. xxvi. 16, 
Hoſ. v. 15. He, that in Proſperity prayed with 
a cold Heart and dry Eyes, can in Affliction 
cry. aloud, and mingle his Prayers with Tears. 
Though Heaven was much out of Sight and 
out of Mind before, and he had ſcarce a Thought 
of flitting; yet now when Diſtreſs comes, he be- 
ins to ſigh with David, Eſal. lv. 6. O that I 
22d Wings like a Dove; for then would [ flee a- 
way and be at Reſt: I would haſten my Eſcape 
from the windy Tempeſt. 2g. wet 
III. The next + tang is to enquire, how it 
is that the Lord doth firengthen his weak and 
85870) - | 3,2 ; 
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fainting People. And here I ſhall do two Things, 
1ſt, Enquire into the Nature of this ſpiritual 
Strength, the Lord doth give his People 
24h, Into the Way and Manner how he con- 
veys it to them. . 
As to the Firſt, This ſpiritual Strength, ſup- 
poſeth, that the Soul is made alive, and raiſed 
out of the Grave of Sin and a natural State, 
by the quickning Spirit of God. And that 
the Soul is united to Chriſt by Faith, who is 
the Fountain and Channel of all Grace and ſpi- 
ritual Strength. 2 © . 
But more directly, God's ſtrengthning his Peo- 
ple imports theſe Things. 1ſt, The Lord's 
creating and implanting the Habits of Grace 
in the Soul, which are the Strength of the 
Soul: And therefore called the Armour of God, 
and our Shield and Helmet. Ephef. vi © 
_ 2dh, His increaſing of Grace in the Soul; 
for he not only plants theſe Habits, but ſtrength- 
ens them, and gradually perfects what he has 
begun. Pſal. xcii. 12, 13. 1 
z3ah, His breathing on his own Work of Grace 
in the Soul, and thereby actuating his Peoples 
Graces, and drawing thein forth into a lively 
Exereiſe: For God muſt not only plant Grace 
and encreaſe it, but alſo ſet it a work, and 
bring it into Action. Phil. ii. 13. It is God that 
worketh in you both to will and to dw. 
© 4thly, The Lord's firengthning of his faint- 
ing People imports his letting out, and con- 
vey ing of freſh Supplies of Grace to his Peo- 
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ple, in the Fime of their Need. Not only doth 
he . evereaſe, and actuate Grace, but lie- 
wiſe he doth come in with ſeaſonable Supplies 
and Reinforcements to the weak and decayed: 
c 
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Graces of his People, anſwerabie to their Pre(- 
ſures and Exigences. Grace of it ſelf is but 
2 Creature, and Subject to periſh, and would 
ſoon be deſtroyed by the frequent Atracks made 
upon it, if it were not ſcaſonably reinforced with 
new Supplies from its Author. And thus the 
Lord, from Time to Time, feeds the Beljevers 
Lamp with freſh Oil; gives in more Faith, 
more Love, more Hope, and more Deſires; 
and thus he gives Power to the Faint, and 
ſtrengthens theſe Things which remain when 
ready to die. 

5thly, It imports the fupplyin g the Soul with 
Experiences of the Power, Mercy, and Faith- 
fulneſs of God, for the nouriſhing and ſtrength- 
ning of Faith in the Time of Trial; e there 
fore we find the Lord, when he is ſtrengthning 
his fainting People in the Text and Context, 
he refers them to their former Experience, N 
27, 28. Haſt thou not heard? Haſt thou not known? 
How then ſayeſt thou, that God hath forſaken 
thee? Often do we find David ſtrengthning 
his Faith this Way, Pſal. xlii. Pſal. exvi, 
_ Gthly, It lies, in the Lord's applying to the 
Soul his gracious and comfortable Promiſes, an 
thereby animating his People with ſpiritual 
Courage, and Reſolution to grapple with all their 
Enemies and Difficulties. He thews that God 
is on their Side, that his Grace i; ſafficient for 
them, and that he wil never leave them, nor for- 
ſake them. Ila. xli. 10. Pſal. cxviii. 6. Heb. xiii. 
5, 6. 2 Cor. xii. 9. 

7thly, The Lord ſtrengthens his People, by 
giving them an encouraging View and Proſpect 


of a happy Outgate from all their Trials and 
ona and of 2 glorious Victory 9+, 
h 6 "Y Lex 
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wer all their Enemies. Job xix. 25. Rom. xvi. 20. 
2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. | 
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II. I come to the ſecond Thing, viz.. To ſhew 
the Way and Manner how this ſpiritual Strength 
is conveyed: to Believers. And this you may 
take up in theſe following Propoſitions. _ 
"x8, GOD has treaſured up in Jeſus Chriſt 
his Son, a Fulneſs of Grace and ſpiritual 
Strength for his People. As our Mediator is 
the Purchaſer of this Strength, ſo he is the Tru- 
free, to whom it is given in Order to be be- 
flowed upon Believers: This is clear, , from 
the Promiſes of God for giving Strength, they 
ran in this Channel. Zach. x. 12. I will ſtrengthen 
them in the Lord, (i. e. in Chriſt) and they ſhall 
walk up and down in his Name, ſaith the Lord. 
24h, From the Precepts of God, which are 
in the ſame Strain, Eph. vi. 10. Be ſtrong in the 
d, and in the Power of his Might. 2 Tim. ii. 
1. My Son be ſtrong in the Grace that is in Fes 
fs Chrift.— 3dly, From the Practice of the 
Saints, they all- look for their Strength this 
Way, Iſa. xlv. 24. Surely ſhall one ſay, in the Lord 
have 1 Righteouſneſs and Strength. And Paul 
faith, Phil. iv. 13. I can do all Things through 
Chriſt which ſtrengthneth me. So that Chriſt is 
our Head 'of Influences and Store-Keeper. 
The Stock of our Grace and Strength, ſince 
Adam's Fall and Miſmanagement, is all put 
in Chriſt's Hand; he is the great Stewart of 
Heaven, the Key of the Store-Houſe is in his 
Cuſtody, and on him we mult daily depend 
for neceſſary Supplies. 1 | 
zh, The Way that Chriſt our Head and 
Treafurer communicates this Strength, and gives 
—— a> 
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ple, is by the Miniſtration of the Holy Spirit, 
and his gracious Operations and Influences 
on their Souls. John xv. 26. Joha xvi. 14, 15. 
And for this Effect, the Spirit of God dwells 
in Believers; to excite and | draw forth their 
Graces to frequent Acts and a lively Exerciſe ; 
and to give them theſe gratious Aids and Aſi- 
ſtanees, their Exigences do eall f. 
3dly, The Way that the Holy Spirit gives 
this Strength to Believers is, in the uſe ot ap- 
pointed Means, both publick and private. Pſal. 
Ixxxiv. 4, 5, 6, 7. Where we ſee, that theſe 
who would go from Strength to Strength, muſt 
dwell in God's Houſe, and attend his Ordi- 
nances. We expect not our daily Food with- 
out labouring, tilling, ſowing and reaping ; 
ſo neither can we look for ſpiritual Strength 
but in the Uſe. of the Word, Sacraments ànd 
Paget 1 gn vid) ci, rao; 8 
IV. The fourth Thing in the general Me- 
thod; is, To ſhew what are the great Ends and 
Uſes, for which the Lord gives this ſpiritu- 
al Strength to his Peop te. 
1/2, He gives it to them for doing, or performs, 
ing of Duty; for without new Supplies ot 
Strength, we cannot act ſpiritually, nor per- 
ſevere in Duty: Hence the Spouſe eries out, 
Cant. i; 4. Drau me, and we will run after ther. 
And the Pſalmiſt ſaith, Pſal. cxix. 32. I will. 
run the Ways of thy Commandments, when then 
ſbalt enlarge my Heart. God's Work muſt e- 
ver be done in God's Strength. PETE 
24h, He gives it for ſuffering, and bearing 
of Croſſes and Afflictions, and we need God's. 
Strength that we may do it without murmur- 
ing or fainting. Col. i. 11. "= 
IA 340% 


_—_ - The fatnting Believer 
5 For fehting, we have ſtrong and d 
Mit emies to conflict with, T Devel. Ta, 
— and indwelling Sin; and we have no 
Strength of our own to reſiſt or ſubdue them; 
vherefore, we muſt look to God for ſupematu- 
ral Strengtn. 

V. The next Thing was, to give Reafons, 

why the Lord will certainly give ſuitable Strength 
to his People under all their Exigences. 

. Beeauſe it was purchaſed for them by their 
Surety Chriſt, and Promiſed ro them in him, 
4 += X. 12. 
ly, Becauſe they were in the moſt ſolemn 
and en Manner recommended to the Care 
of God by his beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt; when 
he was leaving the World, John xvii. 11. 


zZuh, Becauſe of their near Relation to him; 


and his great Love to them; they are the Sub- 
jects of his Kingdom, the Children of his Fa- 
— * yea they are, as it were, the Wife of his 


of them: 
41h, Becauſe they ly and depend wholly 
upon the Lord himſelf for this Strength and 


Support, Iſa. xvi. 3. P/al. lvii. a 


$5thly, Becauſe rhe Lord knows that his:Peo- 
ple have many ſtrong and dangerous Enemies; 
and that they have no inherent — 17 7 to hold 
dut againſt them, having loſt that by the Fall. 
Yea, he knows, that they have a natural Bentneſs. 


to backfliding, whe ras the Seed of the worſt Sin is in 


them, and o themſelves they cannot ſtand be- 
fore the leaſt Spark of a Temptation; and ſo 
would be infallibly undone, if he did not 
© them, Hof. xi. . 7. T xix. of 
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; and will he not then take ipecial Care | 
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_ Uſe L. Of Infurnation. We may henes fot 5 
Thar worldly Pr 


oſperity and carnal Joy are no 
vign of God's Fa — 


| vour: For God's People 

are ſubject to many fainting Diſcouragements here. 

Wicked Men receive their good Things in this 
Life, but a Believer's good Things are to come, 
| 2dh, We may hence be informed of the Dif- 
ference. betwixt the two Covenants, of. Works 
and of Grace. Adam, by the firſt, was to do all 
»y his own inherent Strength; Bur Believers, 
under the ſecond, do all by borrowed Strength, 
and muſt conſtantly be beholden to God for new w 
Supplies. And it is well for us that it is ſo, 
for our Stock is far ſurer in God's Hand, than 
in our own. When the Prodigal got his Stoek 
in his own Hand, he preſently be his Father's 
Houſe, went into a far Country, and fquandred 
all away, and ſo would we if God ſhould truſt 
us with it. Beſides, by this gracious Method 
Believers are kept humble all their Days, and 
put to keep up, a conſtant Correſpondence with 
a Throgs of Grace, and give all the Glory of 
their Through-bearing to God's free Grace. 
Bleſſed be God for the well ordered Covenant. 
34ly, We may hence fee, how great Security 
Believers have for their Through-bearing ; Al- 
mighty Power is engaged for them; they are 
ſtrengthned and kept by the power of God throug 
Faith unto Salvation. So that everlaſting Strengt 
muſt tail before a Believer can finally, miſearry. 
.- Uſe II. Of Reproof. 1. To thoſe who are 
too ſecure and confident, when they attain. to 


x - 


any ſpiritual Comfort - Joy, and do not re- 
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4% - The fainting Believer Stu: v 
member the fainting Diſcouragements God's 
People are ſubje& to, while in this World. O 
Communicants, have you been kindly entertained 
at this Feaſt? Be not Vain or Secure, all 
Things here are changeable: How ſuddenly was 
David's Caſe altered? Pſal xxx. one time he is 
mounted up in Proſperity ; but being too Confi- 
dent, he is preſently caſt down and troubled, 
And in Pſ. exix. we find him at one time re- 
Joicing in God's Teſtimonies, as much as in all 
Riches; and very ſoon after, his Soul is cleaving 
to the Duſt, and melting for Heavineſs. Go not 
then to build roo much on ſenſible Confolations, 
for thefe come and go at God's Pleaſure ; it is 
in Heaven only, you can have continual Day 
without Night or Cloudings; but here you are 
to look for Changes, yea for fainting Diſcourage- 
ments, therefore prepare for them, by ſecuring a 
Title to divine Strength. 55 8 HA 

2dly, To theſe Believers who give too much 
Way to fainting Difcouragements, and do not 
encourage themſelves in their covenanted God, 
and his Strength. I do not marvel, O Com- 
municauts, tho ye be caſt down, who are ſen- 
ſible of the hidings of God's Face, the prevail- 
ing of Heart Plagues, the Buffetings of Satan, 
ec. bur only give not Way to exceſſive Diſ- 
couragement, I call it Exceſſive, when it is 
ready to make you give over Hopes, lay aſide 
Endeavours, indiſpoſe you for holy Duties, 
refuſe to apply to Chriſt your all-ſufficient 
Help, or refuſe Comfort from God's Promiſes || 
of Strength and Support. Some indeed think || 
Religion lies in deſperate unbelieving Thoughts, 
and in mak ing of Complaints; but ſurely there 
is no Religion there, otherwiſe we m _ 
Þ7 30: FRE 8 
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Duty, yet he ſays, Pſ. Ixxii 
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clude Cain, Judas, and the damned to be godly. 


Religion rather lies in the actings of Faith, and 


improving God's Promiſes for ſtrengthning us in 
ei Will.. nn 

 3dly, To Arminiaus, who maintain the 
Doctrine of Free-will, wiz. That it is in the 
Power of a Man's Free- will, to do that which is 
ſpiritually and ſavingly Good, if he pleaſe to uſe 
his natural Abilities. - Oh! how little do theſe 
Men know themſelves that talk ſo: For if it 
be not in the Power of a Man's Will, when gra- 
ciouſly changed and renewed, to do Good, 
without ſuperadded Supplies of Grace and 
Strength from God, from Time to Time, as 
certainly it is not; far leſs can a natural and 
unregenerate Perſon do it, that is dead in Treſ- 
paſſes and Sins. id dei bus 

4thly, To theſe Communicants who look not 
intirely to God in Chriſt for Strength for the 
Work and Warfare, Duties and Difficulties 


before them; but lean too much to ſomething 


in themſelves, or ſomething they have got at 
this Occaſion. 1. Some truſt too much to the 
Stability of their ] Reſolutions and Engage- 
ments: They have vowed and ſworn, and 
they hope likewiſe to pertorm accordingly. 
But do not depend upon theſe, otherwiſe, they 
will ſoon fail you; as they did Peter after the 
firſt Communion, The Pſalmiſt was: under 
many Reſolutions to keep whoſe to the Way of 

2. My Feet were almoſt 
gone, and my Steps had well nigh ſlipt. And he 
acknowledges, it was nothing but God's Mercy 
that held him up, P/. xciv. 18. 


Ka . - vis ta 


a ad 5 —_— "XY 1 5 7 * 88 = 0 ; 1 W F * * by a , 2 * : WO F by ” 
* . Si .  -—4 # ' y- 5 | i f 
132 e fa | 
: ; X 1 { TY CA v, 


adh, Others truſt too much to the Stability 
of their gracious Habits, without looking to God 
for daily renewed Influences of Strength, for 
actuating and recruiting their weak Graces. But, 
what is Grace, Faith, Loye, Fear of God, Re-, 
pentance, Hope? Of themſelves they are but 
vaniſhing Things, and if they were not ſeaſo- 
nably ſtrengthned and ſupplied from Heaven, they 
would ſoon die, Reu. iii. . 
Fthh, We may here reprove theſe who make 
it an Excuſe for the neglect of Duty, The 
want Strength. Oh. it is, becauſe they want Will 
For can you ſay, That, though you have no 
Strength, of your ſelves; yet you defire to caſt 
your impotent Souls in God's Way, and aim 
ar Duty as yecan, looking to God for Strength, 
and pleading his Promiſe? Could you ſay this, 
it were ſomething. Were you like a Man row- 
ing up the Water, and {till beat back by the 
impetuous Stream, you might have ſome Shadow 
of Excuſe ; but when you do not make ſincere 
Attempts, you can have none. Barts | 
Queſt. How ſhall we undertake or perform 
Duty, when we are dead, and find the Influen- 
ces of Grace and Strength withdrawn? ' 
. Auf. 1. Whatever be our Cafe or Frame for 
Duty, yet ſtill God's Command is of binding 
Force on us, and obliges us to do it. 24h, 
No Pretence of Indiſpoſition can warrand our 
not obeying a divine Command; for our Dead- 
neſs and Indiſpofition is our Sin, and one Sin 
can never excuſe another, Tuo Blacks cawnot 
male one Hhite. So that in a dead Hour, you 
muſt eſſay to do your Duty, though you can do 
nothing but the very out ward Form, zah, 
Jou muſt aim at your Duty to prevent geater 
3 1 GE . £ : 5 a ; . £4 Evils, | 
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Road: And when, like the blind Man, y 
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Evils, for if you neglect. it 5 — Gale 

grows ſtill worſe: Your Deadneſs enercaſes, your 
Hardneſs, Impeniteney, Darkneſs, Wee 17 
Indiſpoſition will ſtill grow cara — 
aiming at Duty, oo put your ſelves 15 
ou 172 0 
Chriſt's Way, you ſtand fairer for 3 Viſit or an 


Alms from him, than theſe who ſay at a Di- 


ſtance. - 35h, Duties performed, when we 
are indiſpoſed, may be very pleaſing to God. 
It muſt ſurely be acceptable to our gracious 
Lord and Maſier, to ſee one of his weak or 
lamed Servants attempt to go his Errands, tho 


he halt and make but flow Progreſs in his Way: 


Nay, this will move his tender Heart to Pity | 


him, and give him Strength. And many @ Time 


have his Servants got Supplies of Sttength on a 
ſudden, when they have been eſſaying Duty. 
Their Souls, ere they were aware, have made them 
like the Chariots of Amminadab, Cant. vi. 12, 
Therefore, O diſcouraged Commumicant, perſiſt in 
aiming at thy Duty, whatever be thy preſent 
Frame. Who knows, when thou art lifting at 
thy heavy Burden, but God will graciouſly lend 
thee a Lifr, and lift. it for:thee? _ 

' Uſe III. Of Trial. O — ex 
amine, if you have gor any ſpiritual Strength ar 
this ſolemn Feaſt. Many a weak Behever 
has found it a ſtrengthning Meal to rheir 
fainting Souls. Mark, If it be fo with you, 
1. Doye find your Graces more vigo- 
rous than formerly? As for Inſtanec, 1. Is Faith 
more lively? Are you better pleaſed with ths 
Contrivance of — and Method of Salva- 
tion than before? And are you now enabled ta 


a i baden your own Righteouſncls, and g⁰ "_ | 


134 The fainting Believer Sperm. V. 
to your SuretyChriſt; laying the burden of yourSing 
upon him, and leaning wholly ro him for Pardon 
and Acceptance with God: And alſo looking to 
him as your Head of Influences for Heart-Purity 
and ſanctifying Grace, and Strength to perform 
Duty? 2dly, Is your Repentance and Grief for 
Sin increaſed? Do you ſce more of Sin's De- 
tormity, and abhore it as the Enemy of Chriſt ? 
And are you more afraid of piercing your Re- 
deemer by it, and more reſolved againſt wicked 
Company and Temptations to Sin than before? 
30h, Is your Love and Deſires toward Chriſt 
more quickned ? Are you more reſtleſs without 
his Preſence? Would you part with your beſt 
Enjoyments, in a World, for a ſight of his Face ? 
Are you more deſireous of Heart-Holineſs, that 
you may be capable to ſerve Chriſt, and ad- 
vance the Intereſt of his Kingdom? m 

2dh, If this Ordinance hath been a ſtrength- 
ning Meal to you, then you will find more De- 
light in Duty than before, you will be inclined 
and enabled to pray more fervently, to hear more 
attentively, to praiſe more affectionately, receive 
more believingly, keep the Sabbath more exact- 
ly, watch over your Heart and Ways more dili- 
ently ; and, ina Word, to be more Humble and 
Pious towards God, more Juſt and Righteous 
wwards Man, and more Sober and Temperate 
towards your ſelves : Yea, you will be more 
. afraid to ſhift or negle& any known Duty than 
you were before. oa 9 85 
zZzah, You will be more animated and encou- 
raged to fight the good Fight of Faith, to reſiſt 
the Devils Temptations, and the Worlds Alluge- 
ments, to ſiruggle againſt your Luſts, and mortify 
indwelling Sin. And you will be ſtring Cong 

%s A Iclencg 


ſcience on the Watch-tower, to give warning of 
the Enemies approach ; and you will not 'be 
flow to take the Alam. | 
Athly, If you have got more Strength, you will 
be better reconciled to the Croſs than formerly; 
and content with Patience and Submiſſion to 
underly what Troubles and Afflictions the 
Lord thinks fit to tryſt you with for your Souls 
2 yea, and kiſs the Rod when it comes, 
ying, Good is the Will of the Lord concerning me. 
. Uſe IV. Of Exbortation. Let me hence ex 
hort you to ſeveral Duties. 1. Let theſe Be- 
levers, who are not tryſted with ſuch fainting 
Diſcouragements as others, bleſs God for his 
Tenderneſs towards them, and bear their ſmal- 
ler Trials the more patiently. How gentle is 
your Exerciſe, and Soul-trouble, in Reſpe& ) 
Job's, David's, Heman's, and many others, dear 
and near to God, who have been ready to faint 


under their Burdens, and preſſed above Meaſure; 
you are weak, 


God is gracious. to you, he ſees 


and will not overburden you. WR 
2dly, Let none miſconſtru& Believers Exerciſes 


of Spirit, nor deſpiſe them, becauſe they are fre- 


quently faint and diſcouraged: For the greateſt 
Spirits in the World have been thus exerciſed. 
David was a Man of ſingular Valour, that had 
a Heart as the Heart of @ Lion, 2 Sam. xvil. 10. 
a Man of eminent Wiſdom, and therefore ſaid 
to be wiſe as. an Angel of God. 2 Sam. xiv. 20. 4 


Man of a chearful Temper, and a 2 Maſter 


of Muſick, and therefore called the ſweet finger of 
Iſrael, 2 Sam. xxiii. 1. And yet we frequently 
find him ſore troubled, bowed down, cleaving to 
the Duſt, and ſharply exerciſed under the Hidings 

of God's Face, and other Soul Diſtreſſes. 
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> Hh, 'Dort God give ſuitable Strength ro his = 
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People in all Exigenoces > Let noneabuſe this 


octrine, by giving up with the Uſe of the 
cats that God has appointed; and neglecting 
to ufe their own Endeavours. For tho" Belie 

ers have Chriſt to lean to all their Way in their 
urney to Heaven; yet none muſt expect to be 
carried thither upon his Shoulders, without ſet- 
ting down a Foot.” We may watrantably look 
to him for Strength for every Duty; yer it is in 
ans that this Strength is con- 


© athly, Beware of leaning to your ſelves, and 
neglecting to look for this promiſed Strength. 
1. Lean not to your own Purpoſes; for your 


| Goodneſs is like the Morning Dew. 2. Lean not to 


your gracious Habits; for theſe ate but Crea- 
tures; and ready to die. 3. Lean not to your 
Duties and Performances; for _ are defiled and 


_ unclean. 4. Lean not to your Names; for they 


are fleeting and unconſtant. And befides, it is 
highly dangerous and provoking to God, for to 
traſt in any of theſe; remember the fearful 
Curſe that is pronounced againſt him that truſt- 
eth in Man, and maketh Fleſh his Arm, and whoſe 
Hart departeth from the Lord. Fer, xvii. 5, 6. 
Wham then ſhall we truſt 2 Read Iſai. xxvi. 4. 
Vu ye in the Lord for ever: For in the Lord 
Jenovdg is everlaſtipg Strength. 
 5tbhy, Let atl- believing Communiteants bleſs 


> * 


_ God for this new and excellent Method of Sal- 


vation through Jes Chriſt. The new Covenant 
is far better than the old. Now our Stoek is 
not in our So Hand, but in Chri z And he 
manages it for us; which is our great Happineſs. 
As when God brovghe-ifraet out of Egypt with 
1 | | | a 
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a high Hand, he did not ſet them down on the 
other Side of the Red-Sea, and then bid them 
ſhift their Way to Canaan. No, he led them 
on their Way; yea, As a Man carries his Chil- 
dren, ſo he bare them all the Way they went. So 


when God, in a Day of his Power, brings an 


Ele& Soul out of ſpiritual Egypt, he doth not 
ſet him in the Way with a Stock of Strength in 
his Hand, and then leave him to march through 


the Wilderneſs alone: No, he leads and ſup= 


ports him all the Way; for he knows that the 
whole Country riſes on him in his March, and 
if left to go alone, without ſpecial and renewed: 
Aid, he would never get to Cannan. 5 33 

Oueſt. But what Courſe fhall I take to get 
theſe ſeaſonable Supplies of Strength from 
God, that I may be helped ſafe through the 
Wilderneſs, without fainting and upſitting. 

Anſ. Take theſe Directions. 1. Labour to 
be throughly convinced of your own Impotence 
arid Inſufficiency, that you may be weak in your 
own Senſe and Feeling; for the way to be ſtrong, 
is to be weak, according to the Apoſtles Experi- 
ence, 2 Cor. xii. 10. When I am weak, then am F 


ſtrong. Hence alfo it is ſaid of theſe Worthies, 


Heb. xi. 34. Out of Weakneſs they were made ſtrong, 
i. e. out of Weakneſs felt and apprehended. 

24ly, Humbly repreſent and bemoan your Im- 
potence before God, like Ephraim, Jer. xxxi. 18. 
1 heard Ephraim bemoaning himſelf, I was as @ 
Bullock unaccuſtomed to the Yoke. He felt his own 
Impotence and Averſion to what was good; and 
then he groans and looks up to God for Power; 


Turn thou me, and I ſhall be turned; for thou art the 


Lord my God. And, in the next Verſe, we ſee how- 
readily the Lord ſtept ; wich Pity and help ta 
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bim. Thus alſo: did Fehoſaphar, and found 
Hel, 2 Chron, xx. 12. Ne bave uo Might againſt 
this great Coppa that cometh againſt us, neither 
know we what to do; but our Eyes arg upon thee, 
& d. Tho we be weak, yet we know thou art 


- 


| 1 powerful, and full of Compaſſion. 


' - 3dly, Uſe well any ſmall Power you have, and 
it will inereaſe. The right Arm is more ſtrong 
and vigorous than the Left, becauſe it is more 
exerciſed: 80 Grace, the more it is. exerciſed, 
the more it grows, Mat. xiii. 12. Prov. x. 29. 
' qthly, Wait on the Lord in the diligent Uſe of 
the Means; for it is promiſed, 1ſai. xl. 31. They 
that wait upon the Lord, ſhall renew their Strength. 


And in Pſal, xxvii. 14. Wait on the Lord, be of 


goed Courage, and he ſpall ſtrengthen thine Heart; 
wan, £ ſay, on the Lord. We muſt uſe, but not 
truſt to the Means, hut to God in the due uſe 


of them. 13 8 8 55 
Fthhy, Walk tenderly, and guard againſt every 


| known Sin; for Sin lets out the Soul's Strength, 


as Bleeding lets the Spirit our of the Body. 
thy, Be often looking, in a believing Way, to 
the Mediator Chriſt, your Treaſurer and Head 


gf Influences; and derive all your Supplies of 


7 * 


h from and through him alone. 


' 17thly, Carefully entertain the Spirit's Moti- 
ons, and fall in with them. Grieve not the Spi- 


1 of Chriſt, which is ſent to ſtrengthen you; 
herwiſe you will caſt away your Strength from 


h, Acquaint your ſelves, O Commmi- 
us, with the Word of God, and its gracious. 


Promiſes of Strength; lay them up in Store 


nbi with God; For a Prayer gauged on 2 


er 4 2 
, 


3 V. — for his Works... by 3 


bromiſe is likely to ptcyall. This was David's 
Argument de his Faintings, P/2t. cxig. 28. 

8 Strengthen thou me according” to thy Ward. And 
be had the Experience of its prevailing with 
| God, Pſal. exxxviii. 3. Is the Day when I died; 
hom anſweredſh me, and Arengtbemeuſt me ait 

Frengt) in my Soul. I ſhall add no more, but 
conclude — the Apoſtles Words, 1 Pet. V. 10, 
11. The God of all Grace; who hath called us unto: 
his eternal Glory by Cbriſt Jeſus, after that you have 
fufered a while, make you perfect, ftabliſhy (frengeben, 

fettle wu, To Him be Glory and . for ever 
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Books written by Mr. Jobs Willſon 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at Dundee, and 
fold by J. M ackeuen Bookſeller. 


I. Letter from a Parochial Biſhop, to à Prelatical 
Sentleman in Scotland, concerning the Government 
of the Church, wherein, the Controverſy anent 
Biſhops, and Presbyterian Ordination, is ſet in a true Light, 
and diſtincily handled ; The Sentiments of the Ancients, in 
theſe Matters, fully repreſented and canvaſſed ; and a hiſto- 
rical Account given of the ancient Government of the 
hurch, and Alterations made therein, fince the Apoſtles 
imes; with the Riſe and Growth of Ptelacy. 
II. A Sacramental Catechiſm: Or, A familiar Inſtructor for 
young Communicants ; plainly unfolding the Nature of the 
ovenant of Grace, with the two Seals thereof, Baptiſm and 
the Lord's Supper. Wherein, eſpecially the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper; is fully and diſtinctly hand led, both in a Do- 
ctrinal and practical Manner; with many Caſes of Conſci- 
ence relative thereto, intermixed and reſolved, for the Relief 
and Support of thoſe who are exerciſed to Godlineſs. With 
an Appendix, containing ſuitable Materials for Meditation and 
Prayer, both before and after Partaking. 
III. An Apology for the Church of Scotland, againſt the 
Accuſations of Prelariſts and Jacobites, and particularly, the 
Reflections of J. S. late Incumbent at Forfar. Wherein, the ſaid 
Church is fairly vindicated from the unjuſt Charge of 
Schiſm ; and the ſame juſtly faſtned upon her Accuſers. As 
alſo, the late Proceedings of the Presbyteries of Angus, and 
other Judicatories, againſt the diſloyal and rebellious Cler- 
gy, are juſtified ; and the Wickedneſs of the Rebellion, and 
Clemency of the Government ſet forth. And likewiſe, the 
Divine Inſtitution of Presbyterial Government and Ordina- 
tion, is clearly evinced from Scripture : And the uſual Pre- 
texts, for the Apoſtolical Foundation of Prelacy,. are fully 
overthrown. ' g i 
IV. The Mother's Catechiſm for the young Child: Or, A 
Preparatory Help for the Young and the Ignorant, in Or- 
der to their eaſier Underſtanding the Aſſembly's ſhorter 
Catechiſm. Me ak Fog ; | 
V. A Treatife concerning the. Sanctifying of the Lord's 
Day; and particularly, the right Improvement of a Com- 
munion-Sabbath ; wherein the Morality of the Sabbath, and 
its ſtriſt Oh ſer vation under the New Teſtament NN is main- 
rained againſt the Adverſaries thereof. And alſo, Many ſpe- 
cial Advices and Directions given, for promoting the great and 
eomprehenſive Duties of Sabbath - Sanctification, and worthy 
communicating. Neceſſary for Families. | 
N. B. That the firſt Impr this Book being ſold off, 
there is in the Preſs a ſec with great Improve- 
ments and Amendments, | 
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